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The principal conclusions based on the material
contained in this book were presented by the Au-
thor at a joint meeting of the American Historieal
Association and the American Politieal Science
Association, in his address as President of the
latter, on December 28th, 1920,
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SECRET DIPLOMACY



INTRODUCTION

Is secret diplomacy the evil spirit of modern
polities? Is it the foree that keeps nations in a
state of potential hostility and does not allow a
feeling of confidence and of wholehearted co-
operation to grow up? Or is it only a trade de-
viee, a clever method of snrrounding with an anra
of importance the doings of the diplomats, a race
of men of average wisdom and intelligence who
traditionally have valued the prestige of dealing
with ‘‘secret affairs of state’? Or is it some-
thing less romantiec than either of these—merely
the survival from a more barbarous age of in-
stinets of secretiveness and chicane aequired at
a time when self-defense was the necessity of
every hour? -

It is quite patent that the practice of secret
diplomacy is incompatible with the democratic
theory of state. Even in the Liberal theory of
state il finds little favor, although that is dis-
posed to grant a great deal of discretion to the
representatives who are given the trusteeship of
public affairs. Yet the essential idea of Liberal-

ism, government by discussion, includes foreign
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