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SOURCES.

The materials upon which this study iz based are Jargely
cotntained in:

I. The Records ol the Virginia Company of London, of
which two MS. copies are extant:

(a) The Collingwood MS. (161g-1624), 2 v. folio, Library
of Congress, Washington, D, C., prepared [or the Earl of
Southampton from the original records of the Company,
now lost, in 1624, and compared with them page by page by
the secretary, Edward Collingwood, and attested by his sig-
nature. Through the copious absiracts by the late Conway
Robinson, Stith’s History of Virginia and the publications
of the Rev. E. Th Neill, this MBS, is largely aceessible in print.

{b} The Randolph MS, formerly the property of John
Randolph of Roanoke, now in the libraty of the Virginia
Historieal Society, Richmond, z v. folio, an 18th century
transcript of the Collingwood M5.; and 1 v. folio of miscel-
lancots correspondence, orders, instrictions, ete. (T1617—)

IT. Ddocuments, correspondence, orders, instructons,
proclamations, laws by the Company, Governors’ comimis-
sions, etc, 1587-1730, to be found in Purchas, Hakluyt,
Force, Brown's Genesis of the United States (16o5-1616),
Smith's works (1606-1624), Calendars of English State
Papers (Colonial, East Indies, Domestic, 1578-1676), Jeffer-
son MS5. (1606-1711), MacDonald, De Jarnette, Sainsbury
and Winder collections (Virgina MS5. ifrom the British
Record Office, 2o v. folio, 1587-1730), Colonial Records of
Virginia (1619-1680), Land Books (1621—), and reprints of
valuable early papers in the Virginia Historical Register and
the Virginia Historical Magazine.

II1. {a) The Records of the General Court of Virginia
(1670-76), the Robinson MS. (1633—), containing valuable
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abstracts from the General Court records and other papers
since destroyed, the MS. Letters of Wm. Fitzhugh (1679-
1600), the MS. Letters of Wm, Byrd (1683-1691), and the
Virginia Gazettes (1737—), all in the possession of the Vir-
ginia Iistorical Society,

{b) The M35, County Records of Accomac (1632—), York
(1633-1700), Essex (1683-86), Henrico (1686-9g), State Lib-
rary, Richmond, Virginia.

{c} Hening, Statutes at Large of Virginia (1623-1792),
and contemporary descriptions of Virginia; Whitaker
(1613), Hamor (1014), Rolf (1616), “ A Declaration,” etc.
(16z0), Bullock (164g), Williams (1650), Hammond (1636),
Blair, Chilton and Hartwell {1696), Beverley (1705), Jones
(1724).

Such other authorities as have been referred to will appear
in the appended bibliography.

I desire %0 express my thanks to Philip A Bruce, Esq.,
of the Virginia Historleal Society; to Messrs. W. W, Scott
and W. . Stanard, of the Virginia State Library; to Caol
E. A. Brock, of the Southern Historical Society, and to
Hon. A. K. Spofford, Librarian of Congress, for their
courtesy in rendering these authorities accessible to me;
also to Proféssors Adams, Emmott and Vincent, of the
Johns Hopkinsg University, for valuable suggestions.

J. C. B



INTRODUCTION.

The chief interest in the colonial history of America has
always centered in the development of political institutions,
which, from their importance and endurance, have become
of wide sipnificance. For this reason it has been customary
to overlook, or to treat as processes subsidiary to the politi-
cal evolution, many interesting social and economic develop-
ments, which were of great moment in the history of the
colonial period as furnishing the material background of this
political development and giving it its distinctive character.

In this paper an atternpt has been made to trace the growth
and significance of one such social institution as a result of
the peculiar conditions under which the actual colonization
took place. Though the study is limited to the experience
of a single colony, that experience becomes, through the
exceptional position occupied by that colony, broadly char-
acteristic of the institution in general, and in all important
particulars typical of the legal form which servitude assumed
in the other colonies.

The main ideas on which servitude was based originated
in the early history of Virginia as a purcly English colonial
deyelopment before the other colonies were formed. The
system was adopted in them with its outline already defined,
requiring only local legislation to give it specific character
in cach colony. Such legislation was in some cases directly
copied from the experience of Virginia, and when of inde-
pendent or prior origin was largely determined by condi-
tions more ot less common to all the colonies, 50 that in
its general legal character the institution was much the same
in all. The similarity was more striling, both in theory and
in practice, in the agricultural colonies of Virginia, Mary-
land and Pennsylvania, and particularly in them was it of
industrial importance.



