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PREFACE

HF first manuscript submitted to and the ficst

bought by The Bellman was verse. Several short

poems by Arthur Upson, purchased through a
mutusl friend, the late Mr. Edmund D. Brooks, were
acquired and put aside for subsequent wse almost & year
before the first number of The Bellman was printed.

It was a part of hizs original plan to give room to
poetry, on the theory that thére was an ample supply of
good material being produced in America which, at
that time, did not find much opportunity of acceplance,
the periodicals publishing wverse being limited and ap-
parently disp to wee it chiefly az & sort of stop-gap.
to fill in otherwise vacant spaces at the bottom of the

pages.
ag;m plan was. discouraged by the earlier aub-editors
of The Bellman, who contended that he could not afford
to pay sufficient to secure really high-class poetry and
certainly did not desire to print any other. For this
reason, except Tor occasional contributions by Arthur
Upson and Richard Burton, few verses appeared in his
pages during the first years of The Bellman's existence.

Later, it was found possible to secure poetic contri-
butions of the right quality at the modest price The
Bellman was able to pay; and it was also found that the
poets, God bless them, were not mercenary and liked the

in which their productions were presented in The
Bellman, ngprﬂ:iatm the deference shown them in the
position and typographicsl setting given their verses,

In time The Bellman grew famous for his poetry and
the good poets became increasingly kind to himm, so thal,
toward the end, there was mever a lack of this material
with which to embellish his pages and seldom a number
that did not contain seme notable verse.

The Bellman counted himself most fortunate in the
friendship and good will of the poets, and while, heing
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PREFACE

haman, be bad his favorites among them, vet never was

a poetn accepted or rejected because of Its wrlter's name.
For this resson, perhaps, The Bellman had the very grest
satlsfaction of prinﬂnﬁothe contributions of compara-
tively unknown poets who subsequently became celebrated
and now find the_ir offerings eagerly accepted by periodi-
cals that once knew them not. Possibly on this account,
as well as because, by honouring verse with a position of
distinetion in his columns, he taught many to read and
love contemporary poetry who hitherto had.ignored it,
The Bellman may justly claim to have been of some small
s?nﬂ;n to American poetry during his thirteen years
af life

Had it been possible within the limits of thiz small
volume to have printed all the poems which appeared in
The Bellman, it wonld Iadl} have been done, for none
of them was unworthy u pil:ubllc.u.tmn, but only & selec-
tion was permissible and, whbile many are omitted with
regret, those here printed have been mrelull:.r chosen as
the favorites of The Bellman.

These are here presented, as nearly as ];mﬁihle. in the
order of their nrlfinal appearance with the bellef that
their chronological sequence will be interesting to the
reader as, in some degree, Indicating the development of
the authors In their art as well as that of The Bellman
in respect of his appreciation thereof. " B
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RICHARD BURTON

Christmar Tide

HRISTMAS tide 15 a time of cold,
{Of weathers bleak and of winds ablow;
Never a fower—ifold on fold

Of grace and beauty—tops the snow

Or bresks the bleck and hitter mobd.

And yat 'tHs warm—for the chill and gloom
Glow with love and with childhoods glee;
And vet "Hs sweet—with the rich perfume
Of sacrifice and of charity.

Where are flowers more fair to see?

Christmas tide, it is warm and sweet:
A whole world's heart at & Bahy's feet|

EDITH IVES WOODWORTH
An Halion Garden

ELOW a little shadowed hifl
* My garden-ways wind cool;
A hundred pale-Upped lilies lie
Above m purple pool,

Gray dusk upon the olive trees
And oh—the heart o' me!
For all the winds of Italy
Are blowing in from sea!



