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* Binee this volume bas been in the press, 1 bave been enabled to aad three portraits,—% * *
The frontispiece Ih:n:with presented] ie reproduced, by the kind permission of his Grace, ihe
Duke of Devopshire, and of the Marguis of Hartington, from the famouns * SHEFFIELL Pos-
TRAIT,” preserved in Hardwick Hall. The orginal is printed oo cak panel, and represents the
Queen, in her thirysixth year, ms anything but the beawtiful woman traditionally described.
She has, alwe, a very decided east im0 the ppdif cve,which the erlist with some skill has rendered less
obvious by representing her as Inaking towards the Jeft,  The wpper portion of the pictare, down
to the hands, is reproduced in this volume with sipking fidelity 3 but the lower part of the dress,
the table on the right, and the carpet on which the Qucen stands, thengh approximately cormect,
are not entirely so, awing to the difficully of expressing in photography se dark an image as this
old painiing shows, The work has been skillfully executerdt by Messrs, Ad, Braum & Co., of
Paris, from phatographs prepared by Me. J. Strinpfeliow, of Sheffeld.”

“Many, Queen of Scofs, 1N CaPTIvrry : o naevadive of events from January, 1569, to De-
cember, 1584, whilst Gearge, Earl of Shrewslury, was the gurrdian of the Scottish Queen.” By
Joha Daniel Leader. Sheffeld ! Leader & So0s; Londoa ! George Bell & Sons. 1880,
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INTRODUCTION,

S —

TRENUQUS cffirts wore made to exhibit in a Quartette
of carefully elaborated works ou Mary Stuart, Queen of
Hoots, the whole truth conmected with ber history while
in Beotland, up fo the date of hor ereape into Fngland

in 1648, particularly a8 regmrded ber relations with Bothwetl.
In the proscention of these investigations, an unique and ex-
tengive library was colleeted i the course of ten years, which
haa been preseuted to Columbia College and there speaks for
itsell OF nll the authorities which it comprises, the last as
to date of publication is in many rexpects the most linportant .
85 to her colpability,—T. F. Henderson's “ The Cusket Let-
ters and Mary Queen of Seots,” from the press of Adam and
Charles Black, Edinburgh, 1859, which is cited at length here-
with, as conclusive evidence of the guilt of Mery. U estab-*
lishes to the satisfaction of every non-partisan, unprejudiced
and clear-beaded stodent that Mary was guilty of the worst
that hes been chorged againet her; that she was an active and
not, a sitent aeao:_:]%me in the marder of her hushand Daruley;
that she loved, and loved best of all, the loyal James Ilepburn,
Earl of Bothwell, her third and Inat husband, and lured bim by
her “aris and pu]rt" to his ruin; and thuat instead of his being
the “betrayer”—ns ha has nlwnyﬂ been ropresented by the
champions of Mary betrayed ™ both of hor and of




Mury Wucen of Siols,

slmost the whole body of the Beottish nobility, who for, at that
period, ruthless greed and crime could scareely be equalled in
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any other country in Christendom, horrible and disgusting as
were all the rest.

Any reader who takesan interest in therevelation of histori-
eal truth is referred to the writer’s previous works: *Mary
Gueen of Scots, & Study,” New York, 1882; “A Vindieation of
James Hepburn, fourth Esr] of Bothwell, Philadelphia, 1882,
“An Enquiry inte the Career of Mary Stuart and a Justification
of Bothwell,” New York, 1383; and *Bothwell, an Historical <™
Drama,” New York, 1884,

Mury Queen' of Beors,

Whila in the collection of hundreds of authorities above re- s
ferred to, no two secm to agree, altogether, when the result is
enrefully atrained, sifted or dizzected out, The writer has like-
wise collected almost as many huadreds of portraite of Mary, no
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two of which ngree. Not more than three have any claims to anth-
enticity, snd theiv differencea cannot Lo reconciled if there is any
foundation, even, 10 their claima as likenesses. It is asserted
and it iz extremely likely that the statement is founded un facta

Mary Queen of Sears

pretty woll eatablivhed, that the most sttractive picture which
wa have of Mary Stuart ia not hers nt all, bnt a portrais of Ida,
or Agnen, Countess of Manafeit, who, driven by porsecution from
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Germahf, took vefuge in England and waas thence expelled by
that jealons vanity of Elizabeth, who veither would nor could
tolerate female loveliness in a court or circle in which the basest
adulation aceepted her ngliness a8 the highest t;?e of womanly
ben;lt-y and to the disgrace of truth and manhood glorified iy as
anch,

Mary Queen of SBeots was in very truth anything but that
which she is slmost univerally accepted 28 having been. Bhe
was not either delicate of form and feature and of the average
size of her sex. She was wot faacinatingly hesutiful, while per-
fectly fascinnting in her alluring waye aud infinite deceptiveness,
She was rather of a rough texture than s refined, but possessed

Limmnley.

of that most extraordinary of gifts, the art of concealing art, in
addition to the graces conferred by education and environment;
and, being a erowned head, she was agoepted as a combined god-
dess of love and regal majesty, which certainly eould not have
been the case had she occupted a lower rank. Her mother,



