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PREFACE.

In the following pages is given the history of an average New
England family. It begins with a middle class Englishman, a
Puritan, who came to New England in the first half of the
seventeenth century,  Iis descendants, like the descendants of
most of the other Puritan seitlers of New England, remamed
in MNew England for five or six generations, rapidly multiplying,
and then, at the close of the eighteenth century, hegan o swarm
westward, At the present time only a small portion of his
descendants are [ound in New England. The great majority
of them are scattered over the northern half of the United States
between the Hudson River and the Pacthie Ocean, and are par-
ticularly numerons in the states of New York, Michigan and
Towa. The history of this New England family in regard 1o its
geopraphical distribution is an epitome of the history of the
whole Wew England people, who, almost exclusively by the
natural increase of a small number of early comers, grew in a
century and a half sufficiently numerows to fill their bleak corner
of werritory, and then, alter the Revolution, still rapidly increas-
ing, swarmed westward in a continuous stream, transforming
the western wilderness into states of a greater New England,
and stamping the Yankee name and character on the whole
United States.

The acconnt here given of the emigrant, William Cornwall,
and the first iive or six gencrations of his descendants s founded
on an extensive examination of carly New England records of
various soris, colony, lown, church, probate, cte. The account
of the more recent generations is chielly derived from data
supplicd by correspondents or taken from printed books. No
doubt some errors will be found in this work, and for crrors
that may be found in the account of the early generations the
compiler pleads in excuse, that circumstances often compelled
him to make very hurriedly the examination of the original
records on which that account is founded.  For errors found in
the history of the later generations he may be not altogether
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6 Blame.  Amd it is not at all his fanlt that the accounts of
some of the recent branches of the family are comparatively
MICHICT,

The attempt has heen made to include in this book an account
of every one of the desecendants of William Cornwall born to
hig surname, and thongh it has not been snccessful, the number
af those nol ineluded is comparatively small,

In searly all cases the marriages of female members of the
family are -;:11."11. and it a majority of cases an account of their
descendants i3 given for one or more generations.

Iu the arrangement of the genealogy, simplicity and conven-
ience have been aimed at. After the account of William Corn-
wall, his descendants are deseribed in resular order to the fifth
generation ; it the descendants of cach one of the fifth genera-
tion are given n a lunch, so that those nearly related will find
themsclves gronped Logether in the ook,

Fach descendant of William Cornwall of his surname has
a regubar pumber. When lie appears as the head of a family
this number is inclosed 1 curyes,  The plus stgn-alter an indi-
vilual™s mune indicates that he will appear farther on as the
head of a family,  Descowdauts throngh females are described
immedialely after the first mention of their names,  The
chilidren of each of the [eomles are numbered, 1, 2, 3, elc, her
grandchillren, (1), (23, (3). ¢e., er great-grandehildien, |,
i, iil, cte., and her great-great-grandehildeen, 1, #, i, cte.  The
albreviations cmployed are those in common use.

The book is a history of the family as well as a genealogy.
Trivialities, except in the case of the carlier generations, where
they are interesting on account of their antiquity, have been to
a large extent excluded, but such facts as military services,
political honors, academic degrees, particular business siiceess,
amd other facts of general mterest, have been noted as fully as
poszible, A special attempt has been made to give an account
of the services of the twenty-two memibers of the family who
served in the Revolution; and tlie two Tories of the family
|_lFI'-'t‘ not been overlooked,  The only titles mentioned are pio-
I:'tlﬁin_rnnl litles, academic titles, and titles which indicate com-
misstons in the army, mave or militia.

o an appendix is given brief accounts of other enngrants of
e mame of Corowall who came o Amcerica during Colonial
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titnes s also a few nates an early English families of the name,
and some facts about the spelling of the name.

The form Corpzeall has heen used uniformly in this bool for
the 5pelling of the name, thnugh nmany of the dezcendants of
William Corowall still spell it Corwcecll, In how many other
different ways they spelled it formerly may be seen in the appen-
diz, The reazons for vsing the form Cornwall uniformly in
this book are fArst, because the majority of William’s descend-
ants at the present time so spell it, and second, because the spell-
ing of this surname should follow the spelling of the name of
tlie English county from which it is derived, which is now fixed
as Cornall,

Tt iz a cause of regret to the writer that in this account of the
family of William Cornwall he has not been able to include
some notice of every one of his descendants of the name. He
hopes that those few who are not here included, as they discover
themselves, will commumicate with hin, so that he may melude
them in a seeond edition, i that should ever be called for.  Any
corrections, also, will be gladiv received.

There are many persons to whom the writer is greatly
indebled for assistance in this compilation, He wishes o
acknowledge particular indebtedness to Mrs. Jane 3. Taft of
Durlington, Vi, to the late Mr. ITorace Cornwall of ITartford,
Conn., and to his grandfather, 3r. David Cornwall, lale of
Tortland, Conin.

Epwarp E. Cormwacrr, M. 1D,

Brooklyn, M. Y., o1
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