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WILLIAM SKRINE,

ESQUIRE;

MEMBER of PARLIAMENT
for CALLINGTON.

SIR,

Beg leave to infcribe the fol-
lowing performance to your
name : for to whom can I, with
fo much propriety, addrefs, -ei-
ther a Treatife on Politenef(s, or
a Tranflation from the Italian
_languagt, as to 2 Gentleman, who

is {o perfect a malter of the one,
a2 and
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and fo complete a model of the
other ?

Yet, Sir, though I am con-
vinced your patronage would
give no {mall importance to my
work, I do not expeét you to be
anfwerable for the defects, either
of the Tranflation or of the Ori-
ginal : but was willing to take
this opportunity of thus pub-
licly acknowledging my obliga-
tions to youw, and of f{ubfcrib«
ing myfelf,

“with great Efteem,

SIR,
Your obliged,

humble {fervant,

The TRANSLATOR.



PREFACE

HE following Treatife is
one of thofe, which, for its
utility in regulating the manners of
youth, the critics have pronounced
“ to be worth its weight in gold™
Tt is fuppofed * to be addreffed to

* The ongioal fays, in the charafier,
“ d'on vecchio ideata,” an imaginary old
man inftrafting his pupil : but, from feve-
ral circumitances, he {eems to have had
fome particular young Nobleman in
yiew.

| & 4 young
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a young Nobleman, and was
written by the elegant Giovanni’
de la Cafa, Archbifhop of Bene-
vento, in the fixteenth century,
about the beginning of our Queen
Elizabeth’s reign; and fhews to
what a degree of refinement, both
in manners and in literature, the
Italians were arrived, at a period
when we were juft emerging from
Gothicifm and barbarity.

. It was foon tranflated into Latin
by Chytreeus, Profeffor of Poetry
at Roftock; and into French, to-
wards the end of the laft century,
by Monfieur Duhamel. But though

the writers upon the art of Pleafing
in
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in Converfation, may have borrowed
from it, I do not find that it was
ever tranflated into Englith; and
the Original being become fcarce,
befides the ufe it may be of to
young people, it may be recom-
mended to the public as a lirerary
curigfity *,

Mr. Sterne + feems to fpeak of
it as a romance, and calls it Gala-
tea; an evident proof that he had
not read it at leaft, if he had ever
feenit. The Author gives it the

* The Tranflator could meet with it in
only one public library at Oxford,—che
elegant Codrington colleftion at All Souls
College.

+ Trift. Shandy,

title
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title of Galateo, in compliment to
gn old Courtier of that name, dif-
tinguifhed by his wit, learning, and
policenefs, in the palace of John
Matthew Gilberto, Bithop of Ve-
ropa; at whole requeft, and by
whofe encouragement (the Author
tells us} he undertook this work.

De la Cafa himfelf was a Floren-
tine, and was made Archbithop of
Benevento by Pope Paul III. whe
would alfo have raifed him to
¢he purple ; but that he was accufed
of being  furicufement debouché;”
furioufly debauched, fays a French
writer. This, however, was juitly
confidered by others, as a mere ca-

lumny :



