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PREFACE,

Ir, on examination, the hook here presented 1o the publie
ghould be theught to poesces nerid safcient to justfy its in-
troduction into the commoon schools, the hopos rother than
the expectationn of the compiler wili he malized. Jt i not
miznded io sopplant aoy other book new unsad in schools,
mor can it be condemmed &y an iotender on the office per-
formed by say of the numarous azcellent woehs in ihe varicas
branghes of cvunnon edoeslion. 1lits comlents are down en-
tirely from the Bible} and ite objeet mmst he apporent at a
single planee.

It will be perceived thet each lsseon coneista of threa pian-
&ipal divisions.

The firet is & welealion of uhert eentepses of n didectio
chamcter, seloctad chiefly from the Book of Proverbs, each
ealeulnbed to impress on the mind pome impurtant morel truth.
These are to be read by the instructer, or by an advanced
meholar mppeinted by the instruotar.

The second division is & salestion from thy Book of Fealma,
arranged in 8 auibable wehner te be pead by the imatrueter, ur
one, whom he may appeint toperfirm thest uﬂiee. a.rui tha
pupile. The portion smigoed o the pupils generally &
responsa in santiment, s well ms in form, to thet, which i
regd by the person, who leads in the sarvice.

Tiee third division ia eeleoted chiefly from tha Gespels, snd
émbraces a complete narrative of the birth, ministry, death,
and cesurrectivn of the Founder of the Chriatian yeligion, with
a8 copiong extrants from hia discourses and conversitions as the
limits of the book would admit. This portion in 2l 1o be resd
by the instructer, or gome one under his direation.

The Lord's Prayer ia then to be recited by all the popils in
woncerh; following the mstrooler.

Ko other form of proyex bes been intredoced, because, in
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the jndgement of the compiler, this js sufficient; bot, if any
tenshicr who may use Lhe book, shoold think otherwise, be can
inireduge any other, vxtempora or otherwise, that may stem to
him 10 be more sppropriate,

In many of the iowne in New England, — probably in moet
of them,— the instrocters of the sommon schools are reqoired
to open 1hem every moming with a devolionel serviee,—a
prayer, or the reading of & portion of the BScripturer. To
whot extant (Bis requireinent is cheerved, i Dok Enown ; bat,
wilhin tho limited experienca of the compiler, ita obeorvence
e netther regular nor extensive. Mony of the nwtrueters are
young, end many, oleo, are femeles, who, oot baving been ac-
costomed to such au exercive, Feel an swhwardoean in attempt-
ing i, whigh ia difficult to be overcome. It i2 obvious, oo,
that whilo the insmueter ie engaged in prayer, the popila are
not soipject to his numedinte muporeision @ their #yes and their
thooghts are fraquantly diverted frow the ast of devotion, and
it i not unremsonable to aopposc, theat some may treat it with
levity or disrerard.

This beok offore w mmedy for both of thesn diffieulties. The
teacher, who pay et it, wilt be felieved from any embeypesg-
monk, that might erise from the sttempted percformence of ex-
temporangous prager; and the popils peverally will be aufi-
ciently interpsted i the crevcies, to give fo it 8 seriowe ond
respectfnl attestson, )8 will ba perceived, ales, that the book
may, if deemed necessary, be ueed witheot the participation
of tha teacher, and that, if the reading of tha lesding portion
of the exercime should be pedfirmed by so advanced pupil,
the tapcher may, in the mean time, sea that proper decornm is
ohecrved,

The lsnguage of the eommon tranglation of the Bible has
been conptientiously followed. In u fow inetaoses, ot the be-
ginning of the marrative pertion of the lessems, the name of
Jrsus in wsed inelead of the pronoun &e. Twice, the rclative
prononn whick e ivkerted whera it was wanling in the fext.
In Lenson XXIL the word Aimrelf i substituted for & phrnss
lesa mgreeable to the ear. It ia believed, that there are no
gther vavinlions from the common version ; but if any should
be detectsd, they sre ihe consaguencs of inadvertence in
transeribing.  The grammatical constroction of many sen-
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tences might have been improved, and ths langoege might
have been [requently varied to correspond with modirn usage,
without injory to the senes ; but it has been chosen rather to
followe, implieitiy, the common version, than to ineur the een-
rure of the most sarupolous believer,

It will be perceived, and, porbaps, with dissppeobation, that
none of the selectionk in this book ave from the Gospel of
Johp, and it is proper thet the roson for the omission should
ba given. Copions axtrocts from that Goapel wers selscted,
and would have been meeried in theic approprinte places, hind
it not hesn foand, in ihe progresa of the printing:, thet the book
would thereby be ewelled to o size, —anid, conseqgoontly, to
on expense, — heyond what Lhe cireumatences of the eome-
pilur wounld juetify, The poblicobon is om expariment. IF it
reqaive enduph of publin epprobalion 10 warmnt & secoad
cdition, thot editton will be onfeeged by the introdoction of
ten ar twelve lemsona, whish el erabrnee sll the mwost striking
paswages from John's Gospel, wod some other appropriate por-
tiona of Boripture,

Should the bock be decmed eoticly soperffoces in respect
1o Lhe pecnliar ohijsct, for which it has baan compiled, it may
possibly meot with favor from ecine, into wiose hends it way
fall, om other considerationa. Yor remsons, which s un-
neceapary here to recita, the PBible i= now cxecloded from many
of the schools, and hae become almoat a pealed volume e the
younwer classes of society. Thie compiletion containa nothine,
which can offtnd the moet merupwleus delieacy, — oothing, i
i# pregumed, that will render it obnoxionz to the seneyre af
an ege of refioement.  If not pecded to aesist in & davotional
exerome, it moy, withcot impropriety, be nsed 23 » glame-book.
If, in either cesn, it shoold crents in the yeuthfol miod a taste
for the aimple, the beautiful, the ¢nergatic attribotes of the
Engiish lanpuagas, and inepire m sentiment of reverence for tha
volume, which must ever be evtecmed saered, as the founda-
tion of virtue and piety here, and the only sere sonductsr to
eternal Jifey, the time snd labor; which it prepacation has cost,
will not have been epant in vain.

4. T. B.

July 1, 1842,



ADVERTISEMENT

TO THE 8ECOND EDITICN.

Iw the Ffulfillment of & suggestion in the Prefuce, the coms-
piler has addad po this edition fen new oxsrcises, embwacing
ns miny ¢atmcts Trdm the Guepel of Bt. Johh, s could be
introduced withont incurring an axpenge, whigh would render
an sddifion to the priz of the book indispaneable. Thaea
exbracts conaikt ghiefly of jmwidenty and dmoourses oot re-
corded by the other wvangeliats,

In eomplmnee with the adrice of friends, and the reqoest of
ingtructers, Hywne bhave besn added to the Exervises. Hy
adopling m smollae type, these have beeo imeerted without in-
ereastng the nevaley of poges.  Since ainging hag besops, i
many places, & part of publip instrocten, apd i generally
practised o publiz scheels, it 1 hoped theat the imtroduction
of sacred poctry, suilable for that exercisn, will add something
to the valoé of the book.

In the belief that this humble offering to the canse of popular
eduoation will mot be mitogether worthlems, it Iv agmin sub-
mitted 10 the paoblic; but should the compiler's expectation be
disappointed, it in boped that good intention will be n sofficient
apology for the premumption.

e 13, 1844,



DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES.

L.

Tae fear of the Lord s the bepunmng of knowl-
edge, My son, hear the insiruction of thy father, and
forsake not the law of thy mother. I sinners eptice
thes, oonsemt thou met. Walk net thon in the way
with them; refrain thy foot from their path; For their
feet mu io evil, and make haste to ghed blood.

1

Torcher. ive ssr umtn my words, O Lord;
eonsider my meditetion.

Pupils, Hearken unto the voice of my ery, my
King and my God, for unto thee will I peay.

T. I cried unto the Lord, and he heard me out of
bis holy hiil.

P. 1laid me down and plept: 1 awaked, for the
Lord sustained ma.

T. My voice shalt thow hear in the morniog, O
Lord :

P. In the morning will I direst my prayer womto
thee, and will look up.



