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PREFACE.

——

Ir is customary for the propricter when startiog # newspaper or
periodical {0 iseue s notice fo fhe public explaining— or purporting to
oxplain—the refson d'éfre of the new venture, which notices, with
very trifling excoptions, are to the effect thot tho projected jomrmal
will aupply & want long folt.”

I might, in sending forth the following papea, atate something
gimilar with perfact truth, ainee if the littla wotl be an suecsssfnl s
(I sy it with all modcsty) it ought to be, it will woquestionably
supply a want long folt—by the anther.

It is frequently averred nowadsys that mueh that iz written bears
evidence of being of a non-prectical charecter, and under theso
cirenmetances, I felt I should take o pardonsble pride in being abls
to point o one volume in the Enplish langusee to which this stigma
could not be applied ; for T flatter myeelf the sulject of Impecuniosity
is one with which T have long—toc long—heen practically familiar,

H. G. Somepviiie,
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CURIOSITIES OF IMPECUNIOSITY.

CHAPTER I

THE MORAL AND IMMOBAL EF¥EQTY OF IMPECUNIOSITY.

“I win the good old times wonld come agsin, when we were not
quite o rich,” says Bridget Elia. I am sure we weré a great deal
happier, A purchase is bub & purchese now that you have mOney
gnongh. TFormerly it necd to be & trinmph.  Wlhen we coveted &
chenp Inzury, we were wsed to buve ¢ debate two or three days
before, and to weigh the for and agninst. and think what we might
spare it cut of, and what ssvings we conld hit npon thet would be an
equivalent, A thing was worth buging then, when we folt the
money we paid for it. Do you rememler the brown enit which yon
made to hang upon you, it grew so threadbars, and all becauss of
that folioc Beaumont and Fletcher which you drgzod home lute at
night from Barker’s in Covent Garden? Do you remember how
wo eyed it for weeks before we eonld mako wp our minds to the
putrchase, and had not come to o determination till 16 waa near ten
o'clock on the Baturdey night, when yor set off from Tslington,
fearing yon should be too late; and when the old bookseller with
somg grnmbling opened his shop, wnd by the {winkling taper
lighted ont the relic from his dusty tressurc-bonse, and when yom
Ingged it home wishing it were twice as combersome, aod when you
presented it to me, and when we were exploring the perfeetion of it,
and while I was repairing some of the loose lenves with paste, which
your impaticnce would aot sulfer to be left till daybresk, was there
no plessure in being o poor man ® Do you remember our pleasant
walks to Enfield, and Potter's Bar, and Waltham, when we bad o
holiday? Holidays and all other fan are gons now we are vich,—
and the little hand-basket in which I used to deposit our day's fure of
B



