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A TEACHERS® MANUAL

PART 1
INTRODUCTORY

This method of teaching hes been called THE NATURAL
Meraop for the following reasons:

1. The subject-matier is guited fo the notural instineds and
tnleresiz of childhood.

The Pamver is based on the familiar nursery rhymes.
These rhymes constifute the standard poetry of childhood.
As fundamental folklore they are the natural introduction
to literature. Indeed, as literature they have stood the test
of time. In the higher books rhymes give way to stories
many of which have been familiar to the child in all ages.
All these stories appeal to his instincts or to his natural
interests.

2. The meihod obeys the natural law of basing atiention
on tnferest. ‘

A strong motive for learning to read is furnished by
presenting material that is familiar to the child or that
appeals to natural interests of childhood. Knowing the
rhyme or story naturally awakens the desire to read it.
Thus a definite aim is presented. The child knows the
story by heart, and he readily sees that in order to read it
he must learn the symbols. But reading is something more
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than recognizing the form of what i3 known by sound.
Words must be recognized in diferent collocations, so that
ideas may become merged in thoughts. Tum Naturawn
MeraoD early uses the words as they become known in order
that they may become factors in thought-getting.

The rhymes used in the PriMeR fall into two classes:
{1) Those that lend themselves to somewhat elaborate de-
velopment because of complexity of content or the number
of new words they contain; and () those that do not de-
mand extended treatment. In the case of the former the
entire thyme is first presented in order to awaken the inter-
est of the child. Then follow onc or more pages, on each of
which are given a few new words with sentences to furnish
drill for fixing those words in the child’s memory. The en-
tire thyme is then taken up, and the learner is delighted tc
find that it contains words which are familiar. In the case
of rhymes simpler in content and vocabulary, the develop-
ment of the content and the word drill are confined to a
single page.

3. Tae Narurar Meraon dees not faligue the child,

The repetition of the words in sentences other than
those of the thyme adds ncw interest. The words taken
up in the various lessopns are few and they can easily be
learned.

4. Tae Narurar METHOD makes o sirong appeal o the
play instinct.

Play is the natural instinct of the child, by means of
which he finds a way not only te cxercise his surplus activ-
ity but ta lay the basis for his education. The acting of
the rhymes and stories of the reading lessons fosters this
instinct and stimulates the child’s imagination; thus, the
personzl touch which the child gives to the little drama be-
comes an important expression of individuality.
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5. Tee Narurar Merron presents the mechanics of read-
ing in an easy and natural way.

The English language is te some extent, at least, pho-
netic, Since to limit the instruction to en acquaintence
with the forms of words as wholes would make the teach-
ing of reading dry, formal, and difficult, some key for un-
locking the formidable arrangement of characters into words
must be furnished efter the word method has served its
purpose in the elementary stages of instruction, The study
of phonics furnishes a key. TaRE Narurar MerHOD recog-
nizes this. Phonics, however, is made to grow out of the
lessons, and is not taken up as a separate study until a stock
of words has been sequired to serve as a basis, Thus the
work proceeds easily and naturally.

6. Tar Naturar, MEeracD requires no elaborate prepa-
ration on the pari of the teacher,

The steps of the method as exemplified in the PRmER
may be briefly stated as:

{1) Recitation by the teacher.

{2) Repetition by the pupils,

(3) Dramatization hy the pupils,

{4) Study of the words of the lesson,

(5) Reading from the hlackboard or from the hook.

A special feature is made of the reviews. They have been
inserted at frequent intervals end are all in story form.
Thus the interest of the pupil is constantly stimulated. The
words seen in their new setting are fixed in the memory

without the aid of dry mechanical drill.

THE BLACKBOARD
The blackboard should he in constant requisition in the
teaching of reading, except in the advanced stages, and even

then occasional recourse to the board is advisable.
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The PriMer should not be put into the hands of the pu-
pils until about twenty pages have been read from the black-
board. If facilities are available for printing on slips of
paper the words as they are learned from the blackboard, a
wider range of preliminary work is possible, and the use of
the PrIMER can be postponed still later,

When the books are taken up the lesscns previously
read from the blackboard should be reviewed. The pupils
should then be allowed the free use of the book in order
that they may enjoy discovering old friends in new sur-
roundings.

The ready use of the blackboard necessitates the seript
character. The lessans should be written elearly and well in
the script charpeter employed in the school, Print should
be employed only when preparation is being made to take
up the book.

The chief advantage of the blackboard is that it saves
time. It wlso serves to stimulate as well as to focus the
child’s attention.

"The first reading lessona should be blackboard lessons,
The children having heard the rthyme see it grow on the black-
board under the teacher’s chalk at this stage, The object
of this stage is to associate in the child’s mind the spoken
word with its written picture.

A number of helpful devices toward this end will suggest
themselves to the teacher, A few are given here:

1. When an individual pupil is reading the story allow
another pupil to point,

2. The teacher may read while a pupil pointa.

3. Several slow pupils may point collectively while the
class read.

4. A group of three or four pupils may read and point
at the same time.
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