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CHARACTERS:REPRESENTEB:
MALES:
AHABUERUS. ... .....oivvunnnns ' ...King of Media and Persia.
HAMAN . oovciiims asooa i w v e Sy s His First Minister.
MORDECAL.... .........oo0nns A Jow, Gatle-Keaper of the Palace,
R BN e S S R The Royal Herald.
HATACH—VABHTI, DIBGUISED, INMALE ATTIRE..........
.................................. The Royal Beribe
Two Halberdiers, Haman's S8one, Soldiers, People.
FEMALES:
PROLOGUE. - .o v cvvcwmcan o v s vassmis By a little girl
VAR o v i i s S R The Queen
BSTHEER o i st s o Mordecai’s Ward.
BB oo o e i a0 TR e Haman's Wife.
First Maid of Honor, Becond Maid of Hunnr, Court Ladies, Maids
of Honor.
K
BIVISIGNS:

Parr Firer.—THE CORONATION OF ESTHER.
Panr Becowp.—THE DOOM OF THE JEWA.
Panr Tuirn.—PRIDE COMES TO GRIEF.

Parr Fourrn.—THE INSTITUTING OF PURIM.

K

SCENE.

A pillared, wide-open palace-court of SBhusan, in back part of
which are thrones for king and queen, magnificently draped.

COSTUMES.
Ancient Persian jand Hebrew styles, brilliant and varied ee
much a8 possible in color and material, § Specially required : king's
and queen’s rayal purple mantles ; sackeloth—garment for Mordecai

in Part IT,
PROFPERTIES.

Shepherd’s crook for Mordecai. ¥ King's and queen's golden
crowne. Megillah—a parchment scroll. Golden aceptre for king,
Trumpet, with flag-vail, used afterward ss sacred cover for Megillah.
Sack, apparently filled with ashes. Royal signet-ring.




PROLOGHE.

Little girl, comes’oul,’before the curizin rises.

Ladies, Gentlemen und Fellow-Wembers:
[l tell you a secret—but do not betray—
What I now to you shall in confidence say:
My comrades will try to amuse you awhile—
They'll make you believe—I know you will smile—
That they are great actors—just waich well their fuces ;
Their strutting the stage—their talk and grimaces ;
Their hande and their feet—their he-hes and ha-hes—
Their jerking of heads and their working of jawe ;
And sure you will think, the girle 2nd the boye—
Resemble quite natural some foe wooden toye.
But do not believe, friende, that I hither came
To mock my dear mates and make of them game;
To have your opinion forestalled and forejudged,
Becanse I have some of their weaknesses nudged.
Yow let e no lees, while they still at we pout—
To you their strong cluims snd their merits point out:
Firet then and foremoet your favorites they are,
And therefore each ehould t0 you seem like & star,
The love which Lo angels your darlings exalls,
Will now too forgive them their amatenr fanlte.
Tie & pity, my dears, that out of the whole,
Kot each could have plaved the prineipal role.
Ope had to be firet and one bad 0 be last;
In gpite of all envy such must be the cast,
1 all will endeavor to fill out their part
The smaller the vompass, the geeater the art !
'Tie the slory of ' Eether,” we will now 1ecile ;
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The “M'gillah,"* of ¢ld ; on Purimi{ at night,
To be read in Hebrew, a8 has been in vogus,

In orthodox fashioned Synagogue.

We think it a more intelligent way,

That you underatand what we kave to say.
Therefora you must not think it wrong

That we shall apeak in our mothar-tongos.
Each one a character of the event

Will faithfol endeavor to répresent.

Bo patient with ns—indualgent and kind—

And bear this my humble petition in mind :
Judge our good intentions and not what we do;
I bid you thus welcome! Adieu, frisnds, adien !

{Kisses her hands at audience and exita v, K., after which the eurtain rises.)

#*The book of Esther written on a parchment scroll. {The Feast of
Eather on the 14th day of the 12th moenth Adar.



PART FIRST.

THE CORONATION OF ERTHER.
Ahasuerus (Enters majestically from r. b Bugle enlls as he
comes.)—
Behold | I'm King Ahasuerus | the mighty potentate!
From * Judah ™ unto “Cush " extends my power, reign and state.
To Shusan—my greal capital, have come from far and near
My vassala to a royal feast—they are all gatherad here.
From hundred and seventy provinces of North, South, West and
East,
I show them my unbounded wealth, in revelry they feast.
And now to make my happiness complete for all my life:
I'll prove to them this mighty king has, too, the fairest wife.
Therefore I'll bid Vashti, the gueen, forthwith shall show her
face—

Nobility and people may behold her beautoous grace.
[ Bxit r. b

Haman { Enters pompously L h. and advances to front. )—
Haman is my name—the last # Amalekite 1"*
Adviser to the king! In influence and might,
But ons degres to him st present, an inferior,
To all his subjects (aside) nay in time, too, his superior. {aloud)
A confidential messsge I bear unto hie queen,
Who to appear in public she has commanded been.
If I but know her right—this woman, with a will
Of her own, dare regent the outrage, bold and ill,
Against all Bastern. customs of femzale modesty.
There will be serious trouble, [ warrant it—you’ll see.
[ Exit haughtily [. L.

*The Talmud traces back the geneslogy of Haman to Amalek and
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Vashtl { Enters weeping, v, h)—
And this to me? the gueen | unprecedented shame!

I will reseut the outrage !—or ¥ashti’s not my name!

I, who brought up retired—atrict Oriental fashion,

Now be made sacrifice to his unbounded passion,

For hollow pride and power. I? show myself? indeed !

{stampe her fect)
1 will not go—no never—nor hia vile bidding heed !
[ Muses, walking to and fro—more composed )

These men will always play our maeters, and be they low or be
they high,

Will rule and lord it over woman, at least they will imperious try.

Weak-minded, pliant and obedient, our sex most always does
submit ;

Ayelit were diffarent had they only alittle more of pride and wit.

For we by nature fair &nd lovely, the nobler part of human kind,

To men superiatively better, in soul and body, heart and mind;

We bear the burden of existence, serve from the cradle to the
grave.

Yet could ba free if we would never permit ourselves to be the
slave,

I'd willingly become & beggar or instantly would rather die,

To be example to my sieters, while [ my lord’s command defy.

True ! he has given ma thess baubles, a royal diadem and crown,

Like pretty puppets men adorn us, with gaudy gems and costly
gown ;

And then degrade us as their creatures. Now lot one learn what
WOIan ¢an

If once aroused ; that she is stronger than most deapotic, selfish
man. >

I know the time is near approaching when females will their
righta aseert.

The mors advanced will be determined to act harmonious in con-
cert.

They will no longer then permit it, that man ahall rule the world
alone ;

Andwill no longer be the servanta of kitchen, fessting-hall or
throne. L
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‘Woe too ean traffic. plead and labor, can sculpture, eing and play
and paint;

Strong-minded women will hereafler take Yashii for their patron
saint. '

Ahaguerus, he will rage and bluster, that I his bidding disobey |

I soorn his wrath—defy his anger; the conmeguence be what it
may. [Exit L b

Haman (7. A. exultingly.)—
I knew it all beforehand—the king will foam and rage!
Defiance makes him sora, and like a lion in his cags,
He'll apring upon whatever may come within his resch—
The flame T'll faed however to widen'still the breach.
“ A fine time ™ I will say—* we men will have hereafter
“ If even monarchs may becoms the stock for laughter,
“ I'n being thus dafied by woman—she hin wife;
* And baving bold denied—the rights of sovereign life.
¢ No woman shall thus boast—Queen Vashti thou art lost I"
( Fashei kaa been seen fietoning and gesdiculating. Haman exitel h.)

Carboni, (the Herald, comes with trumpel and flag. Enders v h.,
gives three bugle calls while entering }—
Carboni, I, the Herald, come by the king's behest;
Proclaiming to the nation, to make it manifest :
Queen Vashti's disobedience is punighed just but sore (bugle call )
That it be known : A hushand ia master evermore,

In his own family ; the wives they muest and shall obey—
Whatever are men’s wishes or what demand they may I (bugle call.)
(Takes flag from bugle.)

Thie is the vail—death-dooming vail—by Haman'a atern com-
mand
To be placed on her guilty head, for treason--by my hand.

It is the sign that she who haa the king's mandate opposed,
From crown and throne, from reyalty, from reign, aye ! is deposed.
(Bbnegle eoil.}

And then all maidena of the land, how rich or poor connected,
Avre bid, present themaelves at court ; from them shall be selected

b



