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PREFACE

The purpese of these Lessons iz {0 state as briefly and as clearly
as possible the most important rules of French syntax, and to offer a
sufficient quantity of material for rranslation from Lnglish into French
to give the student a thorough drill in applving these rules. A knowl-
edge of the forms and of the simplest rules is presupposed.

By having the syntax brief and the exercises placed directly after
the part of the syntax under discussion, no time or patience need he
lost in looking up references to grammars, nor will the sfudent be con-
fused by a multiplicity of rules, many of which, while necessary in a
complete prammar, would serve only to bewilder the mind of the be-
ginner. To facilitate references the syntax has been paragraphed
continuously,

It has been found best not to pay any attention to the recent
changes now “tolerated” in French orthography and syntax.

The three sets of exercises following each lesson are graded accord-
ing to their difficulty, thus giving sufficient material for different classes
of students.  In order to prevent mechanical translations the sentences
of a given lesson are so chosen that they do not all {llustrate the syntax
of the lesson. -

As the idioms in French offer one of the preatest difficulties in
mastering the language, a few of the most common idiomatic phrases
have been added to each lesson, and sentences containing these phrases
are given in the exercises for the anke of further drill.  Special attention
has also been given to the modal auxilinries.

The part on letter-writing is intended to give the student a knowl-
edge of French forms of address. Only a few notes are given, because

this part of French composition offers the best opportunity for original
i
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writing which adds varicty and interest to the work and which is of
the greatest value in learning to wrile French. The teacher must,
however, control both the form and the subject-matter of the letters
in order to prevent the student from making too exclusive use of
phrases already familiar,

The vocabulary has been made as complete as possible in order to
avoid tiresome cross-references.

The authors wish to acknowledge their special indebtedness to
Professor F. L. Critchlow of Princeton University for his careful re-
vision of the whole of the manuscript, and for his many valuable
sugpestions, most of which have been incorporated in the hook.

Thanks are also due to Professer Christian Gauss of Princeton
University, who has read part of the manuscript, and to Professor W.
Sihler of Luther College, for reading part of the proof,

Pravceton, N. ], Januery; 1gay.
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