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TO
ADMIRAL ERBEN

My pEAR ADMIRAL,—You, sif, have borne the American
flug on so many seas,—in so many affales,—before so many peo-
ples,—that 1 venture to put your name,—distinguished in the
service of the United Staves,—before this tale of Chalmerte,

Whae finer Inteoduction could it have, thouph fndeed but 5
landsman's tale# Yer I may hesltate; for who may spin a yarn
better tham yourself? who lenows so well how to fazcinate with
same rape account? who may ses more eeadily the faults, the
incomgruities of my attempt?  May I hepe that your name will

prove the talisman which shall cormmand for ¥ Chalmotte' some
favar ¥

T I am, &ir
Yours faithfully
CLINTON ROSS
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DED

At New Yorg, a7th Apdl, "oy
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

Thres baoks on cities stand out pretminent for
charm of subject and grace of manner,—
D" Amicis"s !¢ Congesntinople,”’ Stevenson's
 Edinboro,”" and Miss King'a ' New Orleans ;"'
and to this loat § must acheowledge my debt
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