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INTRODUCTION

T

THE FIRST ORATION.

i

Arvmee the asapspination of Juling Caaear, on the Ides of
March, 44 p.c., Marcns Antopins, hiz eoll & 1o the con-
sulship, at first mede overtarss of friendship to the con-
gpirators, and it waa sgreed on the one hand that nonotice
ahonld be taken of his death; on the other, that all his
‘measures should be ratified. On the day of hia foneral,
however, Antonius exeited the people againat the passssing,
by dwelling in his foneral oration on the prowess of Cesar
and his generosity towsrds his fellow-citizens ; and populer
indignation rose to such a pifeh, that the chisf conspira.
tora were obliged to flea from HRome,

Antonins, being left master of the position, wis st first
very moderate in his policy; bot nally he developed
‘plans of avarice and self-aggrandisement, which he pro-
moted to o great extent by forgeries, professing to ema-
nate from Cessr's papers; while he seoored his personal
:afety by establishing & body-gnard, snd won the favour
-of the veterans by & new assignment of lands.

The first serwus check to his schemes was given by
Gaing Octovive, the futore emperor Augustus, the gread-
nephew and adopted son of Julins Cwsar.

On hearing of the dictator's death, he hastened to Ialy,
and at Brundisiom was warmly welcomed by the veterans,
to whom he announced himeelf as (ains Juline Cwmsar
Octavianns, thus claiming his adoption by his nncle. After
& favourable interview with Cicero, who had left the eity
shortly after the conspirators, he went to Bome abont the
beginning of May, and there ingratiated himself with the
leading senators, as the direct oppooent of Anfonius.
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9 INTRODUCITION IO THE FIRST ORATION.

By thiz time Decimue Brutus had retired to his pro-
vinos of Cisalpine Gaul, Trebonins and Cimber to Asia and
Bithynia. Marcue Brutos and Cassins were still in Ttaly,
baving been rived of their provinces by Antonius.
Cicero, feeling that little conld be done till new consnls
ghonld enter on office, determined to go to Grecee, and
actunlly get eail from Iencopetra. Driven back by stress
of weather, and hearing that things were locking brighter
at home, he chenged his plans, and went back to Rome on
Aungnst 31. He found that Antonios had summoned a
meeting of the senate for Beptember 1, but wishing to
watch the conrse of events, he pleaded indisposition ss an
excase for not attending. Antonine took the opportonity
of delivering a violent harangue against him, which Cicero,
in the consul's absence, answered at snother mesting of
the semate on the following dey. In it his tone is etn-
dicnsly moderate, as thongh he felt that thare waa still a
poagibility of pescs; and hie criticism is directed rather
ﬁ'nﬁh’ i:ia conenl's public policy than sgainst his private

The apeech is the first of & long series directed againgt
.!-.ntonius,P?i’ which fonrteen are ﬁiﬁnnt. Of thess, sleven
wera dalivered in the sensbo, two—the fonrth and sizth— °
&t poblic meetinge in the Forum, while the second, the
moat famions of them all, was never delivered, but pub-
lished as & pamphlet in the Istter part of 44 5.c. The name
of Philippics, which has bean givon to these orations, from
their guppased resemblance to those of Demosthenes against
Philip of Macedon, is st least as old az the time of Juvenal.
The series not only containa some of Cicero's finest speeches,
bot has o further inberest as showing Cicerc's position in
the state at the most Inflnentiel and most honourable period
of his life, and as giving us contemporary evidence about
= very important crisis in the commonwealth.



M. TULLIGS CICERO'S
FOURTEEN PHILIPPIC ORATIONS.

THE FIRST ORATION.

Berors entering, my lords, upon the topics which at
the present moment seem to need discussion, I will
briefly explain the causes of my leaving Ttaly, and of
my premature return. S0 long a8 I conld hope that
the republic had at length returned to its allegiance and
admitted your authority, I resolved that I was bound te
remain at home on guard a8 consular® and senator,
Nor, indeed, did I either leave the city, or cease to
keep a watehful eye upon the state, from the day on
which we were convened in the temple of Tellus, Im
that temple, to the beat of my powers, I laid the foun-
dations of peace, and followed the example set by the
Athenians of old, I even employed a Greek word,
which had been uged at Athens in softening down the
asperities of eivil war; and, under the pame of ‘am-
nesty,” proposed that all recollection of our quarrels
should be blotted out for ever in oblivien. Om that
occasion, if the speech of Antonina was noble, hie reso-

1 The word ¢ congularis,’ meaning ¢ ona who bad beld the office
of consul,’ has oo equivalent in English, and being a term of fre-
quent oceurrence, it f8 thought betler to reimin it as a technical
expression,
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4 A PUELITVS CICERO'E [cHAP.

lution was superb; it was, in short, through him and
his son that peace wae established with our most dis-
tinguished citizens. And with this beginning all that
followed for & fime agread, He invited the leading men
in Rome to disoussions at his henee about the welfare of
the state; the reports which he made to the semate
were beyond praise; uothing was then found in the
papers of Cesar except what wee generally known to be
contained in them. He answered any questions which
were put to him with unvarying coneistenoy, Are any
exiles recalled ¥ ¢ One,’ he said, *and only one.’ Areany
exemptions from tazation granted ? *No,' he nnswered,
tnone. He even wished uwe to vote for the motion of
Berviue Sulpicius, my most honourable friend, that
from and after the Tdes of March no publication should
be made of any decres or grant ae issuing from Cmsar.
T pass over much, that calls for praise, and hasten as
my speech prompts me to the crowning act of Antonines.
The dictatorship, which had already usurped the um-
constituiional power of & monarchy, he abohshed utterly
as an office in the state. To this proposal we agreed
without debate. He had brought with him a form of
decree to express his wishes, and on hearing what he
had written we aupported him with the greatest enthu-
sissm, and pessed & formal vote of thanks to him in
most fiattering terms.

A ray of light appeared to be shed over us when we
were freed not only from the despotism which we had
actually endured, but from any fear of its recurrence
in the future; and he gave no slight pledge to the
gtate of his degire that It comstitution should be free,
when he utterly abalished the title of dictator, which
hed often been held under constitutional limitations,
because of its recent association with a perpetual die-
tatorship. A few days later the senate was delivered
from the danger of n massaere, and the fugitive slave
was exeouted who had uéurped the name of Graius
Marius. All this was done in concert with his col-
league; for other things which followed, Dolabella was
alone responsible, though I believe that had Antoniue
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not been abwent from Rome he would have joined in
carrying them out,

For when Dolabells saw that an evil of indefinite
proportions was astealing into the state, and spreading
further every day, and that a monument was erected in
the Forum by the very men who had solemnised that
funeral s0 unworthy of the name, and that the templea
and houses of our citizens were daily being threatened
by scoundrels with slaves no better than themselves,
then he made such an example both of the wicked
and andacious slaves, and even more especially of their
profligate and unserupulous masters, that it sceme to
me & marvel that the period which followed differed so
entirely from that single day. For on June 1, when
they had summoned us to mest, s change came over
everything. Nothing was done through the ageney of
the senate ; many important messures were carried with
the sanction of the pecple, in that people’s abeence and
agminst their will. The cousuls-alect said they dared
not come into the senate. The saviours of their country
were exiles from the eity, frum whose neck they had
cast off the yoke of slavery, though all the time the
conzuls themselves, both at public meetinge and in
private conversation, were always speaking of them in
the highest terms. Those who elaitned the name of
veterans, whose intereste thiz House had guarded with
moat jealous care, were excited not to protect what they
already possessed, but to enterfain hopes of mew spoil
And as I preferred hearing of these things to seeing
them with my own eyes, and as I was at liberty to use
a commission which I held as legaius,' I left Rome
with theintention of being at home again on January 1,
which seemed likely to be the earliest day on which a
meeting of the senate would ba held.

These, my lords, were the reasons why I went
abroad. I will now tell you very shortly why I turned
back, for that was more remarkable. Having avoided,

! Lsgates, an officer in the suite of a eomsul or governor of o
provinca, who was at omoe hie eonfidential adviser and his sub-
stitute in case of abuence.



