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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

U. 8. DEFARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
Bureavu or BroLogioal Survery,
Washington, . C., April 15, 1811.
Sme: I have the honor fo iransmit herewith, for publication as
North American Fauna No. 34, & Revision of the Spiny Pocket Mice
(genera Heteromys and Lionys), by Edward A. Goldman, field
naturalist, Biological Survey. The spiny pocket mice are widely
distributed in the drer parts of North America, and, although of
small mize, are of considerable economic importance, owing io the
fact that they feed chiefly on seeds, including weed seads, corn, wheat,
and beans. Comparatively little has been known of the relationships
and distribution of these animals, Henee the need of the present
revimion, which brings the subject up to date and will materiaily
lessen the lshors of those who have occasion to study and identify the
animals. :
Respectfully, :
Heney W, Hexamaw,
Chief, Biological Survey.
Hon. James WiLsox, '

Secrelary of Agriculture.
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REVISION OF THE SPINY POCKET MICE.

(Genera Herrrouys and Liouys.)

By Epwarp A, GoLpuaw.

INTEODUCTION.

The epiny pocket mice of the genera Heteromys and Liomye belong
to the family Heteromyids, & group of mammals widely distributed,
especially in the drier parts of North America. The other members
of the family are the pocket mice of the genus Perognathus and the
kangaroo rats of the genera Dipodomys, Perodipus, and Mierodipo-
dops. Although of small size, these rodents are of considerable
economic importance in many regions, owing to their excessive num-
bers and their habit of feeding on grain and other seed, which they
earry off in their cheek pouches.

In Heteromys and Liomys the pelags is composed mainly of flattened
and grooved bristles or spines, which readily distinguish these genera
from all the others. The genus FLiemys, with numerous forms,
overlapa the other Heteromyida in geographie range, but gradually
replaces them from southern Texas southward through Mexico. The
genus Heteromys includes an austral group of species, some of which
range in northern South Amarica.

HISTORY AND MATERIAL.

A species of Heferomys was first described and figured under the
name Mus anemalus, from the Island of Trinidad, by John Vaughn
Thompson.! In s paper read March 3, 1812, before the Linnman
Society of London he gave an excellent desgription, which was pub-
lished in the Transactions of the Society three yearslater. Thompson
was well aware of the peculiar characters of the animal, and regarded

3 Trans, Lino. Boe. Lond., X, pp. 161-163, pl. 10, 1915
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