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Dearly Belored DBretliven,
We think it expedient o give vou
a brief acconnt of the rise of Mothod-
ismy, both in Europe aml Ameriea. “Tn
1729, two yvowoy men, 1n LEngland,
reading the Dible, =aw they could not
be zaved withont lwliness: followed
after it, aml inciled others so o do.  In
1737, they saw, likewize, that men are
justified before they are sancufed : but
still holiness was theirubject. God then
thrust them out to raise a holy people™
In the year 1766, Plolip Embury, o
local preaclier of our =ociety, from Ire-
land, beman w preach in the caty of
New-York, and formed 2 society of his
ewn countrymen and the citizens ; and
e same year, Thomas Webb preached

® Those are the words of Messrs. Wesley
themaeives,
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in a hired rvoom near the harracks.
Ahout the zame tme, Hobert Straw-
bridge, a local preacher from Treland,
settled in Fredorick connly, in the state
of Marvland, arul, preaching there, form-
od some sociotivs. The first Methodist
church was built in New-York m 1768
ar 1764 and im 1769 Richard Board-
man and Josepl Pilmoor came to New-
Yaork ; who were the first regular Me-
thodist preschers on the continent. In
the latter emd of the vesr 1771, Iranciz
Asbury and Iichard Wozhe, of the
same order, Came over.

We believe that Gunls desion in
TRIEINT W] the I:-I‘-;r;u'i:[-r:-: ealled Aethod-
1505 in Americi, was o relonn the oon-
tunent, and spread Seripture holiness
over these lands. As g proof hereof,
we have seen; since that time, & greas
and glorious work of God, from New-
York, through the Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Marvland, Virginia, Morth
and South Carolina, and Georgia; as
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also, of late, to the extromities of the
westorn and onstern slates.

Wi esteem it our duty and privilege
most ezrnesily o recommend to you, as
members of our Charch, our rorm or
piacierive, which has been founded on
e oxperience of a long series of yoars:
as alzo om the observationy aml romarks
we have made on aneient aml modern
Churches,

We wizh to sea this hile publicanon
in the bovse af every Methodist ; i
the wore o, as 1t comlains the aricles
of relision maintained more or less, in
part or i whele, by every reformed
Clinreh 1o the world.

Far frowm xt*irshin.g yuu b e ignorant
of anv of our dectrines, or any part ol
our diseipline, we desive you to rewl,
mark, learn, and mwardly digest the
whole.  You onght, next to the word
of God, to procure the aricles and
canons of the Church to which you
belong.,  This present edition iz small
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and cheap, and we can asaure vou that
the profits of the sale of 1t shall be
apphied o charitable and religious pur-
poscs,

We remain yvour very affectionate
brethren amd pastors, who labour nigle
and day, both mn public and in private,
for your good.

ROBERT R, EORERTE,
JOSHUOA S0ULE,
BELIJAH 1IIEDDING,
JAMES (0. ANDREW,
BEVELRLY WA,
THOMAS A MORRIS.
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CHAPTER T.
SROTION T.

QF fhe Origine of (e Methodizt Fpee-
cepotd Cherch,

Tuw prewchers wwl menbers of onr eociety
in peneral, bewne convieed o ters was
a_mreat defiecuey of vitel wehoion o e
Clurel of Baclend In Asscricn, and boing
in many placez destimte ol e Ol
sacraments, e severnl of tha clerer Liad
fpczaken therr chiurehes, requested the 1adr
Rev. John Weslew to take el measores,
i fus widow aud prudenee; as woukd affond
them snaeahle veliel in thelr disteess,

In eonsequenesn of thie, oor vememblo
fricud, wheo, wder CGrod, hod been the faber
of the ereat vevival of religion pow exiend-
my over the carth, by tho means of the
Methadisiz, determined to ordain ministers
for Ameriea; and for tlis parpose, in the
year 1764, sent over thres resuingly ordpin-
ed eleyay: but prefornmg the episcopal mode
of Choreh povernment to any other, he
sulemoly set apart, by the impesition of his



