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FOREWORD

! 1 ts with deep apology that I venture to swell
the ranks of those people who write their
little books after therr little visils to Nussia.

In defence I can only say thal this was nol
writfen  for publication. I have alwavs kept a
diary, in monotonous as o evenfful days. In
publishing a record of wry stay i Moscow I am
submilting to pressuve withowt which 1 wonld not
venture wpon such a line. Mine ts not the business
of writing, nor are politics my concern. I wenl fo
Moscow where some portrait work was offercd me,

LThere are people in England who are indienant
at my doing Lenin and Trotsky, There were
feople i Moscow whe were horrified because [
had done Churclill, und expressed a desive to do
d Awnunzio, but as a portrattist 1 have nothing
to do with politics,; it 1s humanity that interests
me, hamanity with ifs force and ifs weakness,
s amittions and fears, s honesty and lack of
scruples, ils perfection and deformitics.

There ave of course people who are pleasanter
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to work for than others, people in whose environ-
ment one feels happier and more atl ease.

In this diary are writlen freely the impressions
of a guest among people who have been much talked
about.

From this point of view, and without any political
pretentions, I offer it to whomsoever it may interest,



