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PREFACE.

We would ask the unbiased attention of the
reader to the examination of the following pages.
We say unbiased, beeause we think it necessary,
in order to judge fairly of their merits, that the mind
should be divested of the strong and bitter preju-
dices which have been ecreated against Russia.
We do not blame any one for forming such opin-
1ons ; indeed, we do not see how it could have
been otherwise. Our country has been flooded
with books, pamphlets, and tracts, containing false
statements respecting the policy and acts of the
Russian government ; and what has been still more
effectunl, we have had hosts of lecturers, who, for
years, have been canvassing almost every town and
village, calumniating Russia and vilifying the Em-
peror Nicholas. These lecturers, with hardly an
exception, have been, and are, natives of Poland,
who well know, when speaking to an audience,
that, however absurd their statements, and enor-
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mous their falsehoods, may be, it has not been
in the power of any one to contradict or refute
them.

It is strange, indeed, that there has never ap-
peared a single line, or lecturer, in behalf of Russia
and its abused but excellent monarch; and this
work (in the preparation of which we have been
assisted by a literary friend) is designed to throw
some light upon the subject, — well convineed that
our countrymen will never consent to have any
one " condemned unheard;’ therefore, it is be-
.Jeved that it will be efficacious in enlightening
the minds of the people, and in dissipating those
prejudices which have for years existed.

Courr Brreer, Sept. 25, 1844,
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