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PREFACE

SoME LITTLE TIME 460 my kind friend Dr. Ferdinand Keller,
the President of the Bociety of Antiquaries at Ziirich, who
{frequently keeps me informed of what is going on in the
archaeology of his district, sent to me the first part of the
Proceedings of his Society for the present year. It contained
anl account of the Excavation at the Kesslerloch, a cave of
the Beindeer period near Schalthansen. The moment I saw
it it struck me that it was of very great iuterest; and it
occurred to me very forcibly that it ought to be translated
into English. This idea was communicated to Dr. Keller,
and he at once assented, and very kindly allowed me to
have lithographic transfers from the Bociety’s plates ; so that
the drawings now before the reader are the actual original
sketches,

Such is the origin of the present little volume. Icamnot
think that I am wrong in considering the excavation in this
cave as vne of the most interesting which has been made
for years ; and though it must be confessed that the following
report is by no means perfect—that it is defective in some
parts and redundant in others—yet it iz a wonderful pro-
duction for a young author, for such in fact is the excavator
of the Kesslerloch.

In certain cases where it appears to me that the author
is mot quite correct I have ventured on adding notes stating
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my opinion ; and I have also gone so far as to alter in a very
small degree the style where it appeared to me fo be in-
appropriate. Otherwise the whole report is left precisely in
the words of the author, although to regular antiquaries it
may appear that it might have been shortened with advan-
tage-

It would be hardly correct if in a preface to this most
interesting account I omitted to state the astonishment
which these prehistoric drawings have cansed in certain
quarters, almost amounting to scepticism as to their genuine-
ness. But, on the other hand, it may perhaps be sllowable
to state a few facts which somewhat bear upon this point.
In the course of the past summer, finding myself in Germany,
it seemed very desirable to sce with my own eyes the
objects which had been found at the Kesslerloch, and also to
visit the place itself. When at Ziirich I had the good for-
tane to meet with Mr. Franks, who, it is well known, has
paid very great atiention to prehistoric matters—in fact Le
had been attracted to Switzerland by these very discoveries.
With great kindness he allowed me to accompany him to
dehallhausen, where a large portion of these relics are
deposited in the Museum there, and alse to the cave itself,
Dr. Von Mandach, the President of the Schaffhausen Natural
History Society, accompanied us. The sketch forming the
frontispiece was taken during this hasty visit, and was after-
wards corrected by a sccond glance.

It will, I hope, not be a breach of confidence if I mention
the facts as to the excavation which came to my knowledge.
Thayngen is reached by the railway from SchafThausen in
little more than a quarter of an hour. Mr, Merk, the author
of the present report, was for some time the Government
‘teacher of practical science’ there; and when he had dis-
covered the cave, it was arranged with the Schaffhausen
- Society, of which the active and intelligent Dr. Von Mandach,



