PRACTICAL POLITICCS,
NO.IV; BRITISH
COLONIAL POLICY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649316663

Practical Politiccs, No.IV; British Colonial Policy by Sir David Wedderburn

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



SIR DAVID WEDDERBURN

PRACTICAL POLITICCS,
NO.IV; BRITISH
COLONIAL POLICY

ﬁTrieste






NOTE.

THE object of this Series, prepared for the National
Liberal Federatinn, ia to afford information on sub-
jeets of politieal importance, with the design of
stimulating inquiry and aiding in the formation of
sound and instructed publie opinion.

In inviting Contributions, and in smanging for the
publication of the Series, the National Liberal Fede-
mation does not stand committed to the views ex-
pressed by the respeciive writers; nor is any one of
the contribators responsible for anything beyond the
statements and arguments contained in his own essay.

Atras CrameEns, Panamar Braeer, BIRMINoRAM,
February, 1881,

ALREADY PUBLISHED.
I. Tae BEvarioss of Lawpronn asp TeNANT, BY JAMES
Howarp, M. P,

II. Forewss Poulcy, sy tHE Ricar Howr, Moustsruant E
Granr Durr, M.P.

IT1. Freepox or Layn, sy Tae Riear Hox. G. SHAw-LEFEVRE,
M.P.

IV. Barrsr Corowian Poutey, 57 3tk Davio WEDDERBURN,

Posracripr.—The completion of the Series has been
unexpectedly delayed ; Sir Charles Dilke and the Right
Hon, Joseph Chamberlain having withdrawn the papers
protised by them, in consequence of their acceptance of
office in Mr. Gladstone’s Ministry,



242

BRITISH COLONIAL POLICY.

8y

S1r DAVID WEDDERBURN, Bagr, M.P,

Yonnon :
MACMILLAN AND CO
1881.

The Right of Translation is Reserved,



P A Y

m: :
' . R. Cray, Bows, axor Tavugm
’ ' BRELD STREET WILL.

e



BRITISH COLONIAL POLICY.

TeE relations between Great Britain and one of Ak
her most important Colonies are at present in ainmum
state of severe temsion, and Englishmen of hoth?:};ﬂ;j:‘l
the great political parties are fully persuaded by
the course of events in Bouth Afriea that we have
reached 2 new point of departure in our Colonial '
policy. We eannot in future allow ourselves to be
dragged into costly and disastrous wars with
African barbariana by the Government of the Cape
Colony, over whose aetion we exercise no control,
just as we cannot permit our treaty obligations
towards the United States to be overridden, and
our friendly relations to be imperilled, by an Aect
of the Legislature of Newfoundland.

These Colonies are in the enjoyment of
“responsible ' Government, but they seem to have
never yet realised their own responsibility, although
in Bouth Africa that realisation seems now likely
to be effected after a very tragie fashion, and the
Colonists may find that their unaided strength
is not adequate to the struggle which their rash-
ness has provoked in Basutoland.
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When the Transvaal Territory was annexed it
was asserted that the Native inhabitants desired
protection againat the Boers, while the Boers
in their turn required protection against the
Natives, and that all alike were prepared to
weleome the British flag. Unfortunately British
protection is so little appreciated by the Natives,
that the most powerful tribes within our territory
are in open revolt, and it is only too probable
that the Boers may make common ecause with
the Natives against us.

The Home Bor the calamities which bave recently occurred
ment not 80d are still impending in South Africa the Home
Diiemt, Government is not primarily to blame, As happened
so often in the early history of our Indian Empire,
the most decisive steps, for good or ill, were taken
by local officers without waiting for authority from
home, There was no electric eable between Europe
and South Africa until a few months ago ; but now
the telegraph has rendered it impossible for the
future that England should find herself committed,
withont her own knowledge, to the destruction of a
native kingdom or the annexation of an independent
republic. =
tljgms- The Colonial policy of British statesmen has
Bitish  from time to time undergone remarkable fluctua-
Colonial
paliey.  tions. There was an early period when Colonists
were regarded as mere dependents, to e governed
{or the exclusive benefit of the Mother-country, and
to be taxed without their own conseut, their duty
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being to take home manufactures, whether i:-hey
wanted them or not, to gend all their saleable produce
into the home market, and to receive upon their
shores the offscourings of the criminal population.
This was the Spanish theory of Colonial obligations,
and when it was rudely dispelled by the American
war of Independence, the policy afterwards adopted
by the British Government erred in the opposite
extreme. The Colonists were allowed to enjoy
the chief privileges of self-government, and were
relieved of its most serions burdens; costly arma-
ments being mainteined at the charge of the British
exchequer for the protection of the Colonies against
all dangers, real or imaginary. This state of affairs
could not be permanent : it was justly stigmatized -
as tending to make the Colonies a uscless burden
on the Mother-country, and even to produce, rather
than to prevent, the risk of Colonial wars, Again
a change took place, and those statesmen who with-
drew the garrisons of imperial troops from the
Australasian and North American Colenies were at
first accused of wilfully promoting the disruption
of the empire. But what have been the actual
results ¥ On our side the loss of a few healthy and
agreeable military stations may be set off against
a considerable reduction in the army estimates,
as well as in the loss of men by deser£1011 On
their side the Colonists have cheerfully recognised
the obligation of prosperous, self-governing com-
.munities to provide for their own defence, and have
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made the important discoyery that the presence of
standing armies is not conducive to the maintenance
of peace. In particular the white pecple of New
Zealand have found, sinee the departure of the
red-coats, that it iz possible to settle without
fighting their disputes with their Maori neighbours,
and the two raees are now living side by side on
terms of political equality.

If it were possible to earry out in other quarters

nrzr&wt of the globe the policy which has proved so suc-

e cessful in North America, in Australia, and in

where,

New Zealand, the prospecta of the British Colonial
Empire would indeed be bright. Irthose fortunate
eountries the Colopnists are exempt alike from
vexatious interference and enfeebling protection
on the part of the Mother-country. They feel
themselves to be a source of strength, instead of
a burden, to their countrymen at home, and they
cherish a proud loyalty for the British erown and
flag, urging only the sentimental grievance that
people in the old country do mot take sufficient
interest in Colonial affairs. Especially of Austra-
lasia ean it truly be said that in the great islands
of the Bouthern Ocean a Young England has arisen,
cherishing for Old England the affection of »
daughter, not the jealousy of a rival. A mighty
nation, has been already founded—a nation looking
to England as a model in politics, in arf, in
literature, even in sports,—living our life,
thinking our thoughts, reading our hooks, and



