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INTRODUCTION.

-

CRITIOIEM OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS.

Trin fiftesn or sixtesn yesrs of religions history compriesd in this volume
in the embryonic of Christianity, are the with which we are
best mninted. Jesus and the primitive Church at Jern=alem re-
aemble the Images of o far-off parwdise, lost in & myeterions mist.  On
the other hand, the arrival of 5S¢ Paol at Rome, in consequence of the
step the Author of the Acts has taken In closing ab that jencture his
narrative, marks in the history of Cheistian origins the commencement
of & profonnd darkness into which the bloody glare of the barbarcus
feasts of Wero, and the thumders of the Apocalypse, cast only a few
glunmﬂ. In particular, the death of the Apostlea is enwvelo in an
mupenetrable obscurity. On the contrary, the era of the missions of St
Paul, especially of the second mission snd the third, ia known to ue
thremgh documents of the greatest valuoe. The Acts, till them =o
legendary, become md-dﬂ? quite sathentic; the last cha y BOI0-
In part of the narrstive of pn eye-withess, are the sole complete
: ﬁﬁm:‘,h“ﬁﬁnsi which we have of the early times n!mi[ihrlsl.j.nnitj.
n fine, uaaym'a,l;hm«ughn ﬂleg-av-a rara in similar aircum-
stamees, provide ns with dmrmr:r!:; tha uiatg of which are ahsolutaly
pathentic, and n series of lotters, the most im t of which have
withstood all the tests of criticism, and which have never been sub-
jeeted to interpolations,

In the introduction to the preceding volume, we have made o eax-
amination of the Book of Acts, We must now discuss seriatinm the
different epistles which bear the nome of 5t Paul,  The Apostle inforims
o3 himself, that even during his lifetime there wers in civaulation in his
naime saveral i letters, and he often tock tiona to went
froods. We mum, only carrying ouk hiapri:g::ﬁm in E:gj'e-:t-
g the writings which have Deen pub forth as his to a rigoroos
cemanrehip,

There are in the New Testament fourteen of such epistles, which it
will bo necessary at the cutset to divide into two distingt entegories,
Thirteen of these writings bear in the text of the letter the name of
the Apoatle, T other worda, these letters profess to be the works of
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Punl, 8o that thars i= oo choice bobwaen the following two hypothesas @
gither that Paul is veally the aathor, or that they are the work of an
impoatar, who wished to have his compositions passed off ne the work
of Faul, On the other hand, the fourtesnth epistls, the one to thae
Hebrews, does not bear the name of Panl in the superseription)® ; the
suthor plumges uf opce in medizr red without giving hia pume.  The
attritution of that epistle to Peol is founded only on tradition,

The thirteen epistles which profess to belong to Panl may, in regared
to aathenticity, be ranged into five classes r—

1. irtles ingontestable and mcontested, Thase are the Epistles
b the Galafinng, the two Epistlss to the Corinthians, and the Epistle
b the Tomans,

2, Epistles that sre undoubted, slthoagh some ebjections have been
taken to thon,  These are the two Epistles to the Thessalonions, and
the Epistle to the l'hﬂi'ﬁim

3. Epistles of a probable suthenticity, although grave oljectiona
hiove bevn taken to them.  This ia the Epistle to the Colossians, to
which is annexed the note bo Fhilenon, .

4. Epistle doubtfal. This is the epistle addresead to the Ephesinna,

B: E%’:iﬂtlea falae,  These are the two Epistles to Timothy, snd the
Epiatle to Titos,

W have nothing to remark here in regard to the epistles of the firsk
estepory 3 the most savers critics, soch ag Christisn Haur, sccapt thea
unreservedly,  We ghall hardly inzist on disoossmg the epistles of the
groond olass efther, The dillicultiss which sartaln modern writers have
raised againat thom, are merely these alight suspicions whish it & the
duty of the critiz to point cut frankly, bot without being determined
by them when stronger ressons should sway him.  Now, these thres
epistles hinve n character of anthenticity which outeeighs every other
ecomaiderstion.  The only serfous difienlty which bhae beon  rafsed

inat the Hpisties to the Thesalovians, is deduced from the theory of
the Anti-Christ appended in the second chapter of the seomd Epistle
to the Thessalomians,—a theory which seems identical with that of the
Apocalypse, and which consequently assmmed Nero o be dead when
the books were written.  Hat that objection permits of sclution, an we
shall s=e in t-liuz course of m‘e present volomea, The author of the
Apocal only applisd to hia fimes an mmh]m.gz} of idens, Ome
of whi wnntm to the eriging of Christian belief, whl]np;]::
other part b reference to the times of Calioula.

The Fplatle to the Colossions has beon subjected tn a mueeh wore
gerions lire of objections. T8 s undoubted that the language used in thas
epistle to express the part played Ly Jeans in the hosom of the divinity, as
crantor and tn'l::,rpq of all orention, tresches strongly on the laninge
of cortain DE:I.‘ apastles, and seems to approach in the writings
attribnted to John,  In seading such passages one balieves oneself o
Le in e foll swing of Guosticism,  The langusge of the Epistle to the
Cotossinng ia Tar removed from that of the undoubted epistles,  The
vomabnlary d8 o littls different ; the style f8 more emphatie nnd more

* 1n nonolo, e awthor defines Yanpevzeription ™ (o mean. e first phirase of Ll
Bl sl ** Litle ™ ag thir lending of eneh ehnpier, — Promnefon
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round, and less abrupt sod naturml. At poinks i6 i embarmased, decla-
mn.bc;E and overcharged, similar to the style of the false Hpistles to
Timothy and to Tites. The ideas sre baedly those with which one
would expect to meet in Fanl, HNewer Justification by fnith
pecupies no longer the first place in the ilecticma of the Apostle,
The theory of the angels is moch more developed ; the sona begin to
RpDEAr. %ﬂmﬂmpﬁmnfﬂhrisﬁiﬂmlﬂngﬂraimp]}ratamh‘id
fact ; it is extendod to the entire universe. Certain critica have been
able to discern in many a8 either imitations of the other epi

or the desire of roconciling the peculisr bias of Paul to the different
sohools of his own (& desire so apparent in the suthor of the Acts), or
the inclination to substitute moral and metaphysical formulas, sach na
love and solence, for the formulas of faith and works which, during the fiest
century, had eaused 5o many contests.  Other critics, in order to explain
that sinpular mixture of things agreeable to Paol, and of things but
little agreeabls to him, have recourse to interpolations, or assume-thag
Poul confided the editing of the epistle in question to Timothy. Itia
certain that whean we sift this epistle to the bottom, as well a= the one
to the FPhilippiens, for o continoed account of the life of Faul, we are
not qalbe po suceessful as in the great epistles of certaln suthenticity,
anterior to the captivity of Paul, 1n the Iatter, the operation furnished,
&0 to apeal, its own proofs ; the facts and the texts fit the one into the
other without effort, and sesm to recall one another, In the epistles
parin.lm.nﬂ' to the eaptivity, rm the contrary, more than one laboriouns
combination 18 required, and more than one comtradiction has to be
silemced ; ot first sight, the goings and comings of the dieciples do not
ngres, many of the cirevmstaness of fime and place are presented, if wa
may &0 gpeak, huclkwards,

There iz, neverthelesa, nothing abont all this which is decisive.  TF the
Epistle to the Coloasians is, as we belisve it to be, the worle of Faul, i
waa written during the last days of the life of the Apcatls, st o data
when his biography is very chacure.  'We ghall show later on that it is
quite sdmingible, that the theology of Bt Paul, which, from the pi
i the Thessalonians to the Bpistle to the Romans, i o strongly de-
veloped, was develaped atill further in the interval between the Fpistle
to the Homans and that of his death,  'We shall show likewise, that the
most energetic axpressions of the Eypistle to the Colossinng were only n
short advance upon thoss of the anterior epistles, Bt Paul was one of
those men wha, through their natural bent of mind, have a tendency o
pasi from one onder of ideas t0 another, even though their style sad
their manner of perception present septiments the most fixed. The
taint of Goosticizm which 8 to be found in the Epictle to the Colossinn
i+ enoommtered, thongh less artienlated in the other writings of the
New Testament, in the Apocalypse, and in the Epistle to the
Hebrows,  In place of rejecting some passages of the New Testamont
in which arm to be found traces of Gnosticism, we must Emnetimes
peason inversely, and seek out in these psesages the origin of the goostie
ideng which prevailed in the Second tury. We may, in o sense,
even sxy, that these Weas wers anterior to Christianity, snd that
noscent Christianity borrowed more than once from Grosticism, Inog



