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INTRODUCTORY.

In the depth of the buaineas depreasion of 1877 the subsoriber wrote
wadl published on his own account a Littls volume entitled TEE FooxeT
GEOTOIRT, It was very quickly shscrbed, snd slthomgh the laac
oapdies wers gold and the lagt advertiserment expircd in 1679, thete Are
even mow mAeny calls for coples frem the trade snd privats sources
The work was not sterestyped, as the writer waa Dot sa woll stictad
with 1t s hie readera appesr to have been. Correspondence prowlibg
ouk of the ponblication of the fstles book abows thet in mearly sll the
Btates and Territories, and In several of tha Oanadian Provinces, thero
are now balng profitably oarrled on minersl enterprises of different
kimds by men who got thelr firat impuisea and idess in that directlon
from the Pocket Geologlst, ’

For these ressons, aad for the furthee reason that be bas profited
somewhat from the former publisation, she subacriber haa writhen this
new work on the smme pubject—end has added aome chapters on Blocks
and Companies and Bpecolation—aa bia coerespondenca develops the
fack that theve are very many persong who can find minersls, but very
few who bave any tdeas about bow themghey 13 mads ent of them, or
how to evold "getiing lefb” in the subsoquent procecidings,

The subucribor nlso wishes to say & word on this sabjoct Of corpe-
apindence, by siating that, as a professfonal man, ha can no more afford
to cxpend hie capital of econmulated Information snd trained jodg-
ment withont compeneation, then can & lawyer or & dector, end be han
not enongh elagant lefenre on his hands to nee any of it in replving to
letkers which fdo nof contain comemltation fees k2 well as ingniriss,



iv INTRODUCTORT.

It may seam strangs to some that the chapter on Trisks doss not cof-
tain & few moval reflections as neutralizers, but this subaariier calls
attention to the fact that he ip not & profesaiounal rebulker and his
hook fe not & preachment, although there may be "Bermona in Htonea, ™
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