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INTRODUCTION

Brsgor WitLiax F. Awpersor, Merropist Eriscorar CHURCE

HE Countty Life movemeont is one of the moat remark-

able and significant facts af cur day. It scems hardly
credible thar the first national commizsion was appointed n
1908, That any movement in so brief a time should have
gripped the thought of the leaders of American life and shonld
have created so extensive and hiph prade a literature upon the
subject, i3 irself as fne a tribute to the importance of the work
as gould be imagined.

The rural population af the United States includes over one-
half of the entire population. We inclade, in the term * rural,”
villages and towns not exceeding twenty-five hundred in popu-
tation. The thirteenth census revealed the following facts:
That in only six of the forty-eight stukes was there a decrease
in the rural popnlation; eight states increased ower Afty per
cent; six between therty and fifty per cent; twelve bhetween
twenty and thirty per cent; ten Between ten and twen*y per
cent, and oniy sixtzen of the antire number of states increased
less than {en per cent. The value of farm property for the
same period increased over one hundred per cent and agpre-
gates at the present time more than forty billions of dollars.

By common consent, the church is at the very heart of the
rural life movement. If a body of men bad been appointed to
exalt the relation of the church to rural community Lfe, they
could not possibly have done it more effectively thap it was
done by the report of the first national commission on (he rural
life movement. That repart is natable in the remarkable way
in which it magnifies the church in its relation to the hetter-
ment of rural community Life. The movement has gripped
our educational and construchive leaders in & way scarcely
paralleled in so brief a period of time. It is the beginning of a
new and hetter day for the rural life of America And it will
be seen at a glance that any efort to redeemn American life
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INTRODUCTION

must include rural life, which {8 sa much a constitient of
national life.

This valume itself is a testimonial to the fact that the move-
ment makes a strong appeal to the minds of laymen. Mr.
Antrim has given careful study to the sobject, and deals with
thie vital facts of the problem in a living and vital fashion. This
little volume will be a valuable contribotion to the already rich
literature npont the subject, It hasz a real mission, May it have
maultitudes of thoughtful and earnest readers.

Cincinnali, Ohdo,
Fehruary 26, 1616



PREFACE

HIS little volume modestly secks to establish the four
T facts (1) that Awmerica, because of her location, her
natural resources, her racial heritage, her history and the
ideals of her people, gives promise of becoming, in the words
of Sir Gitbert Parker, "the vast controlling factor in the
destiniezs of modern nations: " (2) that Rwral America, great
relatively in the * Age of Homespun,” lcss influential during
the tite of the ¢ities to suprémacy, but today all athrob with
new life, is enjorving  a renaigssance prophetic of a brilliant
future; (3) that Kura! Legdersiip, with a vigion of the moun-
tain-top variety, with the incontive of the most inviting careers
in the feld of human endeavar, and with the prospect of won-
derfuol accomplishments in the Big Business of hoth the Secnlar
and the Spiritual Kingdom, is emthusiastically assuming the
responsibility of an inspiring task; and (4) that Rwral Co-
aperafion, in developing a more satisfactory econormic plan,
in building up a better social and recreational life, in strength-
ening the agencics that contribute to intellecival growth, and
in fusing the scattered forces oif the spiritogl realm into anified
effort, is working aut an epochal Frogram of Preparednese,

The maruscript was read by Professor G, Walter Fiske, of
the Oberlin Theplogical Seminary, Mr. Albert E. Roberts, of
the International Committee of Young Mea's ChristHan Asso-
ciations, and Mr. FPercy F. Bicknell, litcrary critic, to all of
whom, as well as to several others, grateful acknowledgment
is made for valuable criticisms and suggestione.

E L A

Fan i¥ert, Ckia,

March &, 1916,
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