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R. EDWARD ROBINSON, thoogh not able

to trace his lineage to the spiritual father
of the Plymouth Colony, was of Puritan des
cent and New England parentage. He was
endowed in & high degrea with the mental and
moral gualities of that penetrating, frugal, la-
borious, liberty-loving and God-fearing race
from which he sprung. His early advantages
were slender, but they were all well improved.
In Hamilton Collage he easily stood at the
head of a large class in every department of
gtudy, though mathematice wag at first his
chosen pursuit. Devofing himself to the minis-
try of the Gospel, he soon found that his con-
genial sphere was in the walks of sacred schol-
arship rather than in the routine of pastoral
life. At Andover and in Germany, during nine
years of etudy, he prepared himeelf, with pa-
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tient toil, for his Iife’s work; and with such
sagacity and success, that the pame of the
humble New England boy is now named —in
SBacred Geography, with thoee of Bochart, Re-
land and Ritter, in Bacred Philelogy, with
Gesening and Winer. In both these branches,
82 also in the editing of theological periedi-
cals, and in the thorough fraining of a large
number of students for the sscred ministry,
his eminence is so undisputed, that no English
gcholar of the present century ecan be eaid to
surpass him.

With a clear perception of the wante of the
times, he first devoted himself to the thorongh
study of the original langmages of the Bible,
Forty-three years have elapsed since he first
went to Andover and received a strong im-
pulze from the ardent labors of Professor Stuart,
Theological controversy ic New England had
already ceased to be chiefly metaphysical and
dogmatic, and had begun to centre more defi-
nitely in the inquiry as to the exact semse of
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the Seriptural record. Sacred Philology was
revived, Stuart was impulsive, and Robinson
methodical ; the.one was bold, the other exact;
the former inspived, the latter instructed with
patient skill; what the one began with enthusi-
aem, the other perfected with elaborate care.
Lather's motto, Nullx dies sine linea—the maxim
of asgiduous toil, and that other maxim of con-
stant progress, fhes diem docef, which Gese
nius pat in the front of hiz Hebrew Lexiconm,
give us the clue to Dr. Robinson's scholarship,
Such labor may be ealled plodding, but if is
gure ; thus alone ean a thesaurns he made, &
mine for all scholars. The process is alow, but
the result is a mommnent, defying the tooth of
time, and above the envy of the aspiranta for
fugitive applavse. It js worthy of & noble am-
bition, and a high reward for years of toil, to
be assured that a work has been completed to
which scholars of every communion, in many
lands, and through long vears must resort, there
to learn wisdom and knowledge.



