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The Public School Laws of Tennessee,

TOGETHEHR WITH

LEADING DECISIONS GOF THE SUPREME COURT, AND EXPLANATORY NOTES.

[AI-I- PARTS OF LAWE PRINTED IF ITALICS HAVE BEEN
ALDED BY AMENDMENT.]

Secrron 1. Thers shall be established and maintained mﬁmﬂ
in this 8tate a uniform system of public schoola.

NoTE. - Publio schools, county resources. The public schools of &
county may be elassed smong har “resources,” within the meaning
of & statuts and the reaolation of & County Court, for an exhibit of the
county resonrees at & State exposition. 12 Pickle, 859, 668, 667,

Szc. 2. (1) The public school system shall be admin- 187. Chap. .
iatered by the following authorities, to wit: A State Super-
intendent, County Superintendents, and District Directors.

(2) The publlie schools already established In any of the gﬁ-ﬂ‘fﬂnn 5,
oounties of this State sball continug to be managed and Brhnale satah.
conducted a3 now prescribed by law until the school tolsrs.
officers hereby ereated shall have been duly elected or
appainted and qualified; and the provisions of this aect
shall not apply t¢ them untll a County Soperintendent of
Pablic Schools shall have been appointed.

. S8TATE SUPERINTENDENT.
&ec. 3. The State Superintendent shall be a person of 157, Chap. 2

literary and scientific aifainments, ond of skill and experi- m;lg%unﬂu;p
ence in the art of teaching, and who shall be nominated by
the Governor and confirmed by the Senate.

Nore—Amended as above, 1879, Ohap. 128, Sec. 5,

Sg0. 4. (1) He shall hold his office for two years, unless 187, Chap, 25,
removed as hereinafter provided, and shall have an anoual end compense-
salary of $2,000, to be paid out of the school mooey in
the State Treasury; and doricg the term of office he shall
devote his entire time and attention to the duties imposed
by this act.

Korg.—Amendad, 1878, Chap. 44, to $1,995, The appropristion of

« $2,000 per annum wae made from 1883 to 1885, From 1895 to 1808 it

waa 31,005 per snnom.  Io 1899 it was restored to 83,000 per annum.
i)
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THE PUBLIC SCHOOL LAWS OF TENNESSEE.

(2) The Btate Buperintendent of Public Instructien of
Tenneages shall be, ex officio, & member of the State Board
of Education,

(3) He shall also be a member, ax afficio, of all other
State educational bodies or associationa.

{By Chap. 343, page 788, Acts 180D, the State Superintendent in
m&de Secratary and Treasurer of the State Board of Edocation, and
Tressurer of the Peabody Normal College fund).

Seo. 5. He shall be liable to removal from office by the
Governor for misconduct or neglect of duty; any vacaney
to be supplied by a new appolntment for the unexpired
term ; provided, That, in the event of any such removal,
the reason for the same shall be commaunicated, in
writing, to the Buperintendent thus displaced, and also
to the Senate, if in session, and, If not, within fen days
after it may next moet,

Skc. 6. The office of the State Superintendent shall be
at the capital of the Btate, and a room in the Btabe Capitol
may be provided for that purpogse.

DUTIES OF 3TATE BUFERINTENDENT.

8e0. 7. The duties of the Superintendent shall be as
followa:

{1} To collect and diseemipate stabtistical and other
information relating to the publioc schools.

{2) To make tours of iospection mmong the public
achools throughout the State.

{3) To sea that the achool laws and regulations are
faithfully exzecuted,

{4) To prepare and distribute blank forms for all re-
turns required by law, or deemed by him necessary to be
made by feachers, school officers, and County Superintend-
ents of Public Schools, for the use of the several counties.

() To bave printed and distributed to the Conaty
Buperintendents and other school officera ag many copies
of the school laws as may be necessary, with appropriate
forms &nd instructions for carryiug said laws into execn-
tion. :

(8) To appoint, at his discretion, persons in each county
to visit and examine all or any of the public schools
therein, and report to him touching all such matters as he
may indicate respecting their condition and- management,
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and the means of improving them; but no compensation
sball be made for such services.

{7} To require of County Superintendents detaifed
reports annuoally, and as much oftener as he may deem
proper; and he may require special reports at any time
of any officer connected with the school system,

{8) To appoint some one fo make the reports required
to be made by the County Buperintendent when such
Buperintendent shall fall to make full report at the fime
designated, and to allow such appointee what he may
deem just for his servives, which shall be paid by the
delinguent County Superintendent; and upon his refuosal
to do so, the State Superintendent shall stop, in the hands
of the County Trustes, that amount of his salary, or bring
suik, in hia official name, against him in & ¢ourt of compe-
tent juriadiction, to enforee the payment.

{8) To prescibe the mode of examining and licensing
achool-teachers, and thelr necessary qualifications.

{10} To preserve in his office and conveniently arrange
all documents and matters In relation to educational sub-
Jjects that may come into if.

(11) To report to the Comptroller of the Sfate, on the

firat day of December in each year, the scholastic popula- ton.

tion of each county.

(12) To annually submit to the Governor, ou or before
the fifteenth day of 3eprember [1897, Chap. —, Bec. 4,
Senate Bill No. 58], a detailed report of his official pro-
ceedings for the year ending the thirtieth day of June
preceding, exhibiting a plain statistical account of receipts
and expenditures for publle schools, and of their eondition
and progress, showing the oumber of ohildren, male and
fomale, white and colored, respectively, in the State and
in each county, between the ages of six and eighteen
years, the total number of pupils enrolled, the average
number belonging, and the per cent of attendance during
the year, the average paid to teachers, male and female,
the amount of each branch of school expenditures, sever-
ally, the cost of education per scholar, and whatever else
may tend to show the degres of success and usefulness of
the system; Provided, however, That under the provislons
of this act all persons between the ages of eighteen and

Aniual repork.
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twenty-one, ioclusive, shall have the benefit of this act
for the term of three years from and after the first organ-
ization of publie schools under this act, in the school
distriet in which such persons may live. (This section
has been amended so that the school age is from six to
twenty-one years inelusive.)

Nore 1.—By the sot of 1873 the acholastic year ended Angust
31. It was made to end Juna 30 of each year by act of 1881, Chap.
108, Seo, 1.

Nore 2—The words in above section following the worde “Pro-
vided, however,” were never directly amended, but their eifect was
extendad by the act of 1879, Chep. 8. (See note to Sec. 30.)

{13) It shall be the doty of the Btate Superintendent
to have printed and distributed to the school officers of
the 8tate, and to the County Courts of the several coun-
ties appropriate forms and instructions for carrying into
effect the provisions of this act (Secs. 31 and 32).

Nore—The words “this act” apply to Hections 31 and 32, these
two soetions belng part of the st of 1891, Chapter 132,

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

8%c. 8. {1} Thers shall be & County Superintendent for
each county, who shall be elected by the County Court ak
ite April or July term, 1873, and after 1874 ha shall ha
elected biennially in Jannary, and no member of tha County
Court shall be eligible to said office. He shall be a person
of literary and seientific attainments, and, when practi-
cable, of skill and experience in the art of teaching; shall
hold his office for two years, and shall receive sueh pay
for hiz services as may be allowed him by the County
Court; to be paid upon the order of the Chairman or
Judge of the County Court by the County Trustee. He
shall be subject to removal from office for misbebavior or
inefficiency at any time by the Counky Court; Prowvided,
That the causes for such removal shall be communicated
to him in writing.

This section is amended so as to read: Baid County
Superintendent shall be a person of literary and scientitio
sttainments, and of skill in the theory and practice of
teaching; Provided, That preceding each biennal election,
or any election to fill a vacancy for County Superintendent
of Schools, each applicant shall file with the Chairman of
the County Court a eertificate of qualification, given by
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5. Under the provisions of the sot, the State Board has no anthority
to exempt from examinstion applicants for certificates of gualification
for the position of County Superintendent.

Note.—Examinsations will be held agoording to the sbove rules
untit other regulstions are made by the State Board of Edneation,

(2) Tn the election of County Superiniendent of Educa-
tion, women of the age of tiwenty-one years, and otherwise
possessing the necessary qualifications, shall be eligible far
said position.

DUTIES OF COUNTY BUPERINTENDENTSE.

8. 9. That the duties of the County Buperintendent
shall be as follows:. )

(1) To have supervision of the publi¢ schools in the
county.

(2) To visit the schools of the several distriets from
time to time, and confor with the teachers and District
Directors as to the improvement of achools or the promo-
tion of their interest in any way; to keep himsalf informed

‘a3 to the merits of text-books, and to supgest to the

Distriot Directors such changes as may foeom time to time
be advisable, with a view to securing uniformity in the
¢ourse of study throughout the county, when it can be
done without inereased expanse to the parent.

{8) To ses that the District Directors make their raporta
on all matters vequired of them; and when they faill to
makeé full reports, or to make them in time, the County
Superintendent may appoint some other person to perform
these duties, ’

{4) To perform sach duties in relation to the exami-
oation of teachers, and issuing to them certificates of
qualification, as may be required of him by the State
Buperintendent.

{6} To report to the County Trustes, as soon as ascer-
tained, the scholastic population of each school distriot on
the last day of June.

(6) To observe such directions and regulations as the
Btate Boperintendent of Schools may from time to time
prescribe; to make special reports to that officer whenever
required; and, on or before the first day of Auguss [1897,
Chap. —, Sec. 3; Benate Bill No. 58], annually to make to
him a report for the year ending the thirtieth day of June
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preceding, in such form and containing all such particulars
as shall be preseribed and called for, a copy of said report
to be furnished to the County Court of his county ab its
quarterly session on the first Monday in January.
¥ore.—The words in italics in Subssction 6 were chenged to
eonform to the amendment of 1881, Chapter 103, Section 1, by which
tha acholsstic year was made to end June 30, instead of August 51,
{7} To keep a record of all his official acts in a book to
be provided for that purpose, and to keep a record of the
numbers and boundaries of the school districts of hie
county, and the changes that may be made thersin from
time to time. s
{8) Tn all cases where the District Directors of the
publie schools issue warrants upon the County Trustee for
school apparatus, maps, charts, globes, school furniture,
and all other expenditures of the public school funds,
axcept for teachers' salaries, the warrants drawn by sald
Direotors shall be countersigned by the County Superin-
tendent before the same ahall be paid by the County
Trusice, and all warrants issued by said Directors for
. ety elatm ghall be written and sigred in ink. (1887, Chap,
—, Bee. 1; House Eill No. 126.) '
NoTe,—The words above in italics were added by Aet 18090

(9) Tt shall be the duty of the County Suoperintendent
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to keep rn well-bound book, in which he shall enter B resoed

memorandum of all warracts countersigned, as provided
in the last subsection, showing the amount and date of
each warrant, to whom issued, for what purpose, and
from which district, and said County Superintendent shall
include in his annual report to the County Court a full,
clear, and soceinct statement of all warrants so counter-
signed by him, (Id., Bsc. 2.)

SEC. 8a. (1) County Superintendents of Public Instrue-
tion are prohibited from teaching any public sehool, either
ag principal or assistant, during their official terms, nor
taks [for “oor take” should have been used *“and from

taking”] any contract for building or repairing public |

school property, nor. become [for “nor become” should
have been used “and from becoming”] the owner of
school warrant other than allowed him for his services as
County Superintendent; Provided, That this act shall only
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apply to counties of 30,000 inhabitants and over. (1805,
Chap. 155, 8ee. 1.)
Teachiog. {2) Tt shall be a misdemeanor In office for any County
In n:mu?’-ﬂ? Superintendent to teach any public school, as principal or
' assistant, during his office [official] term. Tn addltion to
the punishment preseribed by statute for misdemeanors
in office, such Superintendenta shall be fined not less than
twenty-five dollars nor more than fifty dollars for each
offense commitied, and all Hines arising from suech causes
shall be paid into the public school fund of the county
where such cffense is committed. (Id., Bee. 2.}
Nore—For farther duties of County Buperintendent, sec Secs. 44,
4db, 4o, He, 47, Hg.

DISTRICT BCHOOL DIRECTORS.

1880, Clap. 247 SE0. 10, (1) There shall be clected at the Awgust elec-
direstors. tion, in the year 1890, two School Directors, and at the
reqular August eleclion every lwo years lhereafler there
shall be elected three School Directors for each school

© district.

(2) There shall be wo election of School Directors in the
years 1833, 1891, or other odd years, bui the lerms of
Direclors expiring under the presend law in 1889 shall be
extended wntil 1892, both until the election of thelr suc-
cessons, as provided in BECTION 1 OF THIZ ACT.

Nors 1.—The words in small eapitals apply to Sectlon 10, Sobaso-
tiom 1. .

Norg 2.—Section 10, as above given, is the act of 1888, Chap.
247. Beotivns 10 and 13 of Chap. 25, 1873, repesled 50 far a8 in con-
fliet, are &8 follows:

“Thare chall bo three Dirsctors for esch school district—one to be
elocted for one year, one for two years, and one for three years—and,
after the expiration of their firat term of office, their successors shall
be alacted for three yerra.

#The Directors ahall be elected annually, ou the first Thureday in
Anguet, by the gnalified voters in the distriet.”

i;nlﬂ“hﬁ?mﬁ' Sg0. 11. Any person shall be eligible to the office of

W Director whe s qualified, by being able to read intelli-
genlly and write legibly, to perform the duties reguired,
and who iz a resident of the distriet; if he shall cease to
be & resident thereof, his office shall be deemed vacant,

NorE—The worde in italics were added by amendment, 1881, Chap.
146, 3eo L.



