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EXPLANATORY NOTE TO FOURTH EDITION

This is the fourth editton of a volume first Jssued n 1003,
yet explanation should be made why it has little connection with
that except the title, When the Minnesota Debating League
chose the direct primary for its sobject thirteen vears apo, The
H. W, Wilson Company reprinted a small collection of those
magazine articles which offered the best argoments for the two
sidez of the debate. When the edition was exhansted, a scoond
was pat forth, with supplememtary and revised materizl, By
1911, when a third edition waz needed, the adopuon of thiz
feature of popolar povernment had spread so generally that these
carlicr hoaks were guite absalete 1o their information. There-
fore practically a new volume was compiled vpon the same topic
with a setection from late articles. Tor the first time the Brief,
the Bibhiograpby and the Introduction were added, thusz fitting
the book for inclusion in the rapidly prowing Debaters’ Handbook
Series,

In 118 the demand still contioues for this handbook, hence
a fourth edition is presented. Fo reading the discussions printed
during the past zeven years, one nolices not so fmany few argo-
ments for and againg the peincople of the direct primary 45 more
thorough analvses of the strong and weak features of the
varpus state laws. As far as space permits, these summarics
arg here reproduced.  An effort has also been made to collect
the endorsemenis or criticisms of governors in their messages (o
their legizlatures because these are rarely availabie to the de-
bater.

Special attention is called to the Appendix contaming a table
compiled by Miss Gertrude E. Wootlard of the Law Library,
University of Michizan, which presents comparative information
pot before cbtainable in convenicnr fonm.

Thiz edittan varies from the third in seventy-four new pages
of additional reprints, the enlargement of the Href, the revision
to date of the Billingraphy and the new f{eatore of Miss Wood-

ard's table, C, E. Fanning.,
June, 1918
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