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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION

This fourth printing of “A Book of Prefaces”
offers me temptation, as the third did, to revise the
whole hook, and particularly the chapters on Con-
rad, Dreiser and Huneker, all of whom have
printed important new books since the text was
completed. In addition, Huneker has died. But
the changes that I'd make, after all, would be very
slight, and so it seems better not to make them at
all. From Conrad have come “The Arrow of
Gold” and “The Rescue,” not to mention a large
number of sumptuocus reprints of old magazine
articles, evidently put between covers for the sole
purposze of entertaining collectors. From Dreiser
have come “Free,” “Twelve Men,” “Hey, Rub-a-
Dub-Dub” and some chapters of autobiography.
From Huneker, before and after his death, have
come ‘“Unicorns,” “Bedouins,” *“Steeple-Jack,”
“Painted Veils” and “Variations,” But not one
of these books materially modifies the position of
its author. “The Arrow of Gold,” I suppose, has
puzzled a good many of Conrad’s admirers, but
certainly “The Rescue™ has offered ample proof
that his old powers are not diminished. The
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PREFACE

Dreiser books, like their predecessors that I discuse
here, reveal the curious unevenness of the author.
Parts of “Free” are hollow and irritating, and
nearly all of “Hey, Rub-a.Dub-Dub™ is feeble,
but in “Twelve Men" there are some chapters that
rank with the very best of “The Titan™ and *‘Jennie
Gerhardt.” The place of Dreiser in our literature
is frequently challenged, and often violently, but
never successfully. As the years pass his solid
dignity as an artist becomes more and more evident.
Huneker's last five works changed his position very
little.  “*Beduoing,” “Unicorns”™ and “*Variations”
belong mainly to his journalism, but into *Steeple-
Jack,” and above all into “Painted Veils” he put
his genuine sell. T have discussed all of these
books in other places, and paid my small tribute
to the man himself, a light buming brightly through
a dark night, and snuffed out only at the dawn.

I should add that the prices of Conrad first
editions given on page 56 have been greatly ex-
ceeded during the past year or two. 1 should add
also that the Comstockian imbecilities described in
Chapter 1V are =till going on, and that the general
trend of American legislation and jurisprudence is
toward their indefinite continuance.

H. L. M.
Baltimore, January 1, 1922,
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