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ON GLYCERIN,



PREFACE

Trr only treatises upon Glycerin with whose
existence I am acquainted, those of M. Démarquay
and of Dr. William Abbotte Smith, are almost un-
known in this country. Most of the facts con-
eerning it are stattered about in various fourbals ;
especially in those connected with Pharmscy,

T hope it may prove a not uneervicesble task,
to the ndvantage both of physicisna and pharma-
ciste, to collate anew these facts; and, without
exsgperating anything, to show that in glycerin
we have an article with a very wide range of uses,
not yet all well determined.  Much of the indiffer-
ence which both druggists and practitioners have
displayed towand it may be explained by disap-
poiniment resulting from the use of an imperfeetly
purified article. But, sinee the means of testing
it are now understood to be very eimple, it may be
hoped that, in the foture, its remarkable powers
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vi PREFACH,

a5 4 solvent, and advantages as a vehicle, as well
as other svailable properties, may become better
known snd appreciated,

While claimiug the eredit only of & eompiler in
this little brochure, T have, at tlhe sane tine,
taken paing to verify the statemwents given, as far
o8 was posgible; and a few suggestions are mude
in regard to spplications of glyeerin, to which I
venture to ask the atiention of practitioners,

For uid in confirming, correcting and extending
the feeounts of authors ju re:qartl to the solvent
powers of glycerin, I am especially indebted teo
Thoemes 8. Wiegand, chemist, of thia city.

H. H.
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ON GLYCERIN.

History.

GLycerI¥ was discovered by Bcebeele, abou
1779, in the tesidunm from the manufacture of
lead plaster, It was {nvestigated more fully in
1811, by Chevreul and Pelouze; by the former
of whom its present neme was given. Qay-Lus-
ane and Chevreul petented a process for sepa-
Tating the fatty acids in 1825; but glycerin was
hardly known in commerce in its pure state until
the beautiful discovery smd invention of Mr.
Richard Albert Tilghmen, of Philadelphin, pat-
ented in 1854 ; by which it wae found to be ob-
tainahle absolntely pure by o very simple process.

It was first. introduced into medieal nse by T.
De La Roche,'in LB44; and, at his suggestion,
by Mr. J. Btartin, in the London Hoepital for
Diseases of the Skin. Mr. Warington patented,
fn 1846, & method for preserving meat in it; and

3 Gerharde gives this date. An sccounnt is given of the
disoovery in tha Transac. of the Royal Academy of Hwe-
den for 1788,

? Fide London Pharmacent. Joornsl, Nov, 1855,
¥ Thid.
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also pointed out its value in prepering and pre-
serving objects for the microscope.

Cap and Glarot investigated it anew, and pub-
lished their observations in 1854.! By them and
by M, Burun’ its olvent powers were principally
determined. Many other chemists, pharmacists,
snd medical men have since given atteation to ite
properties and relstions; although, in the lan-
guage of 4. Fergusson Wilson, ““not a tithe of its
nses have yet been developed.”

Ooourrencs in Nature,

(ycerin does not exist wneombined in neture.
It ia preeent in the fat of ell snimals, including
marn, in natural glycerids or compounds with fatty
acids. Tt is, therefore, evolved in the eaponifics-
tion, by alkalies or hasic oxides, of all oily and
fatty substances. Spermaceti snd wax, however,
contain none of it. Gobley* found it in the yolk
of eggs and In the humean brain, in the condition
of phoapho-glyceric acid, or phosphate of glycerin.
Berthelot asserts {tg exfstence in cod-liver oil,! as
triacelin, or torscetate of glycerin. Pasteur® states

1 Journ. do Pharm, ot de Obimis, April, Aug., sud Oot.,
1864,

* Fids W, A. Bmith, M.D., on Glygerine, p. 28,

* Comples Rendus, T. 81, pp. T66-759, of 088002,

4 Miller's Orgganio Chemistry, vol. iii. p. 269,

* Complos Readus, hay, 1359,



