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PREFACE.

—_—

It iz not the purpose of this book to offer
wach that is new in the line of vhetorical or
grammatieal eriticism, but simply to give,
in o form convenient for reference, a4 num-
ber of such hints and suggestions as have
been found useful in the experience of the
schoolroonm.

This catalogue of blunders is by no means
exhaustive, but it includes most of those in-
elegancied and inaccuracies of speech that
jar our ecars with daily iteration,

If every one were in the habit of con-
stantly osing the choicest English at his
command, many of the grosser errors might

have been omitted ; but as we have found
3
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that it is quite as necessary to remind a8 to
teach, it has seemed lest to call attention
once more to expressions ag common and
as careless as “] havent any I dou't
think;" and *Everyone should abide by
their own convictions of duty.”

It is hoped that this volume may prove
useful not only as a popolar bandboeok, but
also as 4 text-book in the schools.
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A,

A. A history, not an history. So before all as-
cented syllables that begin with the sound
of R

A one, not an one, 5o always before the sound
of w.

A unit, nof an unit. So always before the
sound of the comsonant .

A king and « peasant are allke mortal, nof a
king and peasant, nnleas both terms refer to
tho same mian at the same time,

That kind of man, wet that kind of @ man.
The article 13 improper aftar the phrases
kind of, sort of, ete,
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abllity, capacity. Capacily is the power of
receiving ; ability, of using,

above. # Notwell used in tha sense of fore-

oo

b More than 50, nut above 5H00.— Hrgant.

abridge, abbreviate. Words arc abbrepi-
ated; works abridged.

accent, emphasis, We accent ayliablas and
emphasize wornds,

acoustice, Acoustics is, ned are.  Names of
geiences in les, originally plural forme, are now
regarded as gingular.

admit, nol admit of.

advance, proceed. We adeonce further;
wi proceed farther, | See farther.)

Bgalin, no ever agaln.

ago, Blnce.  Age looks backward from the
present; sinee looks forwand from a past time
It happened years ago. Ib is years sioes we
met.

agree. We agree, betler fhan we are agreed.

agreement. Rule — As the sense of n sub-
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ject is singoler or plural, ita verb is singular
or plural: —
1. Horses run.
2. A liorse runs.
2, The president and secretary werg elected,
4. The scholar and statesman was elected
prezident.
# The Senate s adjonrned.
#. The Senate are of different opinions.
agricnlturist, nof agclenlinsulist.
all. o DBest, worst, eic., of all, not of all
olliers.
b All that, net sll whe, mor all which, So In
all restrictive clanses.
allow, nof allow of.
all over. Over all the counfy Ia more logl-
cal and emphatic than ail oeer the county. —
Ayres.
almost. It i alimost, nof most, done. . Mosé
should never be used in the sense of nearly,
flso, likewlse, too. .Als means as well
as  Likowise means in a similar manner.



