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¥ Borke, Sir, is s0ch o man that if yoo met him for bbe firet tlme
in the gireet, where you wero atopped by o drove of oxen, and yon and
be stepped aside to talke shelter bub for five minotes, he'd talk to you
io such o manner that when you parted you would say, * This is an
extraordinary man.' "
—Du. Jouxsox.

WATTS & CO,,
17, JOHNSON'S COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDOYN, E.C.
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PREFACE

In these pages we have placed before the reader 7
passages from Burke's writings and speeches which
appear to us to give a clear idea of his political and
economic principles. We do not claim for this work
that it is a complele presentation of the subject.
Many such volumes might, indeed, be written without
exhansting it. But if we have paved the way o a »~
more extended study of Burke's works, our object will
have been achieved. The present would seem fo be a
particularly fitiing time for recalling public attention
fo the profound wisdom and consummale slalesman-
ship anfolded in the works of this great man. The
principles which he advocated, and which were
afterwarde embodied in the emancipating legislation
of the Liberal party during fwo generations, have
fallen into sad diseredit and oblivion. We want a
Burke to remind us that the truths he enunciated
were “ not for an age, but for all time'; and in an
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era such ag this, when the sound traditions of English
constitutionalism have been abandoned for political
trickery; when principle and consistency have been
discarded in a heedless competition for the favour of
the mob; and when the main object of politiciane
appears to be the capture of voles by the most
reckless promises, we eannot do beiter than turn for
guidance to the words of one who never faltered in
his loyalty fo Justice and Liberty, those fundamental
pringiples of that true Liberalism of which he was
the firgt and foremost exponent.
i W b 0

September, 1504,



Crarrer 1.
THE MAN, HIS GENIUS AND HIS GOSI'EL

Tae earcor of Edmund Durks is one of the most
aignal examples in British history of the triumph of
genins and character over apparently insurmountable
obstacles.

The date of his birth has never becn absolutely
fized, but it iz now pgenerally thought to have
been January 29th, 1729 (new atyle). The son of
an obscure Dublin attorney, he guffered a double
disadvantage from his Irsh parentage and fthe
religion of his mother, who was a Roman Colholie.
The battle of the Boyne and the gicge of Derry were
etill comparatively fresh recollections in the English
mind, and the penal laws against the adherents of
the ancient religion disgraced the statute-book. It
was a time, therefore, when racial and religious
prejudice existed to a degree hardly eonceivable to
the present generation, and it requires little exercise

of the imagination to realise the extent fo which
11



