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PREFACE.

The following pages have been written in a feeling of
‘cordial interest, indeed of love and admiration for the
historical character they seek in some degree to present,
and an earnest desire to render both to him and the
faith that has flowed from his thought and life— while
abstaining utterly, if possible, from any bias or partiality
—equal and exaet justice. How far, if at all, this desire
may have become realization, it must be for the intel-
ligent reader to decide,

It is difficult, very difficuit, to penetrate the spirit and
genius of a faith so remote, and in many respects foreign
to our own, to interpret it, take its measure justly, weigh
it well. Still mere difficult, perhaps, to one who should
have oulgrown, in some degree at least, as is hoped,
the Christian limitation, to preserve still the perfect poise,
to escape prepossession on the other side, and draw the
picture without a shade of flattery.

The writing of these pages was done for the most
part nearly four years since. Warious circumstances, not
necessary here to name, have conspired to prevent an
earller publication, Within this intervening time, import-
ant contributions upen the Eastern religions have been
made, both in this country and Europe, and the horizon
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of view has constantly been widening. In particular, the
work of Mr. Samuel Johnson, {Qrienfal Religions, Boston,
1872}, deserves very cordial and honorable mention. Im-
pressed with so broad and catholic a spirit, so kindly, so
generous even, in its hospitality to Eastern thought, so
carefzl in research and affluent in learning, so superior
. in insight and discrimination, so richly and deeply sug-
gestive, it certainly marks, if it does not make, an epoch
in these studies. It would seem to leave little to be
desired further upon the themes it treats.

But the field is large, and there is room yet for
many reapers and gleaners. Long time it must be ere
the sheaves shall all have been gathered; long time
indeed ere the last word shall have been spoken, and
the final judgmeat made -up, upon this or any other of
the great historic faiths.

The present moment is opportune. The night is
far spent, and the dayis at hand. We are outgrowing
the Jewish narrowness that has from the beginning been
upon all Christendom —the worship of exclusive claims,
of dispensation and of person. We are to study all
religions in the light of the universal, to measure all,
our own included, against the standard of the absolute.
Of the enlargements that shall thereby come, the
farthest seeing at present, can form no fiting concep-
tion, The old hymn will take on new breadth of
meaniog, and the lines be sung —
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the new Jerusalem shall descend from God out of
Heaven, and the church of Humanily be inaugurl\.wd.
All the fragments shall be gathered up, there shall be
genuine recognition of the divine in history,” respect
and appreciation everywhere, but idolatry nowhere,
The soul, leaving every weight behind, shall urge ever
on and gn toward the Infinite goal.

In the hope that it may in some slight degree aid
to open the way for that bright consummation, this
little volume is sent forth. It is doubtless wery partial
and incomplete, marked and perhaps marred with many
deficiencies. If it shall serve in any measure to illus-
trate the subject it seeks to present, il it shall avail
at all to incite and quicken, to eniarge the horizon
and exalt the tone of life, its ambitions will have
been fulfilied.

Syracuse, N. ¥., Dec. 15th, 1875,
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