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Ar a Meeting of the Couwon. of the SurTers SocieTy,

on the fifth day of January, 1841, it was

OrperED,—That the Liger Vrrz Ecciesiz Duner-
‘mENAs be printed under the editorial superintendence of Mr,
St;avensun; and the CorpivoEaxm LETTERS and AccovsT
Rorrs, under the editorisl superintendence of Mr, Raine, at
the usual rate. These books to constitute the publications of
the Soeiety for 1841,

JOHN WARD, Cuatgxan,
JAMES BAINE, SEcisTARY,



PREFACE.

The * Liber Vite™ farmetly preserved st Durham, § 1 ita value, § 2 ; meaning of
the tetin, § 3 ; instances of its use, § 4 ; modifieations, § b, 63 description of the
mamseript, § ¥ 4 arangement of ita contents, § 8 ita binding, § 94 plan of the
present edition, § 14, 11 ; appendices, § 12, '

§ 1. Tux following passage is extracted from a book enti-
tled * The Ancient Bites and Monuments of the Monastical
and Cethedra]l Choreh of Dwrham, collected ont of Ancient
Manuseripts sbout the Time of the Suppresgon,™ '

“ There did lie on the High Altar an excollent fine book,
very richly eovered with gold and silver, containing the names
of all the benefactors towards St. Quthbert’s Chuorek from
the very original foundation thereof, the very letters of the
book being, for the most part, all gilf; as is apparent in the
said book till ‘this day. The laying that book on the High
Altar did’ show how highly they esteemed their founders and
benefactors ; and the quetidian remembrance they had of
them in the time of Mage and divine eervice. And this did
argue, not only their gratitude, but aleo a moat divine and
charitable affoction to the souls of their benefactors, as well
dead as living; which book ia yet extant, ﬂﬂclunng the said
use in the inscription thereof.”

§ 2. The volume now présented to the me:mbc‘rs of the
Surtees Society containg an imprin of the manuseript here
alluded to; and it bas many claims wpon their attention.

I ® Published by J. Davies], of Kidwelly. Tempors mutantur.—London : printed

by W. Honsmian, ot the King's Head in Westminster Hall, mpopaxic™  Small
ociava, pp. 164, .



Vil FREFACE.

It is the only dorument spared by time which throws light
upon the benefactors of Durham during the period anterior to
the Norman Conguest; and during the period after that
event it furnishes uws with many particulars, of which we
ghould otherwise have been ignorant. It is interesting, as
affording materials whence may be gathered information
respecting the succeszive colonization of the ancient kingdom
of Nerthumhria, and from its pages a philclogist may obiain
a few valpsble hints regarding the structure and peculiar
formation of the langnage there spoken. It iz natural to
regard with gome interest a doeument which, for more than
EX centuries, lay upon the High Altar of the Cathedral
Chureh of 8t. Cuthbert, whether st Lindisfarne, Chester-le-
Street, or Durham, and which presents a connected, though
a brief, record of the pisty and genervosity of our ancestors
during that period. :

§ 3. It will ba observed, lhat the volume is described on
ita title aa the * Liber ¥itee™ of the Charch of Durham, and
by this appellation it, and similar compilations, were known
during the period in which they were in wse in the Church.
The fact of the benefactot’® name being recorded in the
“ Liber Vite™ belonging to the partienlar church which he
assisted by his liberslity, was conpled with the hope, and the
prayer, that the same name might st last find a place in
the ** Book of Life™ in which those are enrolled who shall be
faithful unto death.

§4. We bave evidence of the very remote origin of the

- custom which bas been mentioned” as prevailing at Durham,

in accordance with which the pames of benefactors were read
from the High Altar during Divine Serviee. Of this there

? The temn is clearly seriptarul, and is founded on such passages as Phil, iv, 3
Rev. tit & ; xvii. 83 7 12 xxiic 19, Ses aleo Exod, xxxii. 32 ; Pa, laix, 25,
? Bee § 1.



PREFACE. ix

are traces in Tertullian * and a clear proof in Cyprian,* who
commands that the name of Geminius Vietor should no longer
be included smong those read by the priest at the altar.
The custom was general in both the (Freek and the Latin
Church, and was, in all probability, introduced by Augustine
into England, We certainly find traces of it, in 8 somewhat
medified form, in the Prologus to the Life of St. Cuthbert,
addressed by the Venerable Beda io Eadfrith, bishop of Holy
Island, in which the writer requests thet his name may be
insorted in the “Album™ of that congregation® Bertran,
bighop of Sens, in like manner, in his will, requests that his
name may be placed in the  Hook of Life" belonging to a
monastic eatablishment to which he was & henefactor.”

§ 5. As the sysfem progressed, it became customary for va-
rious esclesiastical societies to enter into areangements among
themselves by which the benefactors to any one establish-
ment reaped the benefit to be derived from the prayers of the
whole association. This custom certainly prevailed as early
as the time of Bonifice, archbishop of Metz. In one of his
letters, addressed to abbot Aldhere, (probably an English-
man,) we find him sending by a messenger a ligt of those
whose nemes he wished to have commemorated in the prayers
of his correspondent.® In a letter from Kineheard, bishop of

* Tertull. do Cotoua Militis, eap, il : Oblationes pro defunctis, pro patalitiia
nanma die facirona.

& Neque onim apud altara Dei mereiur nominat in sscerdotom prece, qui ah
allari sacerdoter et ministros voluit avocre,  Ep. 1. p 2, edit, Qeradesf, Lips. 1038,

& ... ued, b me defuncio, pro redemtione animm mem, guesi familisrs et
vernacali vestzi, orare, of minsas facere, of nomen meam futer vestra seribere digneraind,
Mum gb bu, sanetingime antistes, boc te mihi promisiese jem retines, in cujus etiam
testimonio fatwrs conworiptionin religionn Fratei veetre Gudirido mansionario preees-
pisti, ot in Albo vastrm sanctm congregationin Deuln NUDS qirque DONWEN AppHETet.
Vem. Beds Opp.  Hist, B, 47, edit. Lond. 1841,

7 Rogo Abba illustris loci illias, wt nowen menm in Likre Vi redtetar,
Testum. Bertrannd, ap. Mahill, Vet. Analecta, p. 267, edit, fol. Par, 1728,
& Similiter, ut pro dormientlum fratrum animahus, qui oobispwn Jaboraat fo De-

b
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Winchester, to Luoll, archbishop of Metz, we see the process
in operation; the names of the decensed friends were inter-
changed, and, on the arrival at their respective destinations,
they were transmitted by the bishop to the various ecclesiastical
establishments in his diocese. The paseage is curions, and is
worth addueing? Another quotation from a letter written
by Dodo, abbot of Hornbach,' may be added, for the sake
of completing the information upon this embject.” Of this
mutnal progess there are many Instances in the emsuing pages.
The monks of Durkam made agreementa of this nature with
their brothren of VWestmingter,'* Gloucester, Winchestor,
Coventry, Fescamp,'® Caen, Oavterbary, Glastonbury,” and
varions other places,'® Some of these letters of fraternity,
(if the expression may bhe nsed,} of which the noticea com-
tained in the text of the present volume arc only shatracts,
sre extant; and a few are printed in the Appendix to this
Preface,

mine, oratiomum adjovaming et missarnm solemnia celebrare faciatis precumar, qao-
rom nomina gerulus harum  Bietarum demanstraverit.  Ep, 100, po 270, edit.
Wardtw.

¥ Womine quoqoe prastyterorem  restronmm, disconorumgoe as wonacheram vel
metzeharam, sive coteromin, gnes misisds, per tetin of por ecoclesiss nostrss
dimeasin direximue, ad celobmnda pro eis missaram solsmnia et orationom swffragin,
Id ipaonm facern vestron sapctitatenn suppliciter esoramus pro eis, quirum nemina
wobia habemus dirigends et nemioetin com personis suls scribenda ; eommm scilicet,
gui mihi proprie abque boie eedesis, mi servio, amicirsin, vel sabditi fcbant, vel
preelati.  Id. Ep. 116, p. 298,

¥ Bea, howsver, Mabill. Annsl, (3rd, 8, Bened. A D. 758, § 40.

M Tgitur ourt salutationis ofiells homili precs depoacimua, ut istum  fumilism
Chriati et 8. Petri, in vestm commemoratione sempar habeatin ; ot ipel pre ommnibos
moticls vewtris tam epiacopis et somm clara, quam shbatibus et esran monachis, ey
abhatisais et Do dicatis, in iste congregatione 5 Petd, emitorcs vestros, tam vives
quam definetos, in veatrs mercede eommemomare facintis ; ot in sscris orationibos
fllorum eam aexidus memorrs debeant, quatenue per lbooum suffragin olim optatan
adire mereamur patriam paradiel.  Bimiliter ¥os deéprocamor, ut omninm amiecrum
Testronam nomina, am yiverum, guam defunctornm, per presentem fratrem Sagan-
aldum, per breva ad nos didgers facintls, ut {psos, sicut de aliis fratribus nostrin fick
mus, ita in nowtris Besiduia ovationibus ipeos memorare debeamus.  Td, 121, p 307,

L LU i W opTH Wopp 32, 33




