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PUBLISHERS' INTRODUCTION
TO NEW EDITION

THe history of the three years 1914 o 1917
has been made wdth astounding rapidity and
no part of it has been more absorbing than
that dealing with naval operations. The
position of our own country in the beginning
of the great European war seemed to the
casual oheerver to be one of perfect security.
We had three thousand miles of occan between
us and the warring nations, and al we had to
do was to mind our own business and nothing
could happen to os.

But it slowly dawned upon all minds that
unless we were disposed to mind our own
business by withdrawing from the Atlantic
Oean and making no attempt to sead our
ships into BEuropean ports, we should presently
be forced either to defend our rights or to
admit that we did not have any.

The nature of the naval warfare developed
by the sidll and daring of the Germans—to
take no account of the lawlessness of it—
compelled England to invent novel and ex-
citing measures of defense. The submarine
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vessel was not new: all nations were ac-
quainted with it. But it had been regarded
as a weapen of offense against battle-ships
and cruisers.

When Germany disclosed her policy of
indiding these craft in larpe numbers and
uging them for the destruction of merchant-
men, the world suddenly learned that a new
type of commerce-destroyer had come into
existence and that new methods of safeguard-
ing the carpo-carriers must be devised, The
Brntish coasts are surrounded by a cordon
of trawlers psed in mine-sweeping and motor
vessels designed and operated as submarnne-
chasers,

In the summer of 1916 the Germans sent
to the United Stafes a commercial submarine
called the Dentschland, She made two voy-
ares, onee landing at Norfolk and once at
New London.  We are told that she was the
avant-courier of a flect of submarine cargo-
carriers. whose only purpose was to restore
commercial intercourse with this country,
made impossible for surface ships by the
Brntizh blockade.

As the rolations between the United States
ard Germany became more and more difficult
because of the deaths of American citizens on
peaceful merchantmen sunk by German sub-



