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INTRODUCTORY ESHAY.

sl

Havrvs afresdy introduced to the maotice of our
renders one of Hicoarn Baxrer's most yaluablo
Treatises,® in the FEasay to which we adverted to
the character and writings of this vencrable awthor,
we count it unhecessary at present to make any ailu-
sion to them, but shell confing our vemarks to the
subject of the three Treatises which compose the
presant volume, pamely, © A Can 1o 78R Uleos-
VERTED 0 Tems anp uive:” "Now or Nevee
and “Frory REAsoNs WHY A BINYFR ODEIT TO
TURN 10 (300 THIE DAY WITHOUT DELAY."

These Treatises ave cheracterized by all that se-
lemn earsestness, and nrgency of nppecl; far which
the writings of this much-adinird aatoor are so pe-
culiarly distingmished. 1o seeme to beol upon man-
king salely with the eyos of the Spirit, and oxelgsive
ly te recognize them (s their spivituel relations, and
i the great and eszentialb elements of their immertal
being.  Their futore desting iz the all-important
concern which fills and engrosses his mind, and he
regands nothing of eny megnitude but wihnt bas &
distinct bearing o thewr spiriteal and etersel condi-
tiott, Ilis busipess, chorefore, is alwave with the
ponacience  to which, in these Urostizes, Hio males
the most foreitdle appeats, and which he pliea with
all those arouments which are fitted to awaken the
ginner to o deep 2enze of the necessity and importunce
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of immediate tepentance. Tn his % Call to the Un

eonverted,” he endeavours 1o move them by the
La0st tOllL‘lI.i]l_E[ of all representations, the tenderness
of a beseeching God waiting te be gracious, and not
wiliing thatany should perish s and while he eroploys
every form of entreaty, which tenderness and com-
passion can suggest, to allore the sinner to * wrn
and hive,” he does not ehrink from forcing on his
convictions those copsiderations which are fitted to
alarm iz fears, the terrersof the Lord, awd the
wrathy not merely of an offended Tawgiver, butof 3
Gad of fove, whose threatonings ne disregards, whoze
arare he despises, and whose merey hie rejects, And
aware of the deceitfulness of sin in bardening the
heart, and in betraying the sinner inde a neglect of
his spiritual interests, he dlvests him of every refuge,
and strips him of every plea Tor postponing his pre-
paration for elernity. e foreibly exposes the delu-
sion of convenient seasons, and the awiil infltuation
and bazard of delay ; and Enowing the magnitude of
the stake at jasue, he urges the ginper io Immediate
repentanes, ns 17 the feardil and almost absolute al-
ternative were “Xow or Never™  And o secure
the commencemnent of such an important work
againzt “all 1he dangers o which procrastinetion
might expose it, he endeavours to arrest the sinner
in his eareer of guile and wneoneern, and resolutely
b0 fix his determination on © toming 1o God this day
without delay.”

There are two very prevalent deltsions on this
gubfect, which weshoold like v expose; {he one re-
garda the safure, and the oither the secson of ra
pentanee ; both of which are pregnane with mischief
to the minds of men, With regard to the fimst
much mischief has avisen from mistakes rEHi‘JEEt:')T:E
the meanisg of the term rependeace,  The w
repentance coours with vwe different meanings in the
New Testament ; and it 8 10 be regretied, that iwo
different words could not have been devised to ex-
pregs thesee  This 18 chargesbla upon the poverty
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of our language 5 for it is to be observed, that in the
ariginal reek the distinetion in the meanings is
pointed out by a distineston in the worde, The em-
ployment of one term 1o denowe iwo different things
has the effeet of confounding and injsteading 1he un-
derstanding ; and is is much to be wished, that every
ambiguity of this kind were eleared away from that
most intereating pointin the process of 2 human soul
at which it turns from #in unto rightecusness, an
from the power of Satan vnte God.

When, in common language, a man says, 1 re-
pent of such an action,’ he i3 understoed 1o say, ‘1
am sorry for having done it."  The feeling 1s fami-
liar o all of us, How often does the man of dissi-

tion prove this sense of the word repentanes, whea

2 wwakes In the morning, and, oppressed by the lan-
guor of his exhausted [acoltics, looks back with
remorse on the follies and profligacies of the night
that js past! How often docs the man of unguard-
ed conversation prove i, when he thinks of the
friend whose feelings he has wounded by some hasty
uiterance which he cannot recall?  How often fs it
proved by the man of business, when he refleciz on
the rash engagement which tieshim down to a losing
specalation?  All these people would be perfeetly
undersiood when they say, ‘'We repent of these
doings’ The word repentapee 5o applied is abouk
equivatent to the word regrel.  There are several
passages in the New Testament where thig is the
undoibted sense of the word repentance.  In Matt,
xxvil 3. the wretehed Tadas repented himsell of his
treachery : and E!Utf_‘;l{: when we think of the awful
denuneiation uttered by our Saviour against the man
who should betray him, that it were becter for him
if e had not been born, we will never confound the
repentance which Judas experienced with that re-
pentanes which is unio saivation.

Now here lies the danger o practies]l Christiani-
ty. In the above-cited passage, to repent 38 just to
regret, or 4o be s0rey fmé; gad this we coneelve to
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be by {ar the most peevailing sense of the term In
the Eriglish lanpuage,  But there are other places
whero gm anme termmemploved o denote that which
is urged npon us as a duty—:that which 1s preach-
ed for the remissicn of 2ins—that which 5 20 indis-
ensable to sinners, as o eail forth the declaration
romm onr Saviour, that unless we have il, we ehall
all likewise perish,  Now, though repertance, in all
thess casce, I8 opressed r.v_l.r the same term in omr
transtalion ad Lthe repentanes of nece vegret, it is ex-
pressed by a different term in the criginal record of
our faith. Thiz surely might lead us do suspect a
difference of meaning, and should eantion us against
taking up with that, as sufficient for the business of
our salvation, which is short of saving and seripiural
eepentance.  There may be an alternation of wilful
sin, and of deep-felk gorcow, up 1o the very end of
our history—thers may be a presumptuons sineom-
mitted every day, and nsorrow regulasly suceeeding
it Sorrow may imbitler every act of sin—sorrow
may darken every mterval of einfnl indulgence—and
sOEroW muy give at unutterable anguish 1o the
poing anid the nroepecta of a deathhed, Couple all
thiz with the eircnmstanes that soerow passes, in the
common curreney of our language, for repentence,
and that repentance i3 made, by our Bible, to lie at
the turning point from a state of condempation to a
etate of acceptunee with God 3 and ic iz difficult not
to coneeive that mueh dangar may hoave arisen from
this, leading to indistinet views of the natare of re-
pentanee, and to dender and supieficial coneeptions
of the mighty change which i implied it
We are far from saying dhat the eye of Chris-
tians is not open i thiz danger—and that the vigi-
ant eare of Chrigtian authors has not been employed
noaverting it.  Wheee will we zet 2 betfer defini-
tion of repentance unte life than in our Shorter
wtechism 7 by which the sinner iz represented not
merely a8 prieving, bul, alone with his grief and
hatred of sin, as turning feom it unto God with full
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BHT}HJEE of, and endeavour after new obedience
ut the mischied is, that the word repent has a com
mon meaning, diffeeene from the theological ; that
wherever it is used, this common mesning is apt 1o
introde heell, and exert a kind of habitual i posi-
tion upon the understanding=—that the influence of
the single word carrles it over the infuence of the
lengtiiened expianation—and thus it is the, for a
steady progress ju the ohodience of the gospel, many
persevere, to the end of their days, i 4 wrotehed
course of sinning and of sorrowing, without froj
and without amen leoent.

To save the practically mischievous effet grist
from the application of one term 1o two different
things, one distinet and appropriate term has been
sugoested for the saving repentance of the New
Testament, The term repentance itself has heen
restricted to the repentance of mere sorcow, and is
made equivalent do regret, and for the other, able
translators have adopted the word reformation. The
one is expressive of zortow for our past condueg
the other is expressive of onr renonneing it. 14 de-
fioted un actual dming drom the habits of life that
we are sorry lor.  Give us, say they, a change from
bed deeds to good deeds, from bad habizs to good
habits, from ag].i.fe of wiekedness to a life of eonfor-
mity 1o the requirements of heaven, and you give
s reformation.

Now there Ja often nothing more unprofitable
than # dispute abont wirds: bat if 2 word bas got
into comman gse, 1 comvmoen and generaily under-
stogd neaning s atiached we ity and it this mean-
mg does not just come up to the thing which we
Want o expreas by i, the application of that word
0 that thing has fhe seme midlending offects as in
five case already alluded to. Now, we have much
the same kind of exception to allege against the term
reformation, that we have alieged against the term
repentinee.  ‘I'ne term repentance iz inadequate—
alid why ¥ because, in the ¢ommon use of it it i



