A PRELIMINARY
GENEALOGY OF
THE DYAR FAMILY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649747658

A Preliminary Genealogy of the Dyar Family by Harrison Gray Dyar

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



HARRISON GRAY DYAR

A PRELIMINARY
GENEALOGY OF
THE DYAR FAMILY

ﬁTrieste






A PRELIMINARY GENEALOGY OF
THE DYAR FAMILY.

PrREPARED BY Harr1s0N GrAY Dvar,

NOTICE.

Though the following data are incomplete, it is desired to put
them on record in printed form, principally for distribution to
members of the family, in order that they may see what is known
and furnish further facts and dates that may be known to them.
In the compilation here presented I wouid acknowledge the
co-operation of Messrs. Duniel Everett Dyar, Daniel Thomas
Dyer, Miss Eva Ann Dyar, Mrs. Mary Dyer McLean, and Judge
Daniel W, Bond, besides many others who have courteously re-
plied to our inquiries and copied family records. Those possess-
ing additional facts are requested to communicate them to either
Mr. D. E. Dyar, 101 Woodside Avenue, Winthrop Center, Mass.,
or to Dr. Harrison G. Dyar, United States National Museum,
Washington, D. C.

Hanwmson G. Drar.

April 1, 1903.






A PRELIMINARY GENEALOGY OF THE
DYAR FAMILY.

- ————

The name Dyer is a common one in America, but only rarely
has the modification of the spelling into Dyar taken place. The
only instance of importance that is known to me is that occurring
in the line here partially treated, which took place about the
year [700.

The name is an old English one, formerly speiled Dyer or
Dyre.  Dyers were settled in Gastonbury, Somersetshire, before
the Conquest. After the defeat of the Saxons al Senlac, near
Hastings, Siward Dyer and his two sons, Siward Beam and
Wright, returned to Gastonbury. Siward Dyre was Earl of
Northnmbria about 1035. He was descended from Alfred the
Great, and is said to have been the original of the Siward of
Shakespeare's ** Macbeth.” Sir James Dyer, of Round Hill,
Somersetshire, was Speaker of the House of Commons and
Chief Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in the time of
Queen Elizabeth., He died at Staunton, Hunterdonshire, in
1581, without issue, the baronetcy descending to a nephew, Sir
Richard Dyer, of Wincanton, Somersetshire, is also mentioned.
The last of the baronets of Great Staughton, descended from
him, died in 1776, and the representation of the baronetcy passed
to America, but has not been claimed, Several Dyers came
from England to America in the very early days of colonization.
It is with Thomas Dyer, of Shipton Mallett, near Gastonbury.
Somersetshire, that the line here traced starts. He came to New
England about 1635 and settled in Weymouth, Massachusetts.

HIRST GENEHATION.

1. Tuomas Dyer, 1612-1676.

Born at Shipton Mallett, in Somersetshire, near Gastonbury,
in England, in 1612, He came to New England in 1632 accord-
ing to one record, tHough it was probabiy later, but before 1640.
Agnes Reed,* whom he had courted in England, moved to
America with her parents, and Thomas went down to the ship

*0Or Alice Read, according to :h;_PnnLe genealogy lILh:im; N. Y., 1Bgzh
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to say farewell, but was induced to accompany them, which he
did without returning to take leave of his own fﬁ.milﬁf{. He mar-
ried Agnes Reed in 1640, 'settled in Weymouth, Mass., where
his eight children were born.  His wife died December 4, 1667,
He married again Elizabeth Frasy, who was a widow before
marriage and outlived him. He was a cloth worker by trade.
Was freeman in Weymouth in 1644, a deacon in the church
under the Rev. Samuel Torrey, and died November 6, 1676,
leaving " a very good estate' (L2103 14 %) to his widow, chil-
dren, and each of his grandchildren. The will of Elizabeth
Dyer, his widow, who died December 1g, 1678 (will probated
at Boston, :6',?}. mentions her son, Abraham Harding, dau_ghters,
Elizabeth Addams and Prudence. Her son, John Harding, of
Medfield, and Joseph Dyer, of Weymouth, were executors. His
children were:
Mary, born July 6, 1641, died October 23, 15716, -
ohn, born July 1o, 1643, died June 2, 16g6. 3
homas, born March 29, :64_5‘ died in youth, 4
Abigall, born July g, 47, died —.* g
Sarah, born March 10, 1849, died May 2, 1687,
Thomas, born May 5, 1651, died March 27, 1673 E
9

aae]ph. } born November 6, 1653 t1died October 12, 1704

enjamin, jdied December 2g, 1718,

SHCOND GENERATION.

2. Many Dyer, 1641-1716.

Born in Weymouth, Mase., and married Samuel White of that
place. She had no children.

3. Joun DyEer, 1643-16y6.

Born in Weymouth, Mass., where he lived, but removed lo
Boston about 1670. He was an ironmonger by trade. He was
twice married. First to Mary Bicknell about 1668, by whom he
had five children. She died July 21, 1677, aged 28 years. He
married again about 1648, Elizabeth y by whom he had
six children. He died June 2, 1696, and his estate was admin-
istered by his widow and eldest son, John., His children were:

Thomag, born Februaty 1%, 1669, died in youth. 10
ohn, born February 29, 1672, died ——, L1
homne, born September 18, 1673, died in youth, 12
Samuel, born July 19, [ﬁ?’g, died in youth. 3
Benjamin, born {litly 15, 1677, died —-. 14
Elizabeth, born May 6, 1670, died -—. 5
Nathaniel, born October :57. 1681, died in youth. 16
Mary, born June 3, 1683, died September g, 1750 17
Samuel, born October 13, 1685, :ﬁ!d in youth. 8
oseph, born March a, 1687, died —. 19
rah, born February 6, 16g2, died —-. 20

* A dash indicates that a date or name is lacking.
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5. ApicaiL Dyer, 1847 —.

Bhe was born in Weymouth, Mass,, and married Lieut. Jacob
hi‘ﬁa{l; of that place. She had eleven children and fifty-nine grand-
chalaren. -

6. Sanan Dyer, 1649-1687.

Born in Weymouth, Mass. She married John Ruggles, and
had one son, Benfamin (born August 11, 1696, died September
7, 1708}, who was minister of Suffield. Joan Brown, of Har-
per's Ferry fame, is a descendant.

7. Tuomas Dyer, 1651-1673.

He was born in Weymouth, Mass. According to Col. Asa
White, who wrote in 1803, he ‘“ settled in Plymouth and left a
posterity there,” but I have been unable to trace it.

8. Josueu Dver, 1653-1704.

a1 in Weymouth,:h[ass.. where he settled. He was freeman
in 1648, and a deacon of the church, He was twice married;
first to Hannah Frazy, by whom he had three children. She’
died October 27, 1682, His second wife was Hannah Baxter,
who outlived him, dying September 19, 1726. His will, made
in 1yor, names his brother, Benjamin Dyer, and Rev. Joseph
Baxter overseers. His children were:

Hannih, born February 22, 1677, died in youth. a1
Elizabeth, born November 30, 1680, died . 22
Hannah, born October 10, 1682, died in youth, 23

Hannah, born February 13, 168y, died :
Joseph, born June 1g, 1686, died in youth.
Benjamin, horn April 13, 1688, died February 12, 1774
Mary, born April 13, 1690, died in youth.
ohn, born April g, 16g2, died February 25, 1770,
hormes, born Aﬂr!l 15, 1604, died May 27, :*;g
Mary, born October 3o, 1696, died October 14, 1697,
Ebenezer, born July 7, 1698, died in youth.
Samuel, born May 15, 1699, died in youth.
Mehitable, born June 1, 1700, died —.
Sarah, born August 2g, 1702, died ——, 1754
g. Bexjasmin Dyer, 16531718,

He was a soldier in King Philip's War, 1675-"6. He married
Mary —— and settied in Boston, living one time on Brattle street.
He was a freeman in Boston in 1675,  His wife died March 15,
16ga, and he married Hannah Odlin, December 10, 16g1. By
her he had ten children. His will was probated at Boston in
171g. Hias children were:

FRUTHE BE AL

Hannah, boin September 27, 1602, died ——. 35
Thomae, born November ¥, 1603, died —. 36
Abigail, born April 7. 1695, died —. 3
Margaret, born November 21, :6?6. died —, 1735, 3
ﬂohn, born November 21, 1698, died April 13, 1723, 39
enjamin, born November 27, 1700, died —, 1775. 40
oseph, born September 27, 1702, digd —-, 41
Mary, born Movember 14, tyng, died October —, 1721, 42
Elisha, born March 31, te7, gi:dA il 1o, 1735, 43
Sarah, born December 13, 1708, :Iiz,éJ _ 4
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TIHRD GENERATION.

11. Joun Dyer, 1672 q

He married Hannah Marton, June 6, 16g4. The record of this
line is too incomplete for the usual treatment. Sons were prob-
ably William, John and Charles. Willizm married Hannalh Cot-
ton Phillips about 1730, and Hzannah Howland about 14335. His
children were William (l'@t}, Hannah (:7?6), and Hannah
{1737}, The last married Stephen Miller, of Milton, and had
nine children. John married Hannah Morton in 1534 and had
a son, John, born in 1735, who married Mary Barnes in 1757,
with son, John, born in 1%58. Charles married Lucy Cotton
and had a son, Charles (1738], and daughter, Lucy (1741}. The
son married Bethiah Cotton and bought land in Plymouth, Mass.,
in 1974. His children were Charles, Mary, Lucy, Martha Cot-
ton, Magaret and Bethiah. The first two were not married ;
Lucy married Joseph Bartlett, Martha Cotton married Joseph
Holmes, while Margaret and Bethiah both married Jeremiah
Holbraok.

17. Mary DvEr, 1683-1750.
She was married December 5. 1yog5, to Benjamin Kettell, of
Charlestown, and had eight chi?dren.

1g. Joseeu Dver, 1687——.

He wagborn in Boston and hecame a mariner. He was married
to Lydia Hough, December 19, 1717, by,the Rev. John Webb,
In this year e bought a house on Hepburn Lane, and with his
mother and three sisters sold four acres of marsh in Charlestown,
but subsequent records are lacking. He probably died early,
perhaps not far from 1920, His wife survived till 1974; her
will, probated August 4 of that vear, mentions her son, Joseph,
and granddaughter, Lydia. Here originates the spelling Dvar.
His children were:

oseph, born February 7, 1709, died —, 1750, 15
William, born April 15, 1721, died —. 46
22. Erizaseru Dyur, 1680—.

She was born in Weymontl, Mass., and married Alexander
Lord (or Lovell?), of Medfield. She had ten children, born be-
tween 170z and 1724,

24 Hanwau Dvar, 1684——.

She was born in Weymouth, Mass., and married David Carver,
of that place. Three children are recorded.
26. Benjamin DyER, 1688-1774.

Was born in Weymouth, Mass., where he lived. He married
Sarah Sawyer, of Hingham, Mass., June 24, 1708, He left a
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will which was probated at Boston in 17%4, in which he remem-
bered his wife, £xrah, her brother, Jonathan Guliiver (this must
have been a brother of his son-in-law, not of his wife); his
daughters, Mary Rawson and Satah, and his grandson, Asa
White. His wife died shortly before him, October 12, 1773.
His children were:_

aseph, born August 8, 1511, died August 20, 1774, 4
anngh, born February 20, 1714, died (after :S‘cﬁ.%. 4£
Sarah, born October 30, 1716, died September 1, 1714, 40
Mary, born April B, 1709, died March 19, 1784, 50
Sarah, born February 11, 17373, died Octalser 14, 1726, 5t
Sarah, born July 7, 1728, died March 17, 1803, 3]

28. Jouw Dvan, 1692-1779.

He was born in Weymouth, Mass., but went to Windham,
Conn., with his brother Thomas. He sold out his holdings to
his brother and went to Canterbury where he settled and left
descendants. e married Abigail Fitch, October 22, 1713, by
whom he had eight children, Suchsequently he married Joanna

Christophus Leffingwell, a widow. is children were:

Sibyl, born October 36, 1714, died —. 53
Elijah, born Seplember 1o, 1716, died —. En
Abigail, born April 1o, 1718, died —, sg
ames, born February 16, 1720, died —. [
ohn, born M%rg 1722, died —. 5
oseph, born February 5, 1724, died —. 53
Sarah, born Movember 14, 1727, died ——, é‘g}
Eberezer, born September 15, 1729, died —, 1557,

209. Tuomas DVER, 1604-1766.

He was born in Weymouth, Mass., but was in Windham,
Conn., in 1715, the year he attained his majority. He bought
land and settled there. He was a shoemaker by trade; became
a selectman in the church, and a colonelin the French and Indian
war. He married Lydia Backus, October 24, Iél'g, and had
four children. Subsequently he married Mehitable Gardiner, and
third, Mrs. Sarah Waiden. His children were:

Mary, born January 31, 1718, died M:Ev 27, 8oz, Gi
Eliphalet. born September 14, }71!. died May 13,1807, . 62
uly

Lydin, born July 12, 1724, died o TG0, 6
Eﬁni:e.. bomjju');le 1, IT;I.':";, died Octo r?zs, 1751 ﬁi

34. Saran Dyenm, t702-1754.

She was born in Weymouth, Mass., and married David Morse,
of Natick, Mass. She had ten children.
36. THoMAs DyER, 16g5———.

He was born in Boston, Mass. A Thomas Dyer, of Boston, a
mariner, perhaps this one, married Mary Vine. The children
were :



