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PREFACE.

Durirve the past and the present century great ad-
vances have been made in the science of Acoustics,
which has been applied with conmderable success
to the functiona of the vocal organs in man. The
Author has therefore thought it desirable at this
time to give a brief exposition of the Physiclogy
and Pathology of the articulating organs.

Those who have studied the treatises of Euler,
Poisson, Chladni, Biot, Sir John Herschel, and the
Rev. Mr. Willis, must. not only hate derived a toler-
ably correet apinion of the present state of neonstic
science, but must also perceive the difficulties with
which the subject of vibrating membranes is still
encompassed.

The first part of this work is intended to supply
the data necessary for the study of the pathological
condition of the organs of srticulation. It is shown
that the Physiology of the subject terminates at
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research, that his attention was forcibly drawn
to its pathology, by the surgical treatment of im-
pediments of speech proposed by Dieffenbach, and
others. The anthor has ever been at a loss to com-
prehend how a mechanism, so elaborate and perfect
in its normal state as that of the vocal organs, could
be expected to perform its office after mutilation.
This question he leaves to the disciples of Dieffen-
bach to anawer; bot is satisfied in his own mind
that the course they have pursued has resulted from
their imperfect knowledge of the physiology of these
organs, leading them in many cases to mistake
functional dersngement for organic defect.

38, Bernard-strest, Fuseeli-squors,
March 30, 1851,
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