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INTRODUCTION

IT is apparent that the study of any phase of a life so
widely known as that of Horace Mann cannot afford great
scope for the discovery of new materials, but it seemed
to me that his work in Ohio ought to offer some lessons
that had not been wrought out in Massachusetts, both be-
cause of the difference in the work itself, and because of the
different environment offered in this field of activity.

My study of the work of Horace Mann began with An-
tioch College and Vellow Springs as the center. I read
books, talked with men who had known Mr, Mann, and
wrote letters to those whom I could not see. It was soon
apparent that the Life and Works of Hovace Mann was the
source from which many writers in magazines and news-
papers had drawn their facts, and in many cases, even the
form of statement, I have endeavored to examine all the
published matter pertaining to Mr. Mann's Ohio work, and
to this end made use of the libraries of the citizens of Yellow
Springs, of Christian ministers in Ohio, and of libraries, pub-
lic and private, in Springfield, Xenia, Dayton and Columbus.
In the Library of the United States Bureau of Education I
examined the leading educational journals of the years from
1852 to 1860. In the Library of Congress were found
books and papers not accessible elsewhere, In a residence
of neatly two years in New York City I have availed myself
of whatever could be found in its libraries. This, as to
what may be called old material.

So far as their being accessible to the general public is
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8 HORACE MANN IN OHIO [208

concerned, articles in the local religious papers of that per-
iod, and books of small circulation, long out of print, as well
as pamphlets of only local circulation, may be considered
new for the purpose of this study, Among these may be
named, History of the Rise, Diffienlties and Suspension of An-
tioch College ; a Rejoinder to the History of the Rise, Diffi-
culties and Suspension of Antfock College,; Twelve Sermons
at Antioch College; the various religious papers of the
Christian Connection from 1850 to 1850 on file at the office
of the Christian Publishing Company, Dayton, O.; the lives
of the various Christian ministers interested in Antioch in
Mr. Mann's time; besides local papers, programs of meet-
ings and numerous pamphlets which I have examined. Mr.
B. Pickman Mann, of Washington, D. C., very kindly placed
at my disposal the material which he had been accumulat-
ing for several years concerning his father's work and life.

Along with the examination of the material referred to
above, a persistent efort was made to reach material not
heretofore printed. This was to & good degree successful,
and I have been able to confirm every reference used in this
study beating upon Mr. Mann's Ohio work. I was per-
mitted to examine a number of letters written by Mr. Mann
himself. At the treasurer's office in the college, I made a
careful study of a number of old manuscripts. These in-
cluded letters written by students and patrons of the college,
and letters and account-books of agents for the college, as
well as reports from committees which had in process of ex-
amination the Treasurer's books.

Circular letters were sent out to students, teachers and
others associated with Mr. Mann. In many cases this
resulted in a correspondence of great value in this work.
As the study advanced unexpected avenues of information
opened to me. Some of these furnished a general impres-
sion of the man and his work rather than any tangible state-
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ment, but whatever promised to yield an interpretation, a

thought, or a conclusion was followed to its source. Inter-
views with those who knew Mr, Mann at Antioch served to
test every controverted statement herein made.

In examining the material already referred to, I was soon
able to settle upon a general impression of the nature, scope
and value of Mr. Mann's work. These conclusions, with the
reasons for them, I have attempted to set forth in this dis-
sertation. The Introduction presents the sources, plan and
results of this study. Chapter L. considers the qualifications,
natural and acquired, which Mr, Mann brought to his Ohio
work. Chapter II, presents the sitvation in Ohio, including
a statement of the faith of the Christians and the conditions
of western society. Chapter II1, states the ideal which Mr,
Mann wished to realize; Chapter IV, the agencies at hand
for the purpose; Chapter V., the effort to realize the ideal,
and Chapter VI, the results of this effort, In the Appendix
will be found the faculty, the curriculum and general
© announcement of Antioch College, questions from the
circular letter with answers thereto, resolutions of students,
and such other material as could not readily be placed in
footnotes.

This, as to the plan of the study. As to the treatment, I
have tried to deal frankly and directly with the material and
to find all the lessons there taught and ne others. What-
ever value this study may have, will be chiefly to students of
education, hence when two references covered the same
point, I have chosen to give that which is more easily acces-
sible to the student; e. g, when a reference covering some
point was to be found in the Life, and in a file of some
local paper, I have referred to the Life, .

I believe that a work of this character ought to serve both
the end and uses of truth, and if this stady should prove to
be useful and interesting as well as trustworthy, I can see no
reason why these qualities should be counted against it.



