TWENTY-TWO
MONTHS
UNDER FIRE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649169658

Twenty-two months under fire by Henry Page Croft

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



HENRY PAGE CROFT

TWENTY-TWO
MONTHS
UNDER FIRE

ﬁTrieste






TWENTY-TWO MONTHS
UNDER FIRE

BY HENRY PAGE CROFT

LONDON
JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET, W.
1917



Avt Hiosts [LERERVED



CONTENTS

PART I
TIIE TERRITORIALS

CHAFTER T
The great adventure—Citizens in arme—The TTerta
ruards —Dross  rebearsn] -Hel-cxpminalion ppr 3-12

CITAPTER T
Under Gre—A wol bed | : i . ppe 13<15

CHAPTER 11L

Excitement—We support the French—Fighting posi-
puned —The ways of shelbs F : i pp- 16-21

CHATFTER IV

fonnebeke—The mmoreal story—The cooks join in—
The fate of a hen—Pigs and Prussions—Iilusions—i{ireat
ocds : 3 : : ; | . pp. 22-33

CHAFTER ¥V
Balieved by the French—TPreparing the relicf-——Bulleta
by night—A tricky meliol—2A voof ot lost - ppe 34-41
v



vi CONTENTS

CHAPTER VI
Real shelling—Good sheating . ; . pp. 42-44

CHAPTER ¥II

Zillebeke—A  talkative Hussar—TFirst  blood—Shell
slaughitor . . ’ ] . ; . ppe 45-52

CHAPTER VIII

From Ypres to eest—Belgian fovtitude—A night march
—The war lnok : f . . . pp. 83-51

CHATTER IX
Cied save the King |—Lord Cavan’s weleome Pp- =12

CIIAPTER X
For fighting pastures now . . oo BE-G4

CHATTER XI
Waost relieves cast—Night lring . P B5-08

CHATTER XII1
Christmas-Lide—Wiring by night—A disturbed  niglat
pp. 6l=T4

CHAVTER XITI
Richebourg—=8niping—Prssing fricedds . pp. 7670

CHAPTER XIV

The attack on the brickstacks—Lord Cavan—DBurial
parties—Up Guards '—Traise. . . - pp- HI-88



CONTENTS vii

CHAPTER XV
ﬂivrn:‘-hy—ﬁnzuﬁtwnrh huilﬂi.ng—-.—i BOATE Pp. £0-93

CHAPTER XVI
Mortars and mines—Mortare—Crater fighting pp. 94-98

CHAPTER XVIL
Weuve Chapelle—A gallant rescune . . pp. 99-1nl

CHAI'TER XVIII
Spring—A  dud—An  anusunt  death—Where's Bill ¥
ppe 102=107%

CHADTER XIX

The hbattle of Festubert—A bod omen—What of the
dawn . . . . . . . pp- 10B-111

CITAPTER XX
On the edee of the battle—I"racs and war—The night
attack—The blonde heate : . « pp. M12-117

CHAI'TER XXI

 The Ulaards arve for 1L '—Aarching ordors—The plan
—Friends that pass—=&tickers . ; ppe 118-125

CHALI'TER XXII
Night—Punishment—Rest . ; . ppe 126-129

CHAPTER XXI1IT

The mining district—We Jose a fviend . pp. 130-132



viil CONTENTS

CHAPTER XXIV
Bombing : ; ; ; ’ v pp. 133-134

CHAPTER XXV
Lraod-bye, Guards '—A farewel]l dioner . pp. 135-138

CHAPTER XXVI
Craterlond —Voleanie days . : . pp. 130-141

CHAIMTER XXVII

Minenwerfera—Minnie hunting i . ppe 142-144

CHAITER XXVII

The bloody fiold of Loos—Held up—A voice in the night
—A grim stropggle i > . . pp. 145-151

CHAPTER XXIX

The battle of Loos continued —0Our gas aftack—aA gallant
ack . " . " - = i . F:r-‘r ]52"55

CHADTER NXNX

The battle of Loos ends—Vermelles—Clearing vp and
digging—2A bomb fight . . . . pp. 1aG-161

CHAPTER XXXI

Farewell to the Herts—A Gerinon repulse—Promotion
—*The Herts CGunrds ¥, . . « ppe 1G2-167



CONTENTS ix

PART 11
THE NEW ARMY

CHAD'TER |

The new army—Watery quartere—In Artois pp. 171-175

CHAPTER 11
Souchez—Facing the Vimy Ridge—Notre Dame ds

Lorotta . . . ‘ ’ : . Ppe 176-179

CHAPTER 111
Calopne—Improving the line—Dodging shrapnel—The
pimple—A  torpedo—Helick : . . pp. 180-189
CHAI'TER 1V
Souchez pgnin—Under Vimy Ridge—We make a raid—
Good fighting—Gallipoli comparisons . . ppe 190-198
CHAI'TER V

To the Somme—The bombardment beging  pp. 109-202

CHATTER VI

The battle of the Somme—We re¢onnsitre pp. 203-206

CHADPMTER VIT

Attack on Bailiff Wood —We secure our left—Booty
e 207-211



