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PREFACE.

Tue olject of this Work 18 to give n practical
exposition of that now popular wnd all-important
sabject, RATLwavs, n mediom of internal gommuni-
eation which has been brought so rapidly forward
to its present comparative state of perfection by the
united efforts of the British nation.

The Work has been arranged in the following
order : — InTERNAL CoMmumunicaTioN, GRADIENTS,
ExcavaTivg, Havragr, EMBANKING, BRIDGES AND
Corverts, FEnciNg, PErMaweENT Wavravmvg, nnd
EasrtnwoRk TABLES, each subject forming a chap-
ter of itself. The Author has thus endesvoured to
trent separntely of the soveral kinds of works, their
nature, material, stages, processes, &e. &o., in order
to render oacl subject distinet, clear, and compro-
liensive.

The Tables, it is hoped, will be of great utilicy,
mot only a8 & medium of general reference, but also

<f abridging tedicus calenlations. 1t was deemed
sudvisable to give oopious examples illusirating their



