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PREFACE.

WHEN the chapmen of Rome are displaying
the wares of the great mystic manufactorer in their
front shops and shew rooms, set out with every at-
traction which unshackled ingenuity can invent and
consummeate art execute ; at the same time oonceal-
ing, or, if questioned, denying, that they have any
other articles in other rooms than these which are
public, or indeed any other rooms at ali—the attempt
ought not to be considered as superfluous, to disco-
ver, whether all this be stricily the fact; whether
there are not back and secret, poasibly underground
premises, where engines and machinery may exist
and be at work, to produce the exhibition in the
public rooms; whether there be not an apparatus
for the sole and direct purpose of manufacturing
articles of false and deceptive quality; and, above
all, whether there are not in the apartments, not ex-
posed to common view, a store of odious, noxious,
and destructive things, vials of intoxicating draughts,
and poisons of all deseriptions, instruments of tor-
tare and death, illusive optic-glasses, and abun.
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danee of revolting filth, If such things are, it is
imperative upon those who would not fiil in their
highest duty to their fellow creatures, to throw
open the imposture to the light of day, and not, by
their own unfuithful omission, allow the stmple and
trusiful to be deceived to their spiritual mischief or
perdition, They are bound to expose and warn, as
occasion may present; and plainly to tell every pas-
senger who may be wistfully gazing at the windows,
and tempted to enter the doors, of the enchanted
shop, and at least glance at the seductive furniture
within, which the mercantile sorceress offers at the
reasonable price of his understanding and con-
science, that * her house in the way to hell, going
down to 1he chambers of death.” Prov, vil., 87,
Amidet the cross-firing of different parties now
existing, such a procedure is not in eminent favour,
There seems to prevail at present a very extensive
tenderness for falsehood and irreligion, a concern
that they should not be too severely handled. Men,
whatever they are, should not, by exposure, be

made
Devparate, if they onos ere bad,

The old, honest, straightforward way, however, ap-
pears on the whole the best.  And without endea-
vouring to fortify myeelf in following it by other
suthority, T will at once take shelter under that of
the individuals, who are gemerally known by the
uppellation of the Fathers of the Church, These
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exemplary men, as writers, are returning to high
sway in popular estimation. Not only are their
decided merits enthusiastically admitted and pro-
claimed, hut a veil is indulgently thrown over what
are decidedly and obviously their infirmities, and
no slight ones—their best side 1a almost exclusively
presented —they have been elevated from a station of
comparatively end certainly very unjust contempt to
one of distinguished homour—the genuineness of
particular writings is shyly dealt with—scholars
shrink with s sensitive aversion from such works as
open the fountains of criticiem on this subject.®
Such conduet might be entitled to more praise if it
were not vitiated by what, in compliance with mo-
dern usage, we must call Ultraism, Tt will, how-
ever, with all competent judges, be admitted, that
the earlier Christian writers have been as unduly
depressed as they are now undaly exalted. Them-
selves, were they to return among us, would be
the first to reclaim sgainet the modified idolatry
with which they are now venerated and abused.
They would direct the * wholesome adviee to
their indiscreet admirers,” (I do not say * mwor-

*® Inthe British Magazine for May, 1839, pp. 5il, and fol-
lawing, may baread & well weitten and ssasonabla lotter, which
proves, in the ease of the Britieh Critio, o Gloarcerly now under
the sole conduct of the sect al Oxford, how naturally the ap-
prorimaders ta the theology of Home adopt the disngenuotsness
of her eriticism iu the interpretation of the Fethers, as well asall
other works affecting her creed, -
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shippers,” not to deprive them of their due honour
by claimiog for them extravagant, The honour
to which they are legitimately intitled is indisputably
great, principally as reporters of the facts and belief
of their own early age, as far as their probable infor-
mation, judgment, and integrity gualified them so to
be; and the advantage above them which many
moderns possess is to be macribed to the elear pre-
gent which they bave made of their own acquisi-
tions, Those who qualify their admiration of the
primitive writers of Christianity bestow upon them
the greatest and purest hooour. By such, their
authority is justly, end therefore highly, appre-
ciated.

These individuals, however estimated, felt no
restraint in exposing and denouncing both falsehood
and impiety, wherever they were found, in the terms
properly belonging to them. The Apologists in par-
ticular, as their subject would lead them, were
distinguished by this openness of dealing. They
were apologista for themselves, as they had a right
to be, but none for the iniquities of their enemies
and persecutors.  Ther had no soft, palliating,
words and phrases for them. They exposed hea-
thenismn with the merey which alone it deserved,
that is none, Without eeremony they tore away all
its specious disguises, and left the defendants to
call for candour and liberality where they were due,
And they never desisted from stigmatizing vice and



