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viii MARCTUS AURELIUS.

his own thoughts, which reves! to us the ioner life of the
philosopher.

Marcos Awrelius Antoninus was the sdopted son of the
Emperor Antoninus Pina, who died in 161 a.p. He had
been bromght up with the utmost care by his adoptive
father, and received the best instruction in poetry and
rhotorie, at that time the staples of a libersl edueation.
Bat his favoorite stady was philosophy, snd when only
alevan years old he assamed the philosophers’ simple dress,
rdopted their mode of life ; and finding that his inclination
was chiefly towards Stoicism, he sttached himsell to this—
the strictest of the philosophic schools. A discipline of
monestic severity, that bede ita followers disregard all
bodily comfert, sll that iz commonly called pleasure, and
care for nought but virtne, was indeed & strange training
for one destined for the imperial purple, and it herdly
sppeated to be a fitting preparation for the cares of what
weas then the one great Empira of the warld. True, the SBtoics
loved to call themselves citizens of the world, and to
inoulcate that cosmopolitanism that is broader and nobler
than mere patriotism ; bat while they maintained in theory
that the wise man should take part in politics, in practice
there was always something in the existing state of things
which made hiz doing sc unadvisable. But Marcus
Aureling could not choose his own lot, Destined for the
throne alresdy by the Emperor Hadrian, associated in the
empire even in his adoptive father’s lifetime, he conld but
sooept his lot, and in astriving to practizse the noble
principles be had learnt, pay to his Stoic teachers the truest
tribute.

Hizs was n troubled reign, The Roman Empire, which
in the vigorons days of the Republic had been graduslly
but surely extending its boandaries, bad been consolideted,






