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RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR ROBERT PEEL,

BALONET, M.P.

Sim,

Ax ardent admirey of your character,
public and private, I feel- proud of the permission
you have kindly granted me to Dedicats to you
this humble Work.

The highest and most noble privilege of great
men i the opportunity their station affords them
of fostering the Fine Arts, and amplifying the
boundaries of useful knowledge.

That this spirit animates your bosom, each
successive day is adding proof: nor is the faet
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unknown, that whilst your breast glows with the
fire of the patriot, beautifully harmonizing with the
taste of the echolar, your energiea are likewise
engaged on the side of that pure religion of
your fathers, with which your own mind has
been 8o early imbued, and which, joined with
Education, is, as bas properly been said, *the
cheapest defence of a natien;™ asit is the only solid
foundation whereon to build our hopes of bliss in
a2 world to come. This ia the spirit, this the
principle which obtained for the great and noble
namag of sntiguity a' consecrated place in our
memory—whother philosophers whose minds led
them to investigate the mysteriee ef human nature
and the laws of things in general, or statesmen
who commanded the semate not less by their
oratory than by the wisdom of their eounsels:
this id4 the spirit, this the principle which made
England mistress of. the world; and this is the
spirit, this the principle which is wooing this
great empire to the name of the Riesr HoNour-

aBLe Bir Rosgnr Prer. That this volume,
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which you bave been pleased to patromize, is
faultless, the Author is not vain enough to suppose;
nor would he willingly compromise candour so
much as to allow that it is altogether devoid of merit.
“ Whatever makes ihe .p_aal'., the distant, or the
future, predominate over the present, advances us
in the dignity of thinking beings ;" and what can be
more condacive to this end than the study of man
—the study of antiquity—the contemplation of
fallen greatnesa |

The merits snd demerits, however, no one re-
quires to point out to you, whose classical acumen
at Oxford gained the plaudits of a Byron, and
whose penetration can see almost intuitively the
true bearing, present aod future, of a measure of
state upon which baply hangs the destinies of mon-
archs. To be judged of by such a Patron, is the
Author’s anchor of hope.

That your life may be long spared to cheer the

domestic circle, to protect your country’s liberties,
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properly so called, and to fill with your name a
still larger portion of the history of the nineteenth
century, and that that name may not suffer any
diminution of its due respect and regard for having
condescended to patronize this feeble but honest
effort, is, .

Right Honourable Baronet,
With profound regard,
The eincere prayer of,

THE AUTHOR.

Ancror Sromer, {l:..unnw,}
28th April, 1841




PREFACE

Lr any persom take up the History of the Celtic
Language, as about to be submitted, and expect
to get through it as through a song, for that person
the author has not written : *¢ Intelligibilia non in-

At the commencement of the present order of

material things, the first sun indicated day by a
faint but perceptible heraldic emanation in the East,
gradually waxieg stronger and stronger, till now,
behold] the king of day himself gilding the summit
of the mountains with the eplendour of his counte-
nance, and now gradually mounting, and diffusing
stronger light—stronger intelligence—till he arrives
at the goal of noon. This appears to the author
no inapt emblem of the commencement of the order

of things in the moral world. If we would contem-

plate the buman family in its iofant state, we must



