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PREFACE.

HEN an author who
&4 has no pretenfion to li-

v f& terary fame, comes be-

A/ fore the public as a cor-

re&or of fuppofe:d errors, or an ad-
vocate of new VIEWS in regard to a
fubje&t with which every one of his
readers muft have been Jong and in-
timately acquainted, it is naturally
expeéted that he thould exhibit fome
proof of his qualification for the of-
fice—that his correction is made with
judgement, and his views taken un-
der a proper light. Though a pe-
rufal of the little volume may fatisfy
a candid inquirer upon this point, at




vi Preface.

no great expenfe of time or labour,
yet fome may defire to have the
means of judging beforehand what
probability there is of any benefit to
be derived from that employment of
the time and labour. For the en-
couragement of fuch as are willing
to judge for themifelves, it might be
fufficient to refer to an extract from
the Gentleman’s Magazine, (printed
in the Appendix,)in which I ftatethe
occafion which led me to an invefti-
gation of the fubject more than thirty
years ago; from which it will ap-
pear that the queftion was fo far
from being fought by me as a ground
of quarrel or controverfy, that it
forced itfelf upor me in the courfe
of my profeffional occupation and
literary refearch,

From the year 1823, in which
this occurred, it was not until 1845
that I had the opportunity of making
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the exa@® refearch, and critical ex-
amination, and collation of MSS.,
editions, and tranflations, which the
cafe required. The refult of that in-
veftigation was fo fatisfactery, and
feemed fo important, both in a lite-
rary, and a religious point of view,
that I felt myfelf bound, in duty to
the facred theme, to the Author of
my faculties, and to my fellow-
Chriftians, no longer to fupprefs the
light which my inquiries had thrown
upon the fubjec.

Having, through the recommend-
ation of a learned friend, obtained
permiffion to communicate my views
to the public in the refpectable peri-
odical mentioned above, I began with
a correction of fome ferious errors
into which our moft eminent Saxon
fcholars have fallen, and my obferv-
ations being well received by many
who were qualified to judge in the
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matter, I proceeded to the more im-
portant fubjeét, upon which this ap-
peal to the public is founded.

My firft notice of a few cafes of
miftranfation in the ¢ Gloria Patri,”
and the “ Te Deum,” called forth a
worthy fon of the Church, whofe
name or actual pofition I never learnt,
eminently fitted by ingenuity, learn-
ing, and zeal, to appear as counfel
for the defence. Ably and faithfully,
with all fairnefs and courtefy, he fup-
ported the caufe of the received read-
ing, and rendered effectual aid in the
fearching ventilation to which I de-
fired to fee the fubjeét expofed. Re-
lying more upon the foundnefs of
my views than upon any art of rea-
foning, or force of eloquence, in
conducting the argument, I main-
tained my caufe with the earneftnefs
and perfeverance which a perfuafion
of its juftice and importance could



