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PREFACE.

THig volume is simply what its title indicates, —
a series of Sunday-School Lessons on Seleetions from
the Acts and Epistles. The first half of the book
is mainly historical ; the last half chiefly practieal.
Both portions will be found interesting and profit-
able in proportion as teachers and scholars give
them study and thought. Neither portion will be
of much use if teachers and scholars come to the
class without preparation.

Boerow, May 22, 1882






SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS.
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LESSON I
THE DAY OF PENTECOST.
Acts I 1-13.

Father, let thy Spirit holy
Come thia day nmto my heart;
Make me loving, pure, snod lowly,
And thy pregicus truth impart.

GOLDEN TEXT: If yo them, belng evil, knew how to give good
gifts umte ¥our c¢hildrem, how much more shall your heavenly
Father give thy Holy Spirit to them that ask him,— Loxx xi. 13

1. What three great fonsts did the Jews observe at Jerusa-
lem evary yoar ?

The feast of the Passover, the feast of Pentecoat, and the feast
of Tabernacles.

2, At which of these feasts was Jesus put to death?
- At the feast of the Poagggver.

8. What took place at the feast of Pentecost, fifty days
after?

The disciples of Jesus felt the influence of the Holy Spirit
a they never had before,

4. What is the Holy Spirt?

It is the Spirit of God.

&. Has this Bpirit always been in the world?

Yes, it has always been din the world, and it bas aboays acted
to gome exient on the hearts of men,

i. Who had more of this Spirit than any one elss who has
lived tm earth¥

7. How can we gain more of the Holy Spirit?
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1. How many apostles did Jesus chooss?

2, Which of them proved to be a bad man?

3. What became of him? Mabt. xxvii. 3-10; Acta i.
18, 18.

4, Who was chosen to fill his place, and in what manner?
— Acta 1. 15-17 ; 21-24.

5. What three great fessta did the Jews observe ab Jerusa-
lem every year?

8. What account can you give of these feasta?

7. At which of these fensts was Jesus put to death?

8. What is said to have occurred at the next foast of
Pontecost ¥ Acts ii. 1-4.

9. What do you understand the Holy Ghost, or Holy
Spirit, to be?

1. What is the difference between Unitarian and Trinita-
rian views of the Holy Spirit ?

11. Has the Holy Spirit always been to some extent in
the world ¥

12. Can you give any resson why its infilyence was felt
in a remarkable degree not long after Jesus left the earth ?

18. What acconnt is given of ' speaking with tongues '’
on the day of Pentecost? 5-13.

14. Will you mention some of the explanations which have
been given of this account?

15. What, in your opinion, is the true explanation of it?

Koves. Acts fi. 1. * And when the day of Pentecost was now coms,
they were all together in ome place.” — Ravised Translation. *And on
the day of Pentocost they were all together in ome place.” — Noyes.
4 The Holy Spirit & given not to the cootentiows and ungodly, bat to
those who dwell together in unity, and continae in sepplication and

LE]

2, And il filled all the howse. * It"" refers to the sound, not to the wind.

B, Cloven tongues ke oa of fre. “Tonguss parting asnder, like a8
of fire."! — Revised Translation. ** Tonguoes of fire distriboting them-
selves." — Noyes.

4. And they were oll fled with the Huly Ghodt. Y And they ware &ll
ﬂlhd with the Holy Bpirt.” — Revised Traziation. The words “ ghost "

gnd “spirit™ formerly had the same mesning, bot the word © ghost ™
haa bevome resiricted in its meaniog, and is oot aow applicabls to the
spirit of & living person, or to the spirit of God. “I see no warrant
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in Beripturs for the very common impression that the Holy Spirit was
now first given to the church. The eame lsnguaga here employed i used
respecting Elizabeth, Zacharing, and John the Baptist, and the Old
Testament repeatediy makes mention of the ipfuencs of the Hely Spirit
upon the minds of the prophets and others." — Abbott. * The human
beart I never empiy. In the same proporton in which it is deliversd
fecan the lowe of self and of ein it s filed with the Holy Splrit, ™

6. Now when thir wor nozed sbrood. “*And when this soumd was
beard the multitade came together." — Revised Translation,

B-1i. Farthions and Medes. In the snumeration of countries the writer
begios in the northeast, and proceads to the weat aod south. We have
oo dogblt that he believed und meant to convey the idea that on this
oceanion some of the disciples spoke in one language or dialect mnd others in
another, so thet everyome present, from whatever country, heard the gos-
pel in his own mother fongue. Whether the report on which the writer
ralied was in ail reepacts correct s not 50 claar,

Tue Jewiss Feasta. OF the thres great feasts annnally sheerved by
the Jews, that of the Passover commemorated the daliverance of their
forefathers from bondsge in Egypt, that of Pentecost the ingathering of
the harvest, and that of Tabarnactes the dwalling of the Israelites in tents
during their gojotirs in the wildernees, All males npwards of twelve sean
of ago ware required to go o Jerosalem to aitend thess feasis; The feanst
of Pentecgst began on the fiftieth day afler the Passover. It is called by
Christians Whitsunday, and is the seventh Sunday after Easter. [t com-
mamorates the dessent of the Holy Spirit meationed in Aeta . It i
called Whit-Bunday becanse bapiinem always has been administersd o
large numbers on that day, snd in early tmes those who were to ba bap-
tized appearsd at ehareh in white garmests.

Tue Hour Sprmsr. Unitarians belisve that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit
of God, — not & perwon distinet frote (God, but his Influence scting oo the
henris of man to reprove, restrain, enlighten, and guide them. Trinitari-
o5 believe that the Hely Spirit 1s the third parson in the Trinity, and that
the Father, the Sou, and the Holy Spirlt are one God. For statements of
the Unitarian dectrine of the Holy Spirit see Metcaif's * Letter and Spirit;
Eliot's ** Doctrines of Christianity ; ' Peabody's * Lactures on Christian
Doctrine ; +* Farley's * Unitarignizm Defined.”

Breaxixe wrre Toxoves. Seversl explanations have been given of the
“5palkln,gm&lmgm"nnth&dqnf?mhmﬁ {1} That the apoatles
spoke many languges, being miraculonsly empowired to do o on this
ocoasion and ou this only. (2) That the gift of epeaking forelgn langoagoes
was now permanently bestowed oo the apostles to it them for the miseion-
ary work in which they wera to engage. (3} That & miracle was wrought
oo the hearers inatesd of on the epsakers, the apostlas speaking in their
oative tongue, but the bearers ench hesring in his own. (4) That the
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apostios did mot speak with other tongues, but people from different conn-
tries spoke thelrown langnege and wors mistaken for the nposties spraking
foreign langusges. (B} Thiat the other tongues with which the apostles
apoke wera not foreign lenguages, but the utterance of inarticulate sounds
in an scatatio stwke of mind.

The apostls Paul in 1 Cor. xiv. alindes to *speaking with tongnes ** as
one of the gifts pomsesasd by some of the early Christians. It was not,
howaver, the gift of speaking foreign languages to which be refers, bat an
invdistinet attepance of prayer and praise, sddressed to God, but not under-
eteod by men unless interpreted to them, It edified the speaker but not
tha church, and wes by no means highly estesmed by the Groat Apostle.
‘We inclime to the opinion that it was this gift that weas exercised on the
day of Pentecost, apd that the sceount given in the Books of Acts was
derived from an ineccurata tradition of what took place. For a discus-
sion of this subject see Neander's “ Planting and Training of the
Chrigtian Choreh ;** Sehad™s * History of the Primitive Choreh ;" Noyes®
* Theological Essaye; "™ Commentiaries and Bible Dictionaries.

Hixrs 70 TeacHERR, The youngest schalars should be expeetad to
lears the verse of poetry apd Goléen Text st the bead of the Lessona;
those somewhat older, sy from nipe o thirteen, the woawers to the first
#et of questions; thoss seill older the answers to the sscond set of questions.
The topic of chief importance in this Lesson i the Holy Bpirit, but older
scholars should mot be alicersd to go over Ib withoot fixing in mind the
remarkable events to which it alludes, — the descont of the Holy Bpint,
and the “spesking with tongoes. It should be memembered that cone
ohject of this series of Lessons i to call sttenthon to soma of the leading
events In the history of the early Christian Church.

“In order to lead the scholars op into some conception of the spirit of
(od, turn their attention to the spirit that bs In themselves, Then take
up familiar examples of men and women, and let the scholars work into an
idaa of the spirit that hes lived in them, and the influence that has gone
out from them. From this they may be belped to graep some emall con-
ception of the hely and all-parvading Bpirit of God. Familiar examples
will sugpest themselves. (irds and bovs eateh the epirit of others. Show
bow great men have breoght others into their way of feeling, thinking,
and acting, and thos bave impressed theinselves upon the age. Lat the
poholars see what it is o have the spirt of Paal, of Luther, of Howsrd,
of Washingion. From this ascand as high as you can ioto the ides of &
man flled with the spirit of God."

BerExesces. Nasnder's “ Planting sod Traiaing of the Christisn
Church ™ (Bl. L. Oh. T.) ; Milman's * History of Christasity * (Bk. 1L
Ch. Ly; Bchaff*s “ History of the Apostolle Church™ (pp. 208-214);
Henan's * Apostles™ (Ch. IV.); " Bibls for Learners " {Vel. 111 Bk. I
Ch. IL}; Commentaries and Bible Digtionaries.




