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PREFACE.

THIS5 book is written for the one who is
too busy to devote sufficient time to the
study of Browning's works to get at the
poet's meaning. In it I have endeavored
to simplify some of his complexities, to
supply a few of the missing links, and to
make some of his ethical lessons so pl;?in
that the one who has not constant access
to a reference library, and who can not
boast a college education, may easily gt
a breath of the atmosphere which the
poet has created for us.

Knowing the wutter impossibility of
expressing his thoughts in any different
language from his, I have aimed as far as
possible to use the poet's own words,
cither in paraphrase or by direct quota-
tion, without the too frequent use of quo-
tation marks; if the reader will supply
these for himself, he will ind his book
liberally dotted.

Chicago, October, 1856,

Mary E. BUrT.






INTRODUCTION.

ITis a pleasure even to have it supposed
that one can introduce Robert Browning
to any readers, Certainly I am glad if T
can say any word which will make any
person read. his poems who might else
have passed them by.

He says, in a laughing way, that the
British public does not admire him. So
much the worse for the British public. [
have been glad to see that, ycar by year,
since we first bought ocur straw-colored
“Bells and Pomegranates,"-—ah! that was
ncarly half a century ago,-~more people
and more in America have known him,—
and have of course loved him, honored
him, and “admired"” him.

In the pages which are in the reader’s
hands, Miss Burt has pointed out many
things in the characters and lives of
Browning's women which less careful
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readers than she might have passed by
unnoticed. The best good which she can
do to her readers is to set them to study
this poet, or indeed any poet, with syste-
matic and tender care like hers, and not
to be satished with reading as they run,
or skate, or shoot along.

" Whatever poem is really first-rate is
worth remembering, returning to, and re-
flecting uvpon. Ishall hope, then, that this
book, to which she has given afectionate
thought and study, will help readers not
only in the reading of Mr. Browning, but
in other reading of other poetry.

A common-place and stupid joke pre-
tends that Mr. Browning’s poems are so
unintelligible that average people are
wiser in not taking them in hand. For
the fools who can not enjoy them, I have
little pity and no advice. For people
who have not tried, there is simply this
to be said:

A baby can not understand Shakes-
peare. A Crow Indian can not read the



