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“THE LIMANTOUR CLAIM.”

Ix the month of Febrnary, 15858, Josil V. Lisravronr presented
his petition to the Honoralle the Board of Land Commissioncrs
appointed to ascertain wnd sellle private Jand clabmz in the
State of California, 1o have covfirmed to him twg eortain tracts
of land, situate in the connty of Han Pranciseo, The lands
claimed were desexibed in the pelition.

Hoon afler Mr, Lonantour bad prezented his petition {0 the
Board of Comnmizsioners, the press called public aftontion to
the elaim, published the petition, cormented npon it with great
severity, and evineed an evident intont to prejudice the public
mind againsh it,

From that time to the present, there has cceasionally-
appeared, in some of the cily papers, notiess of the “ Liwantonr
Claim,” with hints, inmendoes and impulation: of fraud or
forgery, or some other dark erime; a3 conoected with it

Not u few individuals, pretending (o claim large tracts of very:
valunble land within the boundaries of the Lirsantour claim,
have been busy In their street conversations, In denonncing the
claiin as falze and frandodent.

While these churges have been freely made, unaccompanied:
and unsustained by the slightest show of evidence, Mr.
Limantour has pursned the even fenor of his way, submitiing
his papers and his documerntary evidence, taking his proofa in
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the logal form and preparing, in o quiet, unostentations manner,
fo submit his claim to the consideration of the enlightencd
tribunal established by law to pass upon itz validity.

Bevere newspaper  articles, false tomors and  slanderons
Imputations, he has not thought & worth his while, hitherto,
to notice.  He does not feel thul s duty to himself, considering
the right which be hag, in eommoen with all his fellow-men, to
profect his own good nume and credil, nor that his dut ¥ to the
public requires Wi longer to remnain sitent : he therefore instrocts
the nndersigned, his agent aud attmnc}_._ to prepare a plain
statement of the faets of his care—tn prescnt therein, falily, hig
docamentary and other evidenee, thai the snme may be laid
hefore. the public in o pamphlet form—that all who have an
interest or w destee, may wefier to it for the purpose of satisfying
Lheir own minds, from thelr own eoamiation, of the troth and
validity—ur the falsity and frand of his claim o the lands
deseribed in hiz petition

In performing the duty required of the wndersigned, by his
clicnl, it is proper to infoun the public who Sn%or José Yves
Livawrour is, and brielly to state the business to which he has
devoted himself fur the last fitteen yeurs of his life.

He: i by birth a Frenchman, and he sl claims France as
the country to which ko owes :1_ﬂngiancr‘" 1liz (-_‘,'1]"]}’ Tife he
passed upon the sea, engaged in navigalion and eommerer.

In the year 1831, he came from Franee to the porl of Vera
Cruz, in Mexien, and for several voars subsnquent o 4hat period,
was engaged in comtnerciul enterpriscs from iz native counley
to thsl.t1 thc most important Mesican port on the Gulf,

In the year 1838, 3. Limantour came rownd into the Parifie,
and prosecoted hiz husiness along 1he const of that oceun, from
Lima novthwrard.  Sinee the lime last mentioned, this Pacific
coast has been the theare of his naviguting and commercial
operations.

T Ahe month of Seplember 1341, he made o voyage fo the
portz of Mexico and Lower and Upper California,

On the 26th day of October, A, 1), 1841, while attempling to
make the entrance of the Bay of Ban Franciseo, he had the
mizfortune o lose hiz vessel, the Ayuwencho, on the point Kl
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Reyes.  His versol was lost, but some portion of the cargo was
saved. - By the aid and kind agsistance of some people at
Saucelito, Sonoma amd other places, hiz money, goods and
merchandize were saved from the wreck of his vessol, and he
was enabled to reach this plave, then called Verba Buena.

AMr. Limnantonr was detained heove nearly a whole vear, being
nnable to procure a snitable vossel o gel aweay, with safety to
himsell and the property which he had seomred fram hiz Tost ship.

T must request those who think proper ta read this statement,
to note this date, viz: the lust of Qeiober or frst of November,
1841, when Mr. Limapiour arrived here in Yerba Bucna, as
then called, now San Franeizeo, and the fact of his detoniion
here nntil the autumn of the vear 1842,

During his stay here Be had abundant opportmily, and he
availed himeell of if, 10 heeome intlnaicly acquainted with this
wonderfl Bay of Ban Pragciseo—the conndry around i, and
particularly wilh dhe little town of Yerba Buena—then just
beginming 1o assume some importaace i the cye of o
experiencnd, praetical navigawr and a diligent, sagaciows, =killful
merchant.

In Decsmber, A D 1315, while Mr, Limancone resided on
the then almost desert shore of Yerby Duens, o vesscl came
into the Bay fom Owegon with several of the ollicers of the
Hudzons Bay Company on hoard,  Amongst the passengers
on that vessel was an agent of the Fronch Govemnment, by
Duflot de Mauailras, who had besn sent on o speeinl mission o
this coast with w view of enlighrening them on the resourees
and the importance of California and Oregoun. M. Inflot de
Manfiaz, who has siner published an claborate and able work
on California, having learncd oa his ardval that there was 2
couniryman of liz ar Yerbw DBuenn, sought him ond aed
imparted o him the impression he amd the Faglish offiooes
entertained of the importance of the Bay of SBan  Hranciseo,
commercially, as well as politically, and the almost cortuinty of
the country soon belonging to FEnglund, which was anxious o
obtain it in payment of the debr duc British capitalists by
Mexieo. M. de Maufras remarked thai the whole conversation
of the Hudson's Bay agents tarned on that subjeet, and that if
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he, Mr. Limantonr, ¢ could obtain 2 grant of land on the Bay
of San Francisco, be would one day be-as rich as & prince,”
Mr. Limantour replied— Sinen your convietion is so strong in
this respeet, why don’t you petition for them or buy them
yourgell 77 #1t is impossible,” rejoined M, Dutlot de Maufras;
* T wear the public livery—1 am a public servant—I must go
through with the migsion chalked oud for e

This conversution settled deop into My, Limantonr’s mind
and had a poworful infleence with him in the bargain he
subsequently mude [or the purchase of the property be now
claime, and which is set forth in his pecition in the case under
conzideration.

During Mx. Limantour's stay at Yerba Buena, from October
1841, to ihe autumn of 1842, he learot its whole history from
those longest and hest acquainted with B Thore was bardiy a
person of any consequence residing here, or at the Mission
“Doloresy or in the country immediately snrromnding the Bay,
whom hLe did not know personally, and with whom he waz not
in terms of intimate acqoaintance. Ile understood their
langnage sudficiently to'hold fice and Familiar inicrcourse with
gll of them.

Alier a detention here of some eloven months, viz: until lute
in the antumn of 1842, be succceded in proeuting a stoall vessel
from Genoral M. . Vallejo, und which, in huner of one of the
daughters of the Gienoral, be named © The Fapny”  On this
small vessel he ernbarbed the remainder of his yoods and cffeeis
and sajled down the coast, slopping at ihe ports of Monterey,
Santa Barbura and Ban Pedro.

It will wot be improper here to say that M. Limantour, by
his energy as a navigator, and his indelatigable industry,
enterprise and skill as a merchant, had, at that time, hecome a
man of large property and ahundant means. On his passage
down the coast in the autamn of 1849, he went Into the port of
Ban Pedro, and there anchored his little crafi on the Brat or
second day of January, A. T 1543,

It is proper here Lo direct atftention to another train of events
which had been going on for & few years previous to 1842, in
California end Mexico. In the years 1835 and 1836 California
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had been agitated by some political dissensions. The Governors
who had been sent from Mexico, had been foreibly driven from
Upper Califernia. In 1837 Tpper California assumed, for a
short time, the attitude of an independent state, with Don Juan
B. Alvarado af ita head.

Mexico, in order to preserve the Department of Upper Call-
fornia in its connexion with the mother country, and to prevent
itz separation therefrom, found it necessary to temporize for a
while, and thought 3t advisable to confer upon Behor Don Juan
B. Alvarado the office of # Gefe politico,” or Govemnor, by which
measure of poliey the Home Government hoped $o bring back the
revolting State to its former allegiance,

The measure was socces=ful tor the time being. Governor
Alvarado aceepted the office tendercd to him by the government
in power in Mexico] acknowledged the Bupreme (Government
thereof, and thereby put an end to the % Indopendent Btatc of
Alta Calilornia”

Grovernor Alvarado contiomed to exercige the mmctions of that
office until the year 1842, At this last dute, viz. 1843, Ths Hx.
cellency Antonio Lopez de Banta Auna, was atthe height of his
power; in fact, absolute Dictator of Mesleo, His Execllency
Santa Anna, seized he oceasion which was then afforded hing,
by the local jealomsies existing between some of the prominent
men in Upper California, to secure, more perfectly, that Depart-
ment to Mexico, by the appointment of Sehor Doen Mawacl
Micheltorrens, a general offieer in the Mexican Arny, a devoted
and anwavering [riend of Genersl Bante Anna, as Governor of
the Department of the Californias,

His Excellency President Santa Anna'’s instructions to Michel-
torrena, were issucd on the 11th of February, A. ). 1542, in the
City of Mexica,

The Treasury of Mexico was then desiitute of funds. The
Supreme Government were unable to fumish their recently ap-
pointed Governor with ihe means necessary to camy on the
Departmental Government, © Michelorrena was sent from Mexi-
co for the seat of his new Goverment in the snmmer of 1842
He arrived in Upper California about September of that year
He had under his command sosne four or live hundred men, who



