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PREFATORY NOTE.

The present edition of this book, first published in 1888,
has been thoroughly revised in ovdor to make it as useful as
possible to those sludents in our universities and eollepes who
are now required to consult it in their studies of our constilu-
tional history. I have completed to date the summary of
those judicial decisions which have so far laid down impertant
prineiples for the interpretation of o econstitution which has
evoled much learned argument in our eonrts and legislatures,
In the performance of this fask I have not aitempted to
include any opinions or comments of my own, but have simply
eondensed the essential points of cach decision in the language
of the learned judges, as far as praclicable, and lefb the student
to scok further elueidation in the works ol suel eomseientions
commnentators as Mr. Lefroy, T have aleo added a chapter on
the practical operation of the principles of parliamentary
government in the Dominion, for the information of those
readlers who have neither time nor opportunity to stndy the
claborate treatises of Todd, Moy, and Anson. The text of the
British North Amcricn Act, and of the amending imperial
statutes, is given in full at the end of the book., A complete
list of the wany authorities, cited in the text of this volume,
will also be found useful o students who wish bo investigate
our eonstitutional history in the most thorongh manner,

JNO. GEO. BOURINOT,

Houvae or Cossons, Orrawa
Diominion Day, 1901,
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