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Preface.

We make no apology for offering to the public this un-
pretending volume. The pulpit is God's ordained instru-
ment for the propagation of His truth, and the gospel min-
ister is God's representative, under obligation to obey Him
in the proclamation of truth, and not the hired servant of
the people to prophesy according to their dictation. The
growing tendency to challenge the right of the pulpit to obey
God rather than men, threatens the destruction of Christian-
ity., Itis no uncommon thing for laymen, and especially
those who are wealthy, to threaten the withdrawal of their
support from the church unless their pastors quietly submit
to their dictation, instead of God's authority, concerning
the subjects and methods of pulpit discussion. Ministers all
over our country are thus insulted by the implication that
they are preaching for the money there is in it, and have no
conscience acting as a monitor, to govern them in their pul-
pit ministrations.

The true relation of the pulpit to God and to the church
and the world oughttobebetter understood. The story of
the lady pedagogue who proposed to teach that the world is
round, or flat, or both, just as the patrons of the school



might desire, fitly illustrates the notion of many laymen as
to the proper relation of the pulpit to the pew. A higher
appreciation of the sacredness of the pulpit and of the fact
that the true minister speaks by the authority of God, is
one of the greatest needs of the times.

It is also worthy of note that the most persistent and un-
scrupulons efforts to embarrass and weaken the pulpit by
improperly limiting its province and suppressing its utter-
ance of truth, come from the fields of politics.  Where cor-
ruption is most in the ascendency the pulpit always finds its
most bitter enemies and its greatest oppesition. The pul-
pit sowever must listen to God and not to men, must stand
by the right and advocate the truth, even though politi-
cians be offended. The pulpit is from God and not from
man, and he who occupies the pulpit should receive his
message {rom God and not from the dictation of men who
seck to screen themselves from the condemnation of God’s
truth. .

J. G. EvANs.

Anincoon, Inn., August 1, 1890,



INTRODUCTION.

By E. McCLISH, D. D.

THE MESSAGIE BEARER.

The old history of Micaiah before king Ahab, recorded in
the first book of Kings, illustrates a temptation peculiar to
the bearer of divine messages in all ages. To prophesy
good things of those in power, has been the temptation.
Such a prophecy on the part of Micaiah would have put him
in favor with the king and in harmony with the four hun-
dred prophets, Even the politic servant who brought him
to the king tried to secure a favorable message by telling
the prophet how the majority stood. ‘‘ Behold now the
words of the prophets declare good unto the king with one
mouth, let thy word I pray thee, be like the word of one of
them, and speak that which is good. "' But Micaiah refus-
ing to be influenced by the unanimous and popular, though
false, verdict of the four hundred prophets, or by the frown
of the king whose Hatred of him was well known, bravely
answered: ‘‘ As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith un-
to me, I will speak. "’



