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& Tmis translation of a work, well-known and largely used ic
Q

the Catholic Bchools of Grermany, has been made with a view to
provide for Catholic students of philosophy in our English
speaking Colleges, o trustworthy manual of the History of
Philosophy. Btudents will find in thia work a fulness of infor-
mation unusual in a handbook, And they will further find that the
Bchools of Philosophy which have grown up within the Church,
or have stood in eloss relation with her teaching, here receive
explicit and adequate notice. In this respeot the work offers ac
advantage not provided by the text-books on which our Catholic
Schools have hitherte baen forced o rely. Perhaps the manual
hitherto most largely used by our Catholic students, in their
study of the History of Philosophy, has been Schwegler's Hand-
book, translated by Dr. Stirling. How far such awork falls short
of the requirements of Catholic students is shown by the faof that
the author omits from his history all treatment of Scholastic
Philosophy, His remsons for this omission are thus set forth :
“'We excluds also Hcholaaticiem, or the FPhilosophy of the
Christiap middle ages; which belongs (being not so much
philosophy as rather & reflocting or a philosophizing within the
pre-guppositions of a positive religion, und therefore essentially
theology) to the historical science of the Christian dogmas.”
Philosophy within the limits of & positive religion is of prime im-
portance to the Catholic student, and a work from which the
history of this portion of philosophy is exeluded, must be &
defective aid in the studies he is supposed to prosecute. Another
advantage which the history here offerad possesses over most Ger-
man works on the same subject, is its elearness of statement, and
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general intelligibility of language. For the beginner at all events,
such phrases as Schwegler’s definition of philosophy : ‘*the thought
totality of the empirical finite,” are neither very definite nor
very luminons. The aimpls phraseology and definite conceptions
of Dr. Btéekl’s work contrast strongly with this vagueness of ex-
presgion and mistiness of thought. Readers of Ucberweg’s His-
tory of Philosophy will notice that in many parts of his work
Dr. Stéek! has followed not enly the theught buf the very words
of that writer. In the GGerman text of his book, Dr. Stickl is
careful to acknowledge by italios what he borrowa from Ueber-
weg. In the translation these italios are not always inserted ; it
was not considersd that the quotation marks would be of import-
ance to our students. The Translator acknowledges gratefully
the courtesy of Dr. Stiiok]l and of his German publisher, Herr
Kirchheim, in authorising this transletion.

Uriversity Cornear, Dukrin,
Jume, 1867,
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Ir is not without cause that in the modern teaching of philosophy
great importance is attached to the History of Philosophy. In
itzeli it is a deeply interesting study to follow the progress of
philosophical thought through the course of its development.
But our interest in the study incresses when we observe that
the Histery of Philosophy feaches us into what by-paths the
human mind wanders when it abjures the guidance of Christi-
enity, end that it indicates to us the safe route to follow if we
would arrive at the true term of speculative inguiry.

A “ Handhook of the History of Philosophy ' which sketches
the course philosophy has followed in ifa development, and
the leading philosophical aystema through which that progress
had been coffected, cannot fail to have its wse for the student
who seeks & safe way through this vast and varied field of study.

In the present Handbook I have endeavoured to provide
for the student & help of this sort. There ere, indeed, many
Handbooks already in existence. But thess, for the most part,
do not view the subjsct from the Catholic standpoint, and are
not sufficiently safe guides for Catholic students. Tn this re-
spect, the present work, will, it is hoped, meet a want not
hitherto satisfied. In composing this Handbook, I have fol-
lowed the plan of my larger work on the History of Philosephy.
I have also largely made uge of the well-known works of Ritter,
Sigwart, Nixner, Zeller, Uschold, Erdmann, and TUsberweg.
I am specially indebted to Usberweg’s work, which is very com-
plete in its account of the literature of this snbject, and I have
largely drawn on it in this respect.
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In the case of each philosopher, I have cited, as far as pos-
sible, the original works in which his opinicns are contained,
and have indicated with regard to the more important, the
modern works in which their systems are discussed. To enter
at further length into the Liernture connected with their systems,
or to eite from their works in grester detail was not permitied
by the cheracter of the manual on which I was engaged.

The present work will serve s a sort of complement to my
Handhook of Philosophy (2nd Edit., Kirchheim, Mainz). In every
soience the complement of scientific theory is the history of the
science, that is of the sctual process of development through
which the science has passed. The rule holds good for
Philosophy. .

May this work, by the bleasing of God, be found of awail
to promote the study of philosophy in union with the spirit of
Christianity, and to advance the philosophical education of our
Catholic youth.

Minster, 8th September, 1870,
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In offering to the public this Sscond Fdition of the Handbook
of the Hislory of Philosophy, 1 have not tfo announce any
change in the arrangement of the work, Here and there some
slight omissions have been supplied, and cerfain needful expla-
nations added. The litersture of the subject has, however, been
noticed mors fully, and the developments of recent philosophy
have been meeorded more attention than in the First Edition,
These changes have added somewhat to the size of the volume.
Higtory, it is seid, is & good teacher. This is specially
true of the History of Philosophy. It teaches us thet anarohy
has inveded the realm of wind whenever and wherever
Revelation, and the depository of revolation—the Church—have
been disearded ; wherever the peoples ©have rissn up againat
the Lord and against His Christ ¥ ; and it showas that anarchy
has subsided cnly when men have returned te God and to His
(Church. The History of Philosophy thus throws light wpon
our present surroundings. If the men whe new ““have risen.
up againgt the Lord and against His Christ ” were capable of
instruction, they would learn from history that they are draw-
ing society in Europs to the verge of an sbyss. 'Wehave no hope
that they will learn any such legson. But for those who “have
not bowed the knee to Baal’' who have not sacrificed their in-
dependence of thought to the prejudices of party, the History of
Philosophy will gerve as an incitement to hold fast to truth,

though it be persocuted and despised, certain that now, as ever,
it must triumph in the end,

Bichstitt, 21t June, 1875.



