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PREFACE.

An interest awakened by the centennial anniversary
of the ratification by New Hampshire of the Constitu-
tion of the United States prompted the preparation of
this account of our Federal Convention.®

Two facts render its proceedings particularly memo-
rable, viz.,— . e

1. In our Convention ratification received its first check.
A thorongh knowledge of the former policy of British
rule under the Georges, and of the selfish administra-
tions of their provincial governors, hed rendercd our
forefathers cantious, when asked to surrender to a
superior central power a portion of the rights which
they had scquired by & profuse expenditure of blood
and treasure. Moreover, the public sentiment of the
state was averse to slavery,® gradually dying out within
its own limits, and any national provision conservative
of that institution did not command a wide approval.
Then, too, the inhabitants of New Hampshire were, at

1 The New Hampshire Iistor-
ical Society eelebrated this ap-
niversary ut Concord, on the
21gt day of June, 1888, by an
address by Hon, James W. Pat-
terson, at the Opers House, in
the forenoon, which was follow-
ed in the afternoon by a dinner

and appropriste post-prandial
speaches, many of which were
made by distinguished guests
of the sceiety from other states.

2 Slavery died a natoral death
in New Hampshire. Itwas nev-
or formally abolished by statute.



