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ABJUDICATIOR KOTICE.

Tua clreummance oot of which thisn Hssay originated
warn as follows :—Towards the close of the year 1847, n
Christian gentloman, lamonting the fearful ifncresss of
Babbath deescration, by ruilway, stonmboat, wnd other
travelling tacilities —desply fmpressed with the intimate
eonnexion batwesn the presoreation of the Babbath eod
national morality, prosparity, and order,—and belng con-
vinesd that many fallacles ware propagated by those who,
for thelr own profit, deprived the poor man of one of
God's beat glfta—the HSabbath—ond then placed the re-
sponedhility of this robbery npon the peor man's shoulders,
by declartng that they teck the day from him for the
bensfit of himeslf or his fllow-workmen, —detarmined to
appeal to the Working Clasees themselses, and obtaln
from them an unbisssed and impartial verdict upon this
momentoes suhject. For this purpose, he offered three
prizes, of £25, £15, and £10, for the thres best Eeays
upon * The Temporal Advantages of the Babbath to the
Labourfig Classes, and the consequent fmportancs of firm=
perving 1ts rest from all the eneroachments of anneeesRry
Iabour.” In the short space of about threa months, 1,045
Essays woro received.

After » pationt investigntion of this vast mass of M38.,
which ocscupied from the closs of March to tha elose of
December, 1847, we have awarded the three principal
Prizes as followa |

Fiaer Prizm, £25—To John A. Quinton, printer,

Ipswich.

SpcoNp Prizs, £15.—To John Younger, shoemnker,

8t. Boswall's~gresn, Roxburghshire.

Tairp PRIZE, £10—To David Parqubar, machinkt,

Drundps,




iv AIWUDICATION FOTICE.

I'n meking this award wa are constrained to throw our-
selves npon the candid onsideration of the cempatitors and
the public. We have endeavoured o discharge onr trost
as in the sight of God, and we belisve that we have relscted
the best three Eesays. Buot we sannet court s rigid and
formal eriticism ; nor dare we presums to antlcipate that
our judgment will be universally onimpeached, Those
who are inclinad to tsst i accurscy by some formal and
praconceived mode], will probably be disappointed with
our decigton; for the three principal Prizes are widely
disslmilar in their structure, and may be eaid to represent
thres distinet orders of mind.

Wa foel thase rernarks the more necessnry bocanss it has
‘been our privilege to obtaln for the movement the petronage
af her most gracions Majesty the Gueon, and hiz Royal
Highness Prince Albert ; his Royal Highness having con-
tributed ten additional Prizes of £5 each, and the Britsh
public having already given upwards of 70 more; while
thase and other enconraging cleoumstances have greatly
choersd us in our Jabour, they huve drawn sdditional
attention te oor sward, and reodered comparison and
criticism much mers sery and probable,

Wo cannot concludes this briof notice witheut expressing
& hope, that such Forther messures will be arrangsd a8
ghall awoken an enlanged sympethy with the object
throughout the Britsh emgire; amd shall ensure the
ultimate preservation of the entire of these valuable and
Interasting MAS,

ALEXANDER, 8WAN,
ROBEET KBTILE, Aiubicaters.
DANTEL FRANCIS OAKEY,




INTRODUCTION.

Tre third Prize Essay, which we hers present
ta the reader, is, lika the sscond, the werk of &
Beotehman; and thus, although England has the
honour of the firet, Scotland has that of the other
two., None will be surprised at this, when it is
borne in mind, that by far the larger proportion
of all the Essays received wers composad by our
brethren in the North, Tt is further worthy of
remark, that as the second Prize waa obtained by
a member of the Established Church of Sootland,
the third Prize hos been won by a member of the
Free Chureh of Scotland.

The Author of this Fesay i & Working Man,
in the employment of Messrs, Kinnard and Co.,
engineers, of the Wallace Foundry, Dundee,
and is an attendant on the ministry of the Rav.
Qeorge Lewis, of 8t. David's Free Chureh, with
whom we have heen in communication respecting
him, and from whom we have been favoured with




vi INTRODUCTION,

full and satisfactory information as to his cha-
racter and position in life, In trapsmitting to us
a sketch of Farquhar'a life, which, at the request
of Mr. Lewis, he had drawn op, and which the
reader will presently have the gratification of
perusing, Mr, Lewis remacks:—* Farquhbar's ac-
count of bimself is at least brief, and it is his
own, like his Fasy, which 1 never saw nor heard
of until he nsked me to certify, if needful, his
being a workman, 1 heve nothing to add, save
that I have long noticed him as one mere than
usunlly anxions to gather up the fragments of his
time and opportunities for intellectual improve-
ment. Some years ago he was, along with many
others here, fully six months out of employment,
Instead of idling and lounging about the streets,
he went to & drawing master, and filled up his
time in preparing to il his place more usefully
when the times should mend.”

This testimony of Farquher's minister to his
position, his character, end his worth, s all that
ean be desired npon these points, That his Essay
will be found in secordance with the principles
thua evidenced, the readar will be able to satisfy
himgelf of by ita pernsal. Thet the Author is
fully imbued with the use snd wvalue of the




